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8th May 2021
Dear Parents/ Carers,
The Coronavirus Chronicles #37
What a miserable day – everything is wet! I have been watching some of the lockdown films we made
this time last year and can’t believe just how continuously glorious the weather was for us. It was like
swimming in sunshine – in that respect we were very lucky, and although I know it was hard work, I
have reflected just how much more difficult lockdown 1 could have been if we had been faced with
repetitive days like today... With regard to the rain though, as I am now suitably middle aged I am
disappointed in myself that I look upon this kind of weather and say awful ‘Dad’ things like ‘at least it’s
good for the grass…..’!?. Oversharing - I apologise!! On with the updates!

•

DCAT has landed. We are under new management! We are very pleased to let you know
that last Saturday we officially moved to our new Trust, The Diocese of Chichester
Academy Trust (DCAT). Some of you will have met the Chief Executive, Mark Talbot, and
members of the DCAT team during the handover events. They shared their website which
can be found here and also their vision - that every child achieves their God-given
potential and that this is about children being happy, safe and successful at school. We
look forward to working with DCAT and benefiting from their network of schools and the
support they provide. We’re only one week into this new relationship and already we can
see the significant increase in the capacity and levels of support that we will benefit from.
It’s a great move and fantastic news for the long-term future of the St. James’ community.

•

I’m a Headteacher again! I know this is of no consequence (or probably interest) to
anyone else, but I’m delighted to say that I’m no longer the Principal of St. James’. A small
personal benefit of our new DCAT status is that I am once again a Headteacher, which I
feel much more comfortable with. I love America, but they can’t pronounce tomato
properly, if you ask for chips someone gives you crisps and they believe that football is a
game you play with your hands….

•

After school clubs and the weather. It has been amazing seeing the after school clubs in
action again, and we’re delighted that our progress towards becoming a more ‘normal’
school continues at a steady and sensible pace. Unfortunately, if the weather is against us,
we have no options for alternative spaces to conduct some clubs which need to be
outdoors, and so we may be forced to cancel. We will let you know via ParentMail as soon
as we make such a decision, and I am grateful for your understanding if that is the case.

•

A star wars baby for Mr Parsons! How lovely it is to share the news that on May the Fourth,
at 11.53am, baby Teddy Ellis Parsons was born weighing 8lb 1oz. We are delighted for Mr
Parsons and his family and finish this week’s Chronicles with some lovely pictures of this new
little miracle.
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New life in one family, and a celebration of life in another. What an incredibly intense and varied
thing humanity is. It will be lovely to see any of you who wish to join us as Barbara Mills makes a
final pass of our school on Wednesday at 2.05pm. Have a great weekend, everyone.
With my best wishes,
Jeremy
Headteacher!

