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2nd January 2021 
Dear Parents/ Carers, 

The Coronavirus Chronicles #24 
 
Firstly, can I take this opportunity to wish you all a Happy New Year.  Secondly, Aaaarrrrggghhh!!  One 
of the more frustrating elements of our Coronavirus journey has been the lack of planning time or 
advance notice of many of the big changes that will affect our community, but which we almost 
always learn about at the same time as you – when announcements are made in press conferences or 
leaked in the news.  You may currently be aware of a significant discussion centred around the new 
strain of the virus, the increased transmission rates and the potential closure of primary schools for a 
period of time.  We’re watching the same discussions that you are. 
 
Again, I’m afraid that I am unable to provide you with any specific answers at the moment because 
we are following the news, taking advice from agencies who support us and pulling together plans for 
different scenarios.  I am writing essentially to reassure you that we’re still here, we’re trying to stay 
ahead of the curve and we are confident we can respond effectively to anything that is thrown at us – 
which I will of course communicate to you as soon as we are able.  At all times the safety and well 
being of our community is, of course, our key focus. 
 
Monday is an INSET day and we are currently planning to reopen school to all children again on 
Tuesday January 5th.  If anything changes with this situation I will write again.  We have plans in place 
to go to remote learning if that is necessary.  We will, as throughout this pandemic, be taking 
everything one step at a time.  Tigger when necessary, but Eeyore whenever possible…! 
 
To help us plan with more accuracy, I would be grateful if you would take two minutes to fill out an 
online survey if you believe your child would classify as a child of a Critical Worker or as a vulnerable 
child and you would intend for them to take up a place in school in the event that primaries were 
asked to close their doors again for a period of time.  The link to the survey is 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/XH3RCWY.  As before you would need to comply with the 
government criteria for your child to be eligible for a place (criteria is linked to in the survey). 
 
It’s not our plan at the moment, but if it happens we want to be as ready as we can be and a lot’s 
changed since the last lockdown of schools.  Thank you! 
 
Thank you for your patience and understanding, and for helping us to be prepared as much as we 
can. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Jeremy 
Principal 


