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5th September 2021 
Dear Parents/ Carers, 

The Coronavirus Chronicles #42 
 
Astonishingly, the start of a new academic year has come again.  Where does the holiday go?  I’d like 
to say a huge welcome to those families who are beginning their St. James’ journey with us as new 
starters in Reception and to everyone else we can simply say ‘We’ve missed you’!!!  It will be great to 
have the whole community back together again after what I hope was a meaningful and joyful 
holiday time with those you love and laugh with.  I’m so excited that we’re all coming back that at 
great expense and with not a small amount of logistical challenges we’ve managed to arrange for 
four displays from the Red Arrows just to celebrate the start of our new school year – we hope you 
have enjoyed them!!  So, here is, currently, what’s occurring. 

 
• We are entering a new chapter with some unknowns (again).  With the increase in 

vaccinated individuals, all the rules for isolation, testing, tracing contacts, how we operate 
in schools and much more has changed quite a bit.  Covid history tells us that it is going to 
be a number of days or weeks before we are able to know the full implications of this and 
as a result we will continue to monitor our practice and adjust and adapt accordingly to 
do all we can to keep everyone safe.  In advance, as always, I am grateful for your 
understanding and patience through this process.  I will continue to be as open and 
transparent with you as I can so we can walk this path together. 
 

• Covid is still among us, and in certain circumstances it spreads rapidly.  It is important that 
we all understand and acknowledge this truth, and we continue to have measures in 
place in school to minimise the risk of transmission.  However, it remains absolutely vital that 
anyone showing any symptoms of Covid DOES NOT come to school, and books a PCR test.  
If in doubt, please call the school before sending your child in, and please remember that 
you can email covid@stjamescebournemouth.com with questions or information about 
your family status.  Knowledge and information is a vital tool in the process of trying to 
make the best decisions for our community, so please keep us informed as much as 
possible, and I continue to encourage all families to do twice weekly LFD tests at home for 
ongoing monitoring. 
 

• Staggered starts will continue for the first week initially.  As mentioned in the final Chronicles 
of last academic year, at least for the first week we are going to continue with the 
staggered starts and finishes while we learn about our community Covid profile and gather 
experience about our new normal.  In order to try and reduce disruption, we are changing 
the start times for year groups so that your child will arrive at the same time they were doing 
in July.  So: 
 

• New pick up and drop off times.  But not…  To reduce confusion and prevent more 
timetabling challenges for families, we have decided that year groups will ‘carry forward’ 
their drop off and pick up times and keep the same slots, although some year groups will 



now be using a new entrance or exit.  (Reception children are not included in this rota as 
this week is predominantly home visits, however Group A should arrive at 8.45am on Friday 
on the Spurgeon Road pathway).  The timings relate to your child’s NEW YEAR GROUP, and 
are as follows:  
 

Year Group Start Time Drop Off Location Finish Time Pick Up Location 
Year 2 

8:30 – 8:40 
Staff Car Park 

3pm 
Staff Car Park 

Year 4 Spurgeon Road pathway War memorial 
Year 6 Front of school driveway Front of school driveway 
Year 1 

8:45 – 8:55 

Staff Car Park 

3:10pm 

Staff Car Park 

Year 3 Old Year 6 steps (front of 
school driveway) 

Old Year 6 steps (front of 
school driveway) 

Year 5 Front of school driveway War memorial 
 

• One way system.  We would still like to retain the one way system outside school and would 
be grateful for your cooperation with this, 
 

• Wearing masks.  We would be grateful if you would consider continuing to wear masks on 
the school site, however this is a matter of personal choice.  I do wish to highlight that we 
continue to focus strongly on the safety and well being of everyone in our community and 
so please respect the personal space of other people should you need to talk with them 
and please do not be offended if you are asked to step back a little to a safer distance.  
Everyone has different anxiety levels around Covid and we do not know what people have 
experienced or are dealing with in their personal lives – kindness and tolerance for each 
other costs nothing and will continue to keep our community strong. 
 

• Parents’ information evenings.  We are planning to hold our information evenings to share 
key information about this school year on Thursday 23rd September.  These will be on zoom, 
and will be at 4pm for Years one and two, 5pm for Years three and four and 6pm for Years 
five and six.  A date for Reception will be shared in the future.  Links will be sent out at a 
later date. 
 

We all want things to be back to normal – for the complications of the last 18 months to melt away 
and to be able to just focus on life as it was before Covid came.  We are doing what we can as a 
school to enable that, however there are still challenges and some unknowns on the horizon.  We have 
also been apart for six weeks and in that time your own personal and family experiences will have 
been varied and unique.  Remember – be kind and tolerant.  We can all take comfort from being a 
part of the St. James’ family – a strong community who look out for and care for each other.  We don’t 
know what this new academic year holds for us, but we will face it all together.  I am looking forward 
to seeing you all in the morning! 
 
With my best wishes, 
 
Jeremy 
Headteacher 


