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1st July 2021 
Dear Parents/ Carers, 

The Coronavirus Chronicles #39 
 
In my last Chronicles, the first bullet point was ‘A third wave is here’.  That was based on our briefings 
with public health and BCP, alongside the experiences of other local schools.  Between then and now, 
we have certainly seen the impact on our school and today’s update is just to share with you a little of 
our current reality.  As we have been all the way through, we are in close contact with BCP and PHD 
and we act on their advice, guidance and learning from the wider picture.  We are grateful that they 
are there! 
 

• We have four bubbles currently working from home.  Positive PCR or LFD results have meant 
that we have had to take the decision to send four bubbles home to self isolate and work 
from home.  The reality for us in a classroom is that it is practically impossible to effectively 
keep children separate if you have any intention of maintaining a valuable and effective 
level of learning and progress.  As a result, we effectively have freedom of movement 
within a class bubble but work hard to keep bubbles apart.  A positive case means we 
have to close a whole bubble because everyone is a potential close contact.  We also 
conduct a contact tracing exercise to see if any other children would classify as a ‘close 
contact’.  Four bubbles closed is four more than any of us would want, however the 
positive news here is that so far our bubbles have been ‘holding’.  This means that, touch 
wood, our protective measures in school are preventing wider spread of the virus.  
 

• Staffing.  I have always felt that the biggest risk to our capacity to function effectively and 
remain open safely was not necessarily children with the virus, but the impact on our 
staffing capacity.  Today, for example, we have just over 20 adults who are not able to be 
in school out of a combination of self-isolation, illness or childcare for self-isolating children.  
We are afloat, but only just… we will continue to do all we can to keep our doors open, but 
the next bullet point gains, I hope, even greater significance in the light of this news. 
 

• Symptoms.  Thank you to those of you who are home testing twice a week as a precaution 
and early warning sign.  It remains incredibly important that we are vigilant for symptoms 
and do not send any child into school if they have a high temperature, persistent cough or 
loss of taste or smell.  There are indications that strong headaches or a strong ‘summer 
cold’ are also indicators of potential Covid infection, and if you or your child exhibit these 
symptoms we strongly recommend you apply for a PCR test.  As always, if you have any 
questions, concerns or uncertainties, please contact the school office or email our bespoke 
address covid@stjamescebournemouth.com and we will be able to offer guidance and 
advice in line with the latest information we have.  I say this to all colleagues in school as 
well – there are NO silly questions, and we’d always rather that you ask. 

 
• Goodbye and thank you, Mrs Malt.  After a dedicated 19 years, we say goodbye tomorrow 

to Mrs Malt who has served our community wonderfully and shown love and care for so 



many children who have passed through our school hall during lunchtimes.  Mrs Malt is a 
much valued member of the team who has helped to keep the children (and staff…) 
fuelled and ready to learn.  Thank you Mrs Malt, we send you on your retirement journey 
with some personal sadness, but a huge amount of goodwill and encouragement for this 
next chapter in your life. 

 
 

With three full weeks left until summer there is still plenty of opportunity for positive learning and school 
activity.  To those of you who are affected by the self-isolations I am grateful for the way you are 
supporting the school and managing your own circumstances because we know it is difficult.  I am 
equally grateful to the adults in school who are working flexibly to cover absences, switching between 
physical and remote learning and going the extra mile for the greater good.  In the 15 months we 
have been living with this pandemic we have faced many challenges and had to make many 
adaptations.  It does feel like a new chapter is being written at the moment and once again it is your 
understanding and teamwork that will see us through successfully. 
 
My grateful thanks, as always, 
 
Jeremy 
Headteacher 
 

 


