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Dear Critical Worker/ Vulnerable children parents and carers,

5th January 2021

The Coronavirus Comeback #14
After a very busy day of logistics and organisation, I am writing to let you know that we are going
to open the school tomorrow for those children who have requested a place in school, on the
days that you indicated that you would need that support. This is because you indicated that you
are a Critical Worker or that your child is classed as Vulnerable. Start times and pick up times will
be the same as before lockdown, and children will arrive and leave at the same entry and exit
points.
In our last lockdown, we accommodated at most just under 70 children who were in this category,
and more usually between 50-60. As of this moment we are being asked to support an average
of about 110 children a day – just over a quarter of our number on role. At our busiest at the
moment we are going to be supporting 125 children in one day. We take our responsibilities
seriously and value the key roles that you all play in keeping our community going, however I am
going to ask you to revisit your own planning and circumstances to see whether you REALLY need
to have your child/ren in school for all of those sessions.
Is there any way that shift patterns could be altered? That a parent working from home could
take on the responsibility for some of those days? That alternative arrangements of any kind
could be considered?
We absolutely wish to work with you and I believe we have excellent relationships with our whole
community, but I am also mindful that we are trying to control the spread of the virus, that the
country is on lockdown, that schools have been ‘closed’ for a reason and that my colleagues are
going home to their own families and have their own vulnerabilities as well.
We are working to maintain the integrity of the bubbles that your children have been in since
September and we are also trying to arrange our staffing so that we continue to provide
education in person for all children for a part of every day from next week – this means that we
are extremely stretched and I am not convinced that we would be able to sustain this for the next
seven weeks, especially if some of my colleagues were required to isolate.
I want to be transparent with you and let you know what we are trying to achieve here in school.
We will do all we can to support you, however if you were able to support us in anyway by reassessing your requests and reducing the number of days you were requesting I believe that it
would be in the best interests of our whole community, both within school and without.
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If you do feel that you are able to make any changes, please call the school office in the next
day or so to discuss – we would be grateful to hear from you. And thank you once again for the
value that you are adding to our local and national effort to get past this pandemic to something
approaching a life we remember as normal.
With my best wishes, as always,
Jeremy
Principal

