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11th January 2021 
Dear Parents/ Carers, 

The Coronavirus Chronicles #28 
 
We did it!  We completed our first day of the new remote learning school and we are soooo grateful to 
you all for coordinating and trying to get all children to their live lessons with the teachers.  Not going 
to lie – there was a whole lot of anxiety, fist bumping and worry from the teachers on the Whatsapp 
group in advance of the lessons…  Of course (despite what the children think) teachers are human too 
and any new experience like this can be exhilarating, challenging and nerve wracking, but it all pretty 
much went off well!  Thank you to those of you who returned positive feedback – this will all become 
normal fairly quickly, but today the teachers appreciated hearing that their planning and preparation 
had hit the mark. 
 
On that note, I need to ask a favour.  It’s pretty basic, but also quite important, because we have 
been fielding many questions today that can be addressed by this simple action…  PLEASE READ THE 
PARENTS’ TEAMS TIPS document, and also the REMOTE LEARNING GUIDE FOR PARENTS.  To assist you, I’ve 
attached them to this Parent Mail again.  It’s actually quite hard to teach a lesson live to up to 60 
children, whilst also managing the chat, letting people in, sharing powerpoints and responding to other 
things that may happen.  The guide lays out, with pictures and step by step guidance, how you can 
problem solve in Teams and how you can achieve the things you need to.  In those circumstances, I 
have asked teachers who are asked questions about Teams during lessons to refer you back to the 
guidance.  Thank you. 
 
The ‘Remote Learning Guidance for Parents’ is a comprehensive overview that explains all of the 
thinking that has gone into our decisions and helps you (we hope) to understand what we need you to 
do, when to do it and how it all fits into a bigger picture.  Think of it like Sun Tzu’s ‘The Art of War’, but 
for parents who are supporting home learning… 
 
The ‘Parents’ Teams Tips’ document is a thing of beauty and joy.  It literally walks you (with pictures) 
through every aspect of using Teams and identifies some known issues and workarounds that may help 
you access rogue links etc.  We’ve tried hard to make this one as explanatory as we can so that you 
can extract the most from your child’s ‘teams’ experience. 
 
The other learning points from today are relatively simple, and I’d like to welcome back my friend, the 
bullet pointed list…: 
 

• We had an average 84% attendance rate for today’s lessons.  This is good, but we would 
like it to be higher because we hope that as things settle down this will be a space in the 
day when many of you may be able to step back a little and allow the teachers to lead 
the learning.  We KNOW it’s a hard balance to do home schooling, and if we can get 
everyone engaged and working together, that allows opportunities for you to do your own 
work.  On that note…. 



 

 

• Please ensure your child is signed in with their own name.  Some of the children chose 
‘quirky’ names while they were in lessons today.  Although we can understand why this 
may seem engaging, it is very hard trying to accurately produce an attendance register 
after the lesson if children are signed in with the name ‘Bob’s Fish Factory’, ‘the Muffled 
Music Man’, or ‘Worky McWorkface’.  (Names have been changed to protect the guilty…) 

 
• If you can, join the meeting through the ‘calendar’, not the email link.  In the ‘calendar’ 

section of Teams each meeting appears with the option to ‘Join’ as the time for the 
meeting arrives.  If you use this, your child joins as a recognised individual, rather than a 
‘guest’.  It just makes things a little easier for us if children do this, to be honest. 
 

• Every live lesson is recorded – don’t sweat the problems.  We know that some of you had 
connection issues etc.  This will happen and it’s OK.  If for whatever reason you find yourself 
missing some of the lesson or unable to join, try not to let it stress you out.  It is better to wait 
until the lesson is over and then access the recorded version on the ‘chat’ afterwards.  
 

• This morning’s whole school assembly was crazy fun!  How did you do?  We played The 
Generation Game, and we know there were some children who couldn’t make it, so if you 
want to, you can relive the whole joyous and slightly disorganised affair on this link: 
https://youtu.be/2_ks1LmP-Zg 
 

• Things will settle down.  We’re all still learning.  We are on a journey and not everything will 
be smooth all the time.  That’s OK.  We have to remind ourselves that teachers have 
trained for years to do the job they do, and you haven’t.  This is a difficult period, but we 
will gradually find our equilibriums and enjoy a smoother experience.  And we are hoping 
to find ways to make things easier for you over the next couple of weeks as well. 
 

And that’s today’s update.  A week ago, we were 30 minutes away (at the time of writing) from 
our Prime Minister’s announcement that all schools would ‘close’ immediately.  If I reflect on that, 
and where we are now, I feel that once again St. James’, and our community, have achieved 
remarkable things in an incredibly short space of time.  There is a lot yet to sort, to achieve and to 
organise, but it’s the journey not the destination (as the saying goes) and you are marvellous 
travelling companions to have.  Thank you all for your support, patience, problem solving and 
companionship.  
 
I’d like to finish this update by paying tribute and homage to Jamie Vermiglio.  You may or may 
not have heard his name.  Last week was (again) one of the most intense professional 
experiences in my headteaching life.  It was crazy and it was a 24/7 experience.  I could do 
nothing else other than school.  However, in exactly the same circumstances, primary school 
headteacher Jamie (I use his first name to pretend that I know him, but I don’t), also led and 
managed non-league Chorley football club to an FA Cup 3rd round victory over Derby County.  
Incredible and jaw-droppingly amazing energy and enthusiasm.  I don’t know how he did (and 
does) it, but I’m supporting Chorley in the next round!  
 
With my best wishes, as always, 
 
Jeremy 
Principal 
 
#welldonetoday 
#wereprogressingallthetime 
#intheshadowofvermiglio 
 


