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23rd January 2021
Dear Parents/ Carers,
The Coronavirus Chronicles #30
As much as I like writing to you, I have to confess that it’s been something of a relief that after our sprint
beginning, we seem to be settling back into a little more of a rhythm for the time being – I hope you
are also finding the same whatever your circumstances are at home. ‘Settling into a rhythm’,
however, does not mean that we have not continued to develop, reflect and adapt our practice and
I’m writing with some news about small but positive changes to the way some of our practice is going
to change. As always, thank you for your feedback and support – much of the information and ideas
you have shared with us have been absorbed into our thinking while we seek to improve and evolve.

•

This time, lockdown learning expectations are different. Many parents have commented
on how much more ‘learning’ is being expected this time around. The last lockdown was
framed by the Government much more in terms of ‘childcare’ and although we were
determined to try and provide a meaningful curriculum that was topic based and
progressive, it was a departure in many cases from the national curriculum we would have
been teaching to try and accommodate all of the challenges of everyone working from
home. This time things are noticeably different and schools have been directed to provide
between 3 and 5 hours of home learning every day, focussed on continuing education as
closely as possible to what would be happening if all children were in school. The bit that
politicians seem to conveniently skip over, however, is that you at home are the ones who
ultimately have to deliver the hours we are setting – and WE KNOW that that can prove
stressful, anxiety inducing or just impossible to juggle alongside other commitments.

•

Live and recorded lessons are important to attend. We have worked hard to develop our
skills and approaches to become better remote teachers. Your child should now be being
offered at least two directly taught sessions per day, either live with their teacher, or via a
pre-recorded lesson. It’s really important that they attend these lessons because we are
seeing good progress among those who join and we are moving the learning forwards.
Missing these sessions is pretty comparable to missing days of school, and we know that
absence leads to children falling behind and sometimes struggling to catch up. At the
moment, we are averaging about 85% attendance to our live learning – please can we all
do everything we can to attend the sessions, and if there are device clashes between
siblings, at least make sure you catch up by watching the recordings later in the day. If
nothing else, the teachers should be doing some of the heavy lifting and taking some of
that responsibility off your shoulders. Maybe you could even have some ‘me’ time with a
cup of tea and a moment of peace?

•

Safeguarding your child online; something for you to think about. As a result, we think, of
the huge increase in people using Microsoft Teams during the lockdown, lessons that are

A member of THE PORTSMOUTH AND WINCHESTER
DIOCESAN ACADEMIES TRUST
Portsmouth & Winchester Diocesan Academies Trust, a company limited by guarantee.
Registered in England & Wales No. 8161468
Registered office: First Floor, Peninsular House, Wharf Road, Portsmouth, PO2 8HB

recorded live now have to be downloaded to be watched. As a part of the process of
using Teams, obviously the children’s names are visible alongside the image of them
learning. If you would NOT like your child to appear visible to others, please feel free to turn
off their screen so they are hidden from view.
•

Teacher sickness and feedback. Our teachers are human too (who knew?), and just as
much at risk as anyone from catching the virus and becoming unwell. If this happens,
although we will try to cover and other colleagues will provide support, it is possible that the
volume of feedback your child receives may drop off for a period of time. Please be
understanding in this situation, we will get back up on our feet as quickly as possible.

•

We’re doing things a little differently from this week. Some of you have been having
difficulty accessing some of the links on the timetables, and handing in work has also been
tricky for some, so we have made some changes that will improve things for you and your
child. From next week there will now be much less detail on the weekly timetable, and a
new daily timetable will be uploaded onto your child’s Teams channel by 4pm the day
before. All the resources will now be found in the ‘files’ tab on Teams. Luckily, Mr Slattery
and Miss Cutler have done a video and written a Parents’ guide to help explain. The video
walk through can be found on this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qe-p8Hiaqxo
and the Parents’ guide is attached to the Parent Mail.

•

Reception and Year 1 will continue to give and receive feedback through ‘Tapestry’. This
system is working for you, so we’re not going to change that.

•

Remote learning books are available to collect if you need one. We’re hearing from some
of you that you are running out of resources where your children can record their learning.
If this affects you, there is a pile of books in the school reception and you are welcome to
come along and help yourself to one or two. Please remember that it is compulsory to
wear a face mask whenever you come onto our site unless you have a medical
exemption.

•

All adults in school are now being Covid tested twice a week. This is positive news because
it increases our ability to keep everyone safe. The purpose of the testing is to pick up on
possible asymptomatic cases where the virus could be spread without the infected
individual being aware that they are contagious. We don’t know how this is going to pan
out at the moment, but one possible outcome is that we may need to close bubbles at
short notice. We’re doing all we can to avoid this, however as always I will be very grateful
for your understanding if such a situation occurs.

•

Monday’s assembly is to announce the winning classes and children from the Reading
Challenge your children took part in before Christmas. We raised a LOT of money!! And
lots was read – I’m looking forward to announcing the winners live on Monday. Your
children have the zoom links, but just in case, see below:
Topic: Whole School Assembly - the Reading Challenge results!!
Time: Jan 25, 2021 09:00 AM London
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83938362620?pwd=Q3E2MWNid3d4MGVJZEhRc25kU0xRdz09
Meeting ID: 839 3836 2620
Passcode: es4Tbh

So, that’s today’s updates complete. School is a much quieter place at the moment – which is an
obvious statement given that 70% of children are working in their satellite St. James’ remote
learning locations! I’m sitting here today though, and I have been thinking of you all in your
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different living rooms, kitchens, studies etc. a lot. I’m often within the corridors here on my own
and (although I have to confess that the absence of anyone can be glorious and productive)
there is something quite sobering reflecting on the abnormal quietness of this building that you are
a part of and the fact that we are approaching a year of this pandemic in our lives and the reach
of its tentacles. We are apart, of course, but writing these Chronicles to you (and the way that
you respond) helps me to feel confident that we are still together – and in due course, I hope, we
will find ourselves feeling more free as a community to slowly come back. Just think how glorious
that is going to be! If you haven’t read ‘The Boy, the Mole, the Fox and the Horse’ by Charlie
Mackesy, I highly recommend it as something that will lift your soul. Today I’m going to leave you
with another of his pieces. Hold on, everyone, we’ll get there.

With my best wishes, as always,
Jeremy
Principal

A member of THE PORTSMOUTH AND WINCHESTER
DIOCESAN ACADEMIES TRUST
Portsmouth & Winchester Diocesan Academies Trust, a company limited by guarantee.
Registered in England & Wales No. 8161468
Registered office: First Floor, Peninsular House, Wharf Road, Portsmouth, PO2 8HB

