
 St James’ Church of England Academy 
 
 Pokesdown Hill, Christchurch Road 

BOURNEMOUTH 
BH7 6DW 

01202 426696 
Email office@stjamescebournemouth.com 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 
 A member of THE PORTSMOUTH AND WINCHESTER  

DIOCESAN ACADEMIES TRUST 
 

Portsmouth & Winchester Diocesan Academies Trust, a company limited by guarantee.  
Registered in England & Wales No. 8161468  

 

 Registered office: First Floor, Peninsular House, Wharf Road, Portsmouth, PO2 8HB 

5th January 2021 
Dear Parents/ Carers, 

The Coronavirus Chronicles #25 
 
Well, wasn’t that an interesting 72 hours…!  Can I begin by thanking you profusely for your 
understanding and support with regard to our late announcement that we would be remaining closed 
for today.  We could claim to be ‘world beating’ because we seemed to beat the Prime Minster to 
such a decision by about three hours, but in all seriousness I understand that today’s closure at such 
late notice will have caused inconvenience, stress and sadness within our community and it is not how 
we would like to have to managed such decisions or announcements. 
 
Today has felt incredibly similar to March 19th last year, where we have had to turn a tanker in the 
Panama Canal, once again.  To extend the metaphor, you are the passengers on our ship and we’re 
grateful that today you stayed in the lounge and sipped cocktails while we wrestled in the engine 
room and dealt with hassles at the helm! 
 
Today we held several staff meetings to up our game for the Remote School we are becoming.  We 
spent a lot of time trying to engage with the logistics of supporting those children for whom we will still 
be remaining physically open, starting tomorrow morning.  We also expanded our planning for the new 
remote learning for all children, which we are hopeful will launch properly at the start of next week.  
More information on that will follow soon, however our ambition is that your child’s year team will be 
teaching them live online at least once a day and possibly more, and those lessons will also be 
recorded and available for future viewing if your house’s timetable makes it too difficult for live 
attendance. 
 
We’ve lots still to sort out, and a physical school to open tomorrow which will bring challenges as well.  
This week we would like to ask you to do your best with the remote learning timetables which all 
teachers have set up and you can access by following the instructions in the recent Parentmails.  We 
KNOW there are teething problems and we are trying to address as many of them as we can – please 
stay calm, keep trying, understand that not everything will work and that if it doesn’t you’re allowed to 
have a refreshment and watch Netflix instead…  
 
Email your class teachers and use the ‘chat’ function on Teams to leave messages and although we 
will not be able to reply to everyone, I assure you that we are collating the information and working 
the problems to get us into a place where we are all comfortable and the system is working.  A few 
letters ago I discussed ‘perfect imperfections’ and at the moment I feel we may be managing 
‘imperfect imperfections’, but this will be short term and things will become smoother and we will all fall 
into line if we are patient, understanding and are kind to ourselves and others. 
 
You will also be dealing with a myriad of individual circumstances that differ from family to family given 
the new lockdown rules.  This is OK!  If you can engage with the Remote school learning, do so, but 
please don’t beat yourself up if you can’t.  I think we will all do well to work on the basis that we are on 



 

 

the runway waiting for takeoff.  Some of us are anxious, some are excited, some haven’t done this 
before and some are worrying about the people they will miss while they are away.  We’re making our 
final checks before starting the engines and properly taking this school towards its new destination.  (I 
can’t help but feel that Mr Nimmo, our resident actual pilot parent, is holding his head in his hands with 
my clumsy analogy…!) 
 
So, to sum up, I would like us all to understand that things won’t be perfect this week.  This is no-one’s 
fault and you should not feel stress, anxiety or competitive about this.  And we will try not to either.  Use 
the next three days to try and engage as much as you can, to feel your way back into the new way of 
working in your household, to try and use the online timetables in Teams and we’ll try to make sure that 
we are helping you, solving problems and getting ourselves sorted so that next week St. James’ will 
start to help you out with home learning via direct lessons and engagement and we will all have 
resolved as many of the early teething troubles we can. 
 
I like things to happen immediately, always, but one of the best pieces of advice someone gave to 
me was that sometimes you have to be patient, to take things one step at a time and to trust and rely 
on those around you to help you through.  Let’s all try to do that and I predict that in a week’s time 
some things will feel significantly better, more normal and we will be working together still. 
 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Jeremy 
Principal 
 
#everythingwillbeok 
#butitmaytakealittlewhiletosettle 
#oasisofcalm 
#onestepatatime 


