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4th March 2021 
Dear Parents/ Carers, 
 

The Coronavirus Comeback #16 
 
Sorry!  It’s rather a long one because we’re coming back to school and there’s quite a lot that we 
need to burn through.  Thank you for your perseverance and patience! 
 

• INSET Day on Monday 8th.  In discussion with BCP and Public Health, they shared 
information that suggested that in schools that opened on a Monday after a period of 
closure, there have been some increased cases of viral transmission.  The hypothesis is that 
if everyone is brought back at once on a Monday, this sudden change can mean not all 
systems and measures are sufficiently in place to fully prevent unnecessary spread.  For this 
reason, to allow teachers/TAs to have a day acclimatising and preparing their classroom 
environments and to enable us to have time to reset the school premises and retrain 
everyone on our preventative measures, we decided that the safest option based on 
experience across schools in our area was to bring forward one of our training days so that 
school restarts safely for everyone on Tuesday 9th.  I appreciate that this has caused some 
inconvenience and apologise for that, but hope you understand that we are making these 
decisions in the interests of doing all we can to keep our community, your children and you 
as safe as we can. 
  

• Virtual Parents’ Evening.  We will be holding Virtual Parents’ Evenings at the end of this term 
on Monday 29th March from 3.30pm to 6.30pm, and on Wednesday March 31st from 4.30pm 
to 7.30pm.  We will be using the same system as last time and will send out information 
about how to book appointments shortly after the children return next week. 
 

• Playdates and Birthday parties etc.  Although schools are opening to all again, the country 
is still in a lockdown until at least March 29th while we continue to try and reduce viral 
transmission.  This means that you should be staying at home, there should be no household 
mixing indoors and exercise should be taken within your own family group or with one other 
person outdoors.  We are hearing of some planned ‘playdates’ or even birthday gatherings 
that would be breaking the rules that are intended to keep everyone safe – can I urge 
those that may be considering these events to think again and stick to the rules, please.  I 
know it’s hard, and we’ve been doing this for a long time now, but unless we show 
discipline and resolve now, all we will do is increase the length of time we are having to live 
like this.  Although children are in ‘bubbles’ in school, these bubbles do not extend outside 
of school so having children from the same bubble round to your house, or meeting 
outdoors is not allowed because it increases the amount of people and environments 
others come into contact with.  Public Health are very clear that the most significant area 



 

 

for transmission of the virus still is within households and adult to adult transmission which is 
why I am highlighting this to you. 
 

• 115 Club.  From Tuesday 9th March the 115 club will be operating again before and after 
school, following their own Coronavirus safety precautions.  Please contact them directly to 
discuss booking your child a place. 
 

• Household and support bubble testing.  You may be aware that lateral flow testing is being 
made available to household members and those who are in your support bubbles 
(possibly grandparents who childcare etc.)  Lateral flow tests are the ones the adults in 
school are using to test ourselves twice weekly in order to pick up possible asymptomatic 
cases, you conduct the test yourself and receive results within half an hour.  We strongly 
encourage as many of you as possible to take advantage of this opportunity so that we 
can prevent asymptomatic individuals from spreading the virus within our community.  
Household members and support bubble individuals can access testing through your 
employer if this is something they offer, by ordering kits online through the link below, or by 
collecting kits in person at local sites. 
 
Current community collection points that are open locally are situated at the Dolphin 
Swimming Pool in Poole, and at 2 Riversmeet Leisure Centre in Christchurch. 
 
These are running as dual purpose sites, but not at the same time, i.e symptomatic testing in 
the morning and as an LFD kit collection point from 1pm – 7pm. 
 
For more information please visit the Government website which sets out in detail who can 
access the regular testing and how. There is a map for you to put in your postcode and all 
of the community collection sites come up.  There is also information about how to book in 
to collect home testing kits, or the even more convenient information about how to order 
some to be sent directly to your home (which at the moment has a 24 hour turn around 
time so no need to put yourself at risk with unnecessary travel…).  Here’s the link: 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-
school-pupils-and-staff 
. 

• Resources your child may have at home.  When we locked down, some children took CGP 
exercise books home with them, some have reading books and some have other items 
that will need to be used to help them continue to learn back in school.  Please can you 
ensure that all these resources are brought back when the children return next Tuesday? 
 

• Uniform.  It would be worth checking your child’s uniform before we get to Tuesday 
morning…  Some children have grown and there is at least one child in my house who no 
longer fits any of his!  This could mean that you are struggling for the right sized uniform and 
shops aren’t open at the moment, so although we would like to ask everyone to be in full 
uniform if they can be, we understand and would ask that you please try and replace any 
ill-fitting clothes with garments that most closely resemble what our uniform looks like.  We 
do have some uniform in the office so you could telephone in to enquire if we could help 
also.   
 

• PE Days.  As before, we will be having whole days allocated to PE for each year group, and 
on those days we would like children to wear their PE kit into school so that we don’t have 
lots of clothes flying around when they are getting changed.  The schedule for PE days is 
printed at the end of the increasingly lengthy update… 
 

• Don’t bring in extra stuff from home, please.  Pokemon cards, yo yos, rubics cubes, and 
whatever the ‘yoof’ of today like to pass the time of day with are lovely, however it’s 
important we don’t have additional items being brought into school from home please.  
Children should only need to bring in their lunches, water bottles and a coat.  But the coat 
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is the most important because we have windows open and if it’s a bit cold we wear our 
coats as extra insulation. 
 

