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10th January 2021 
Dear Critical Worker/ Vulnerable children parents and carers, 
 

The Coronavirus Comeback #15 
 
At the end of last week we were finally issued with the Government guidance that has been 
updated to reflect the fact that we are again under a national lockdown.  Forgive me for pushing 
the issue, however I am writing with regard to the fact that we are hosting an average of 119 (and 
rising) children in school per day and I feel that this number is pushing the envelope of our 
capacity to be confident that we are truly doing all we can to reduce transmission and keep the 
community safe. 
 
The local case rate within BCP council has grown from 389.5 in the last update on January 4th, to 
607.1 per 100,000.  This is another big increase.  The Government guidance is clear: ‘Parents whose 
work is critical to the coronavirus (COVID-19) and EU transition response include those who work in 
health and social care and in other key sectors.  Children with at least one parent or carer who is 
a critical worker can go to school if required, but parents and carers should keep children at 
home if they can.’ 
 
I know that not everyone will be able to amend their request because you will be a critical worker 
with no other options within your family (or your child is classed as vulnerable), however the 100% 
increase in the numbers of children we are being asked to accommodate in this lockdown 
suggest quite clearly that more people are opting in.  We know that it is a challenge to balance 
home learning with work demands, or that you may have anxieties if your child is working below 
the level we would hope them to be at – while I understand, empathise and appreciate these 
difficulties and concerns, they reflect the position of many families in our community and they are 
not on their own a basis for asking for provision of a school place. 
 
With numbers being so high, there is a greater chance of the need to close bubbles in response to 
identified positive cases.  This could then have an impact on the ability of paramedics, doctors, 
nurses and other health care professionals to carry out their vital work – work which we could all 
rely on at some point.  This has got to be a team effort and it could well mean inconvenience and 
disruption on a personal level. 
 
I know this will mean difficult decisions and conversations and I am grateful to those who have 
already addressed this themselves.  Today I received this response from a critical worker family: 
 
‘Although we meet the criteria and feel that for our child it is the right decision to send them into school 
on the days that we are working, we also accept that you have too many children attending school and 
that mitigating the risk of transmission has become more challenging because of this. Over the weekend 



 

 

we have rethought and rearranged our work commitments to enable our child to stay at home for 
additional days each week and as a result they will only require a place at school once from now on. I hope 
that other parents have made similar decisions and are supporting you in this crisis. All I know is that we 
must work together and support each other to help keep the community as safe as possible.’ 
 
I am grateful for this response and for all that other families have done to respond to our request, 
but I still feel that more is possible.  We feel that we are developing and continuing to enhance 
and improve a remote education program that will support you to deliver our learning with less of 
the demands that were present for parents in the last school lockdown – although I fully 
acknowledge that it will not be the same as sending your child into school and getting on with 
your life as we would do in normal times. 
 
Once more, I am asking for everyone to consider these facts, think of the bigger picture and 
ensure that there is nothing more that can be done to keep your child/children at home for more 
time, although I fully appreciate the inconveniences I am asking you to potentially take on.  I want 
us to work together, but I also want to ensure we are doing all we can to keep our community 
safe.  I know this is a balance of both head and heart, but as our Health Secretary said earlier on 
today, we all need to act as if we had the virus, and in those circumstances I still feel that not all of 
our children registered to attend should need all of the allocations that have been asked for. 
 
I am incredibly grateful for the valuable work that you are all doing for the community – I am just 
trying to walk a fine balance between those commitments and the contrary impact that hosting 
large numbers of children in our school could have.  Thank you for your understanding, 
consideration and team work. 
 
With my best wishes, as always, 
 
Jeremy 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


