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18th April 2021 
Dear Parents/ Carers, 

The Coronavirus Chronicles #35 
 
Well, I think it’s fair to say that when the sun comes out it’s my worst distraction and so I’ve come in 
earlyish today to see if I can get these Chronicles written and out to you all before the barbeques are 
started and the picnic blankets are spread out…  How lovely to be seeing the sunshine again!  We’re 
very much looking forward to seeing you all again tomorrow after our Easter break.  I hope you have 
had a chance to relax and are feeling rested and ready for a summer term where we will be trying to 
get things back to a more normal school life.  Here are the headlines! 
 

• All adults can now access free Covid testing twice a week.  Public Health England have 
described this as ‘asymptomatic surveillance’ and given that around 1 in 3 people with 
Covid do not display symptoms, this twice weekly DIY testing is a positive step we can all 
take to try and keep the spread of Covid as limited as possible.  All adults in school are 
testing twice a week, and to access your own test kits, please follow this link and you can 
either order tests to be delivered, or you can go and collect them from a site local to you: 
https://www.gov.uk/find-covid-19-lateral-flow-test-site 
 

• PE and Sport provision.  We have been asked some understandable questions around our 
current PE/ Sports provision.  Attached to the ParentMail that brought you this Chronicles is 
a more detailed explanation of the rationale behind the decisions we have taken.  This 
remains under review, but we’re delighted to announce that: 

 
• Some after school clubs are about to start again!  You received a ParentMail before the 

holiday with the beginning timetable for after school clubs which will resume in the second 
week back. There was also a Parentmail form that you need to fill in by Tuesday 20th April to 
indicate if you wish to apply for your child to attend one of the clubs.   We’re working hard 
to try and get things back to the old normal as quickly, carefully and safely as we can.  We 
will review each change we make to see the impact and assess whether we can continue 
to go further or whether we need to reverse course.  Whisper it quietly, we’ve even booked 
a provisional date for Sports Day! (June 25th… fingers crossed!) 

 
• Dogs on site for drop off or pick up.  We have seen an increase in the number of dogs who 

are being walked as part of the pick up and drop off routine.  Whilst we understand why 
this has been the case, we need to ask you all to leave your dogs at home or in the car 
while you pick up.  There are some children who are very nervous of any dog, and even 
though you know your dog is lovely, others don’t and so that’s why we have this rule.  No 
dogs on site, please. 
 



 

 

• Scooting down the hill.  We have noticed a number of children who are scooting freely 
down the hill from the church towards Christchurch Road.  Every time we see it, we imagine 
what the consequences would be of someone losing control and going straight out in front 
of a car.  Just because it will make us feel a little less anxious, please can you ask your 
children to walk down that hill…? 
 

• Still staggering start and finish times.  We know the sibling thing is still a problem, but there 
are also other people who are arriving before their allocated arrival/ drop off times.  Please 
can you try not to be early so that we don’t have more people on site than is absolutely 
necessary.  This is equally important for those children who walk in, especially Year 6 – we’d 
like not to have children playing games on the playground before the start of the day, if 
possible please. 
 

• Summer term end date has changed.  Because of the need to bring forward INSET training 
days to manage last minute lockdowns etc. the end of the Summer term date has had to 
be moved back to Friday 23rd July, rather than Wednesday 21st July.  
 

• Email us if you have a positive Covid case, or symptoms.  Please remember that we have 
the email address covid@stjamescebournemouth.com which is dedicated to you informing 
us if you have a suspected case in your family, symptoms or a verified positive case.  Please 
let us know because there are knock on consequences that we need to consider in order 
to make sure we keep everyone as safe as possible.  A reminder that the three symptoms 
of concern are a temperature, a persistent dry cough or a loss of the sense of taste or smell.  
If you have any of these you should self isolate immediately with the rest of your family, 
book a PCR test and await the results.  You should also let us know using the email address 
above or by phoning the school office. 
 

• Mrs Price is our new Inclusion Leader.  We’re delighted to be welcoming Mrs Price back 
after her maternity leave.  She will be taking on a new role as our Inclusion Leader.  I’d like 
to publicly thank Mrs Dimambro who has done an amazing job as our interim Inclusion 
Leader last term and will continue to play a lead role in the support we provide alongside 
Mrs Price.  I’d also like to thank Mrs Allen, (who will be reading this in her capacity as a 
Mummy) for the continued support she has provided to both Mrs Price and Mrs Dimambro 
so that the transition following her departure has been as smooth as possible. 
 

• Welcome to Miss Paris and Mr Lilis.  We have said goodbye to Mr Holland and Mr Worthy 
over the Easter break, and welcome Miss Paris as the new class teacher for Otters and Mr 
Lillis as our new Site Manager.  They have both already made great starts to their time at St. 
James’ and we’re delighted to have them on board. 
 

• No thank you to phone watches that take pictures…  In the last term we had a few 
incidents with children wearing wrist devices that also allowed them to make phone calls or 
take photos and video.  There are safeguarding concerns with this and it’s basically the 
same as our rules on mobile phones – we prefer children not to bring them to school, 
however if they have to do so then we need them to be handed in to class teachers at the 
start of the day, please. 
 

• Face masks and the one way system.  As before, we ask everyone to consider the 
thoughts, safety and anxieties of others and support our community by wearing a face 
mask (unless you have a medical exemption) and observing our one way system around 
the site.  We are very grateful for your cooperation in this matter. 
 

• Change of Multi Academy Trust.  All being well, we are two weeks away now from our 
transition from the Portsmouth and Winchester Diocesan Academy Trust (PWDAT) to 
becoming a part of the Diocese of Chichester Academy Trust (DCAT).  When that 
happens, you may see some necessary changes to our letter templates and website etc. 
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but we will still be the same school and same people and are very much looking forward to 
the new partnership we will enjoy with DCAT. 
 

Right, that’s the update.  Time to go and feel the beach between my toes, enjoy a sandy 
sandwich and rev up for the summer term.  This time last year we were looking at a relatively 
barren landscape of virtual schooling.  We’ve got to remain diligent to minimise any chances of 
spreading the virus, but there’s something exhilarating about knowing we are coming back again 
as a physical school community tomorrow.  We’re all very much looking forward to seeing your 
smiles and happy faces again in the morning. 
 
With my best wishes, 
 
Jeremy 
Principal 
 
#sunshineisthebest 
#dontundercookthesausages 
#cantwaittoseeyouagain 
 

 