• Attendance.  Now that schools are officially going to be open to all children, our 
attendance recording and reporting goes back to normal.  This means that your child 
should be in school unless they are unwell or have symptoms of Covid, or someone in your 
household has tested positive or is awaiting the results of a test.  As before, if your child has 
a persistant cough, a high temperature or a loss of sense of taste or smell, you must keep 
them off school and book a test to find out if they have Covid.  In those circumstances, 
please contact the school office or email covid@stjamescebournemouth.com to inform us 
and we will do all we can to help you access what you need.  If you’re not sure, give us a 
call – we’ve been dealing with this for a while now (…!) and would be happy to talk 
through your situation to identify the best course of action to help keep everyone safe.   
 

• Dropping off and picking up your child.  Please can only one adult bring their child/ren to 
the school site.  Please try and time your arrival so that you are not hanging around and 
waiting, rather you arrive in the drop off window, can say goodbye and then move straight 
off the school site.  Equally, at the end of the day, please ensure you are socially distanced 
from other adults and leave the site as soon as you have collected your child.  We 
appreciate that some people may need to hang around because they may have a 
second child with a later drop off or pick up time, and in those circumstances, please keep 
walkways clear and wait somewhere suitably socially distanced. This includes our older 
children who we would like to arrive when they are able to enter the school site, rather 
than come early to play on the playground, please. 
 

• Wearing face masks and following the one way system on site.  In line with the scientific 
guidance and government advice, we are currently continuing to require all adults who 
come onto our site to wear a face mask, please (unless you have a medical exemption).  
The Coronavirus is transmitted in part through particles in the air we breath, and by wearing 
a mask you dramatically reduce the aerosol content that you put out into the environment 
around you.  As such, you are protecting others from potential infection as much as you 
are protecting yourself.  Families within our community have lost loved ones to this terrible 
virus and we all must play our part to ensure that we minimise any more trauma and 
suffering.  The one way system (principally ensuring human traffic travels down the narrow 
path from Spurgeon Road towards the church, and then down the driveway) is in place for 
the same reason.  I have reproduced the map we created in September to help you 
understand the routes around site, and this is later in the bulletin.  Thank you for respecting 
these two safety measures. 
 



 

 

• Staggered Start Times, Different Entry Points.  We are a tight site and the start and end of the 
day are obviously key moments where many people are converging on the school at one 
time.  In order to manage this, we are slightly staggering the drop off and pick up times – 
and the places where your children will enter and leave the building.  See below: 
 

Year Group Start Time Drop Off Location Finish Time Pick Up Location 
Reception 

8:45 – 8:55 

Spurgeon Road pathway 

3:10pm  

Spurgeon Road pathway 
Year 2 Staff Car Park Staff Car Park 
Year 4 Front of school driveway War memorial 
Year 6 Year 6 Steps Year 6 steps 
Year 1 

8:30 – 8:40 
Staff Car Park 

3pm 
Staff Car Park 

Year 3 Spurgeon Road pathway War memorial 
Year 5 Front of school driveway Front of school driveway 

 
 
Hopefully, and with continued vigilance, we are about to begin the slow and gradual journey to 
bring our school community physically back together again, permanently.  This last year will, I am 
optimistic, remain something of a ghost in our past that we will always remember, but will grow 
forward from in strength together.  We honestly CAN’T WAIT to see you all again next week….!! 
 
With my best wishes, 
 
Jeremy 
Principal 
 
#we’rewithyou 
#turningthecorner 
#onestepatatime 
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Monday Tuesday 
 

Wednesday 
 

Thursday 
 

Friday 

Monday 8th March 
INSET DAY 

  Thursday 11th March 
Year 5 Greek Day 

Friday 12th March 
Year 3 Roman Day 

Monday 15th March Tuesday 16th March Wednesday 17th 
March 

Thursday 18th March Friday 19th March 

March 22nd March Tuesday 23rd March Wednesday 24th 
March 

Thursday 25th March Friday 26th March 

EASTER HOLIDAY 

Monday 19th April Tuesday 20th April Wednesday 21st 
April 

Thursday 22nd April Friday 23rd April 

Monday 26th April Tuesday 27th April Wednesday 28th 
April 

Thursday 29th April Friday 30th April 

Monday 1st May Tuesday 2nd May Wednesday 3rd 
May 

Thursday 4th May Friday 5th May 

Monday 8th May Tuesday 9th May Wednesday 10th 
May 

Thursday 11th May Friday 12th May 

Monday 15th May Tuesday 16th  May Wednesday 17th 
May 

Thursday 18th May Friday 19th May 

Monday 25th May Tuesday 26th May Wednesday 27th 
May 

Thursday 28th May Friday 29th May 

MAY HALF TERM 

Year R 
Dolphins 

and Seals 

Year 1 
Otters and 

Turtles 

Year 2 
Sharks and 
Stingrays 

Year 3 
London 

and Paris 

Year 4 
Madrid 

and Rome 

Year 5 
Beijing and 
Washington 

Year 6 
Bogota 

and 
Santiago 


