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7th January 2021
Dear Parents/ Carers,
The Coronavirus Chronicles #27
Well. The rocket is fuelled, it’s standing on the launch pad and the countdown has begun. After an
intense three days (felt like months….!?) since the closure announcement, tomorrow afternoon all your
children have been invited to join a Teams meeting with their class teachers where we will explain how
we are going to ‘push the button’ and launch the second stage of our remote learning on Monday. If
you’re at home with them, we hope you can join as well so that you can hear the same messages.
Stage 2 will involve live online teaching sessions where the teachers will support learning and bring
together all those who are at home and in the classroom. We will also record these lessons so that
they are available afterwards if anyone is unable to attend due to clashes/ device sharing/ whatever
circumstances you are managing.
Once this stage is complete, we hope to increase the amount of direct teaching time and so by week
2 (starting 18th Jan) our ambition is for there to be two daily inputs from class teachers, alongside the
other resources that will continue to be available on the online timetables. That’s more than a week
away, though, so anything can happen in that time and we will evaluate where we are to ensure we
are all moving forwards together.
Attached to this email are three documents. They are very useful, explain many of the answers to your
questions, and they contain the blood, sweat and tears of my colleagues, so please don’t just ignore
them! And we have also tried to make them user friendly and readable, so give it a shot!
The ‘Remote Learning Guidance for Parents’ is a comprehensive overview that explains all of the
thinking that has gone into our decisions and helps you (we hope) to understand what we need you to
do, when to do it and how it all fits into a bigger picture. Think of it like Sun Tzu’s ‘The Art of War’, but
for parents who are supporting home learning…
The ‘Parents’ Teams Tips’ document is a thing of beauty and joy. It literally walks you (with pictures)
through every aspect of using Teams and identifies some known issues and workarounds that may help
you access rogue links etc. We’ve tried hard to make this one as explanatory as we can so that you
can extract the most from your child’s ‘teams’ experience.
Finally, the ‘Code of Conduct for Online Learning’ is a little contract that we have put together that we
hope will help support a discussion you can have with your child to make sure that they stay safe,
respect each other and do not harm the learning opportunities of others while we are learning apart.
PLEASE back us up with this in order to enable us to deliver all we can for all children, but also to ensure
the safety and citizenship of every child. We don’t need it to be returned to school, we just need you
to have that discussion at home and we hope this will support you in that conversation.

A member of THE PORTSMOUTH AND WINCHESTER
DIOCESAN ACADEMIES TRUST
Portsmouth & Winchester Diocesan Academies Trust, a company limited by guarantee.
Registered in England & Wales No. 8161468
Registered office: First Floor, Peninsular House, Wharf Road, Portsmouth, PO2 8HB

That’s it for tonight. Boomtown! We are SO looking forward to having year teams together again
tomorrow afternoon so that we can welcome them ‘back’ from their Winter holiday, and we are really
excited about the online learning that we have been preparing to deliver. If you are not sure when
your child’s online meeting is tomorrow, every one of them has received an email invitation to their
school email account – if you have any questions please call the school office tomorrow or use the
‘chat’ to talk to your class teacher.
On Monday morning at 9am I will be leading a zoom assembly for the whole school, wherever you are.
I have no idea what I’m going to do yet (I may just be asleep at my desk…!) however I encourage you
to have a piece of paper and a pen or pencil ready. Together, you and I will launch the start of Stage
2 in our remote learning - and kick off the week in style.
Thank you for being an amazing community, for supporting us, for loving each other, for believing that
we can achieve great things even in these extraordinary circumstances and for walking side by side. If
we keep this up there is a danger that we could take over the world…!
Jeremy
Principal
#alwaysnervouswhentherockettakesoff
#herewegoagain
#nevertypedsomuchinmylife

