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13th January 2021 
Dear Parents/ Carers of children in our physical school, 
 

The Coronavirus Chronicles #29 
 
At all times, and particularly throughout this horrible pandemic that has seen our community stress 
tested and challenged like never before, I have been determined that we would remain positive, 
optimistic and upbeat – not unrealistically so, but in order to keep us going, to see the rainbows amid 
the rain, to take comfort that the sun will still rise the next morning.  For that reason, I am disappointed 
at even the idea that I am having to write this letter to our physical school community today.  It gives 
me no pleasure, but after some incidents in previous days, I sadly have to spell out to you what I 
believed would be basic courtesy, community and common sense. 
 
My colleagues and I are coming into our school environment (which our Prime Minister described as ‘a 
vector of transmission’), working in relatively close proximity to your children and putting ourselves at 
risk each day to support you as a critical worker, or because your child could be more vulnerable than 
others.  We are serving you, supporting you and we are proud to do so.  This does not mean that we 
are not anxious about the risks we are taking, that we do not feel heightened about what may 
happen to us or what we may take home into our own families.  We have all had those ‘dark nights of 
the soul’ where we have confronted our worst fears, yet each morning we get up again and come 
into work with smiles on our faces determined to do the right thing for you and your children. 
 
We have a clearly stated rule that all adults who come onto our school site must wear a face mask.  
Wearing, or not wearing, a mask is not a political statement, it is clear public health guidance; it is 
common courtesy and simply what should be expected of all decent people – especially when they 
are benefitting from the professional time and energies of other people who are committed to putting 
themselves at risk for the good of that individual’s child/ren.  The scientific reasons for doing so are 
clearly stated here: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-
and-how-to-make-your-own/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own. 
 
Yesterday we were shocked to overhear a conversation between some adults who were gloating that 
they were actively not wearing face masks, and this has had a big impact on some of my colleagues.  
Wearing a face mask is not about what you believe, it is about being a considerate and respectful 
member of the community.  If you believe so strongly that you should not have to wear one and are 
not prepared to show my colleagues (or other parents) the respect required to do so, then I am afraid 
that we will withdraw the offer of a place in school for your child/ren.  If you have a medical 
exemption for not wearing a mask, please contact me directly in school so that we can discuss this 
and adjust our risk assessment accordingly. 
 
Equally, we have a one way system in place for travelling around the pinch points of our school site.  
Yes, it’s inconvenient.  Yes, it adds a couple of minutes to the journey, but yes, it is there to keep 
everybody safe and ensure that we are doing ALL we can to protect our community.  Last night one of 



 

 

my colleagues respectfully reminded a visitor to our site about this one way system and received 
anger and challenge for doing so.  This is not fair.  The one way system is there for everyone’s safety, 
and again, if you wish to take advantage of the offer of a school place for your child, I expect 
everyone to willingly comply with that. 
 
We are doing all we can to keep our school and our community going and we are proud to be doing 
so.  These measures are in place to protect our community, to enable us to keep our colleagues and 
your children safe and, ultimately, to keep the school open for those that continue to need it through 
these trying times.  
 
I know that I am talking directly to a relatively small number of people in this letter, and I am grateful to 
all those of you for whom this letter is unnecessary.  Let’s all remember that we are all small cogs in a 
much bigger machine, and that we need to work together, with respect and kindness, for the greater 
good of everyone. 
 
Thank you for your understanding and support, 
 
With our best wishes, 
 
Jeremy Payne  Martin Leamon 
Principal   Chair of Governors 
 


