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7th February 2021
Dear Parents/ Carers,
The Coronavirus Chronicles #32
Even in this time of lockdown and uncertainty, life goes on and the sun still rises at dawn (although this
morning without the suggested snow, which was a little disappointing!). Equally, our academy
continues to move forwards and develop to meet the needs of the time, and today’s Chronicles
contains information about two key opportunities for developmental change in our organisation. I
encourage you to get involved with either, or both of these opportunities, and thank you in advance
for your interest.

•

Information evening regarding our upcoming change of Multi Academy Trust. Later this
year, the Portsmouth and Winchester Diocesan Academies Trust, which has provided high
level governance and support to the school since we became an academy, is going to be
winding down and we are going to be making an exciting move to the Diocese of
Chichester Academies Trust (DCAT). There are many, many positives to this move and the
Governors and I are excited for the increased capacity, support, stability and growth it will
offer to St. James’. We are holding an online information meeting about this change this
Thursday 11th February at 6pm on zoom. Here you will have a chance to ‘meet’ the key
players from DCAT, hear a little more about the move and ask any questions you may
have. The meeting will last for no more than an hour, and hopefully finish a little sooner. I
invite you all to come along to find out more about our exciting new horizon!

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82177250157?pwd=cjhoeEVmTStKZ2lHSVpTQ0dRaThaUT09
Meeting ID: 821 7725 0157
Passcode: 9VbfLC
•

Election to become a Parent Governor. We have a new vacancy to be filled on our Local
Board of Governors for a parent of a child in our school who feels that they would like to be
involved to help the school move forwards in a positive and constructive way. Attached to
this parent mail are two additions – one is a letter explaining more about the role, and the
other is the nomination form. Please consider if this is something you would like to do –
willingness to get involved and a passion and commitment to the community of St. James’
are the key ingredients! We have a great group of Governors and they are keen to
welcome a new face into the fold to continue our forward progress. SPOILER ALERT!!
Unfortunately, none of our meetings are as eventful or dramatic as those of Handforth
Parish Council…

A member of THE PORTSMOUTH AND WINCHESTER
DIOCESAN ACADEMIES TRUST
Portsmouth & Winchester Diocesan Academies Trust, a company limited by guarantee.
Registered in England & Wales No. 8161468
Registered office: First Floor, Peninsular House, Wharf Road, Portsmouth, PO2 8HB

•

School is closed over half term. As for many of you, this has been a long and hard half
term. We all need a break!! Although the details are illusive at the moment, I feel quite
certain that the next half term is going to involve further changes and it is highly likely that
we will be welcoming some, or all, children back to school, in some capacity. This will be
another shift change for us all and it is important we are recharged and ready to respond.
As I know any further news about more children coming back I will of course communicate
that to you, although I suspect we will all find out about it at the same time and then we’ll
work to put our plans in place with your support, as always. Family Payne have hired a hot
tub for the week, and look forward to lockdown decadence in our garden – I hope you are
all also able to find ways to relax and spend some time together, with less pressure on
learning and more time for recovery…

•

It’s OK not to be OK! You have done such a great job this last half term – we know that the
pace of learning and what we are asking the children (and yourselves) to do has changed
from Lockdown 1, but I’m really pleased to see from the questionnaire that the general
consensus is that live lessons have been positive, our adjustments have been well received
and in general terms we still feel connected as a community – together although apart.
That said, however, there are days when everything can be hard, rubbish or just depressing
– that’s OK too! We have stresses and strains here in school and at home with isolated
teachers and we get it. We’re all doing the best we can, and sometimes it’s fine to just say
– I’m going to sit this one out, do something else and try and get back on the horse later.
We understand, we’ve got your back, and we’re running a marathon, not a sprint.

•

Safeguarding incident from the police. We have received the following information from
Dorset police who have asked us to share the information with the community. ‘Police
have received a report of a parent receiving a suspicious phone call. The informant
received a call on 27012021 from a male saying he was arranging a 1:1 maths session and
required the details of the informant’s children. The male had a foreign accent and made
reference to working with years 1 – 8. No details were passed and the call was terminated.
The school linked to the informant was contacted and it was confirmed that they do not
make arrangements for 1:1 maths lessons.’ If you are contacted by anyone in a similar way
asking for your child’s details, they will NOT be acting on our behalf, please do not hand
over any details and contact us for advice or report such a call to the police.

And finally (John Craven reference for those of us old enough to feel the mood), I have two
suggestions for you. One is a game you may consider as a fun challenge over half term while
cooped up in your home. It’s called ‘Don’t get got’, and you can play it anywhere, any time
while doing anything. It’s available on Amazon, but you could also just read the description and
make up your own version…
Secondly, the picture on the next page sets up all sorts of questions. Which is you? Can you guess
which lockdown locations the other people in your house would choose? And if you had an
option of House 7, what would be your three luxuries…!?
With my best wishes,
Jeremy
Principal
#dontmesswithjackieweaver
#readthestandingorders
#mustgetoutmore….
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