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24th April 2021
Dear Parents/ Carers,
The Coronavirus Chronicles #36
With one week of the summer term down, I wanted to come back to you to pass on all our thanks to
the children for the way that they have stepped up this week to the challenges we set them on
Monday. We are maintaining a close eye on our safety and continuing to use the measures that have
proven effective, but at the same time we are trying to move slowly towards something a little more
like the normal we were used to. I also have some unwelcome news to pass on.

•

Goodbye, Mrs Mills. With great sadness, I need to inform our community that Mrs Barbara
Mills BEM passed away yesterday. For the few of you who may not have known Mrs Mills,
the award of the British Empire Medal is an indication of the calibre and contribution of this
magnificent and colourful lady. Barbara had a strong Christian faith that was the
foundation of her character. She ran St. James’ pre-school for many years and nurtured
such a large section of our community. She was a valued Governor of our school for a
considerable period of time and was never anything less than ebullient, enthusiastic and
loving to all around her. My personal memory of Mrs Mills is of my first day in post here as
Principal, when this confident, unstoppable force burst into my office with flowers and
threw her arms around me to welcome me to the community and say how delighted she
was that I was working here. It honestly made me feel at home immediately. She would
always shout and wave over from the pre-school when we were on the gate, and she had
the richest of hearts for all who were fortunate enough to be connected to her. She loved
all children and would move heaven and earth to give them the best starts in life. Grief is
the price we pay for love, and I know that the collective sadness that will permeate our
hearts is a testament to how much love Barbara was able to bring into our lives and world.
Goodbye, Mrs Mills, and thank you for being you. The photo at the end of this newsletter is
of Barbara at Wembley stadium supporting our football team who were lucky enough to
play there before the Norwich v. Middlesborough game. Typically, she’s waving her
Millwall scarf, because, well, she’s Barbara, and why wouldn’t she! What a character.

•

Medical Tracker. To improve our capacity to examine and evaluate patterns and
information related to our first aid and medical provision, we have adopted a new online
system called, imaginatively, Medical Tracker Online. One of the benefits of this system is
that we can provide direct email alerts if your child suffers a head bump or other minor
injury in school. The emails are automated, and perhaps not as eloquently worded as I
may like, but we hope that this system will help you to feel a little more informed if there is a
minor accident involving your child in school. Please be reassured, however, that if there is
something more serious we will of course contact you in person to discuss the matter with
you directly.
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•

The token tube is nearly full! With some considerable excitement yesterday, we hoovered
up all of the golden tokens that have been awarded to the children and we have nearly
filled the token tube. Because golden time, rewards and getting together in the hall are all
much more difficult at the moment, we have decided that when it is full we will be giving a
whole school reward of a pizza day. We’ll let you know how that gets on, but it’s getting
close now!!!

•

After school clubs begin next week. Firstly, I’d like to thank all of the adults in school who
are giving their time to deliver such a great program of free after school clubs across the
school age range. We’re delighted to be able to bring back some of these clubs and to
offer some new ones. If your child is participating in certain after school clubs, we are
asking that they come to school in their PE kit so we do not have to get changed at the
end of the day. Information about which clubs this applies to was in a recent Parentmail.

I’ve got no silly jokes today, although perhaps Barbara would have encouraged me to do so! Our
thoughts and prayers are with her family, friends, and everyone who is affected by our loss.
With my best wishes,
Jeremy
Principal

