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18th September 2021
Dear Parents/ Carers,
The Coronavirus Chronicles #45
It has been very busy in school this last week with a number of challenges to cope with and problem
solve. Covid continues to be a big driver of how we operate and I am grateful to you all for your
cooperation and understanding in different circumstances. Here’s your bullet points for this week…!

•

Symptoms, LFD tests and PCR tests. I apologise for the bluntness of this message, however it
is crucial we all play our part to try and prevent the spread of Covid and we have seen an
increase in cases in school this last week in particular. Here comes the message… IF YOUR
CHILD HAS SYMPTOMS OF COVID, REGARDLESS OF WHETHER THEY HAVE RETURNED A
NEGATIVE HOME LFD TEST, THEY MUST ISOLATE AT HOME AND BOOK A PCR TEST. DO NOT
SEND THEM INTO SCHOOL UNTIL YOU RECEIVE A SUBSEQUENT NEGATIVE RESULT ON A PCR
TEST. I absolutely understand and appreciate that the rules and guidance seem very
confusing at the moment, however we have a fair amount of knowledge and experience
in school now and are always happy to chat through your circumstances and help you to
work out what you need to do in any possible Covid/illness situation. If in doubt, PLEASE ring
the school office or email covid@stjamescebournemouth.com before sending your child
into school. It will only be by working together that we can keep transmission as limited as
we are able.

•

School lunches. I have received a number of enquiries and concerns this week about
lunchtimes in the hall. As a result of the Covid activity within school my time has been
stretched and I have not been able to respond to all these enquiries individually, so I felt it
would be efficient to respond here (I hope those that contacted me will understand).
Three years or so ago we introduced a rolling program of lunch sittings so that a. all children
would be able to eat together with their friends in the hall for lunch, b. we could limit the
number of children on the playground at any one time and improve safety and c. we
could ensure the very biggest and the smallest children would have some dedicated
playground time of their own. It has been 18 months since we have been able to operate
this system, and given the removal of many Covid restrictions, this is now able to begin
again. It is very fair and accurate to say that implementing this ‘sitting’ system again has
not been without its challenges and I am aware that some children have not had the time
that they would wish to eat their dinner. Certainly, in part, this is down to our logistical
management of timings and moving large numbers of children around on our site
effectively. We are aware of this and have been problem solving all week to improve
things. The children are also becoming accustomed to the new process and this is making
things smoother also. Although we have timings for sittings, we do recognise that some
children may not have eaten all their lunch and they are allowed to continue in the hall
until they have done so. Things are getting better and we had these same teething
problems when we first introduced the system three years ago and very quickly we ironed
those issues out. Please reassure your children that if they need more time to eat they will
be allowed to do so, and I am confident that the system is better now than it was last
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week, and we will continue to reflect and improve to become the well oiled machine we
had previously.
•

Parents’ Information meetings. On Thursday 23rd September this week we will be holding
our Parents’ information meetings, this year on zoom. Your child’s teachers will be present
and we will be giving a short presentation on information that could be useful to you this
year, relevant to your child’s year group. Please join us by clicking on the relevant link
below at the appropriate time, also listed below.
o

Year 1 and 2 parent meeting – 4pm
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83136835617?pwd=WlI3ZmkxNGV5K3lUd0gzVVNOUytIUT09

o Year 3 and 4 parent meeting – 5pm
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83929249602?pwd=NVRYMTlXamx4SzhxWVY3dlgwZER5Zz09
o

Year 5 and 6 parent meeting – 6pm
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81424461344?pwd=cmR5aC8zUDI1WHB1bWRpYUFjSmtaZz09

•

Glass water bottles. Earlier this week a glass water bottle smashed out on the playground.
Please could I ask everyone to ensure that their child’s water bottle is made of plastic or
another unsmashable material.

•

‘Pop it’ fiddle toys. We are seeing an increasing number of children bringing ‘Pop It’ toys
into school – essentially these are like rubber bubble wrap without the bursting element.
Some children are carrying these around with them, into toilets and into the hall at lunch. I
presume I need say no more about the hygiene implications… I would be grateful if these
toys, unless part of an educational provision for your child, could stay at home, please?

•

HOPE. Our second Christian value. Hope for our future. After last week’s worship exploring
our value of L-O-V-E, we will begin tomorrow thinking about what hope means and why it is
another core value at St. James’. Hope is essentially the capacity to seek and imagine
positive outcomes from any situation and the past Covid experience has required us to
deploy large volumes of this particular concept. We’ll be talking about David and Goliath,
and focussing on the prospect of hope for all of our futures, both collectively and
individually.

Looking ahead in the short and medium term, I’m leaving the window open to many possible
scenarios, and we are working closely as always with BCP and Public Health. Your children have
been magnificent, kind and demonstrated the value of Love in much of what they do this term
which has been wonderful to observe. It feels very much like we’re back in the well-worn territory
we have been through before – one step at a time… but, as always, I know we will keep smiling
and looking out for each other. We are St. James’, after all. Thank you for playing your part in our
community. Have a great weekend.
With my best wishes,
Jeremy
Headteacher
#HOPE

