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18th October 2021 
Dear Parents/ Carers, 

A Coronavirus Collaboration #1 
 

We need your help!  We’re looking for volunteers…  This is a one topic newsletter today, focussing 
on what we believe will be the challenges of the coming term as we move towards Christmas.  

We’re trying to ‘get our ducks in a row’ and learn from the disruption of this term.  We have 
worked so well together through the pandemic so far, so please give your thought and attention 

to this letter which is intending to lay plans that will help us to function effectively as a school in the 
coming term, which I anticipate will be as challenging, if not more so, than the one we have just 

experienced. 
 

• Covid is more present now in school than at any time since this started.  Once again, we 

are walking in uncharted territory…. Since the start of September, seventeen children have 

received a positive PCR test for Covid and eighty seven children have received a negative 
result either at the school’s request or as a result of cases within their house or parental 

action following possible symptoms (thank you for you cooperation and help!).  
 

• One class needed to be isolated from the rest of the school.  As a result of a number of 

cases linked together in the same class, we had to change break times, lunch times, 

internal routines, communal lunches and our offer of extra curricular clubs.  The class had to 
be isolated and increased testing implemented which did stop the spread of the virus.  This 

impacted on the movement of adults as well. 
 

• Absence of adults in school is high and having an impact.  Seven adults have tested 

positive this term so far.  Other adults have had to isolate for varying reasons and in blunt 

terms this has stretched our capacity to operate as effectively as we would like.  It has 
placed significant demand on staff and challenged our abilities to be everything we know 

we can be, and to provide the children with the primary experiences we aspire to give 
them every day.  Adults who are off need to be covered and there are multiple knock on 
effects that range from frustrating to significant.  Given that it would be prudent to plan for 

this to get worse before it gets better, we are looking to increase our available options. 
 

• Could YOU be of help to us?  In simple terms, for a limited time (which at the moment 

means up until Christmas), are there any days/ half days of the week when you would be 
able to offer your services to the school at short notice as a volunteer if we needed 
additional adults to help support learning?  This could be helping in a class (this would be 

any class in the school, where needed), supporting on the playground, helping in the lunch 
hall etc.  You do not need to be an expert at all, you would just need to be a willing 

volunteer and be happy to get stuck in - to the best of your ability.  We would provide you 
with guidance and support. 
 

 



 

• Please put yourself forward!  Our ambition is to build a database of people within our 

community and their available days who we could call on to boost us in the event that our 
capacity continues to be stretched.  You would always be working under the supervision 

of, and in support of, trained colleagues in the school and this is a ‘Covid Contingency 
Plan’ which means it is time limited and you may not be called upon even if you offer 
support.  We’d like to not have to use you, but we’d be very grateful to know that you were 

there if needed!! 
 

• Sign up!  If you feel you are able to help, please could you follow the link below by the end 

of this week so that we can see what support may be available and organise ourselves 
ready for the start of the new term.  I know that obviously not everyone is in a position to 
offer support and I am very grateful for the positive things you all do every day for our 

community.  
 

 
We are likely to ask volunteers to complete a DBS check for Safeguarding purposes.  Please visit 

the following link to let us know your availability and interest: 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/DVXKLK3 
 
 
  

With my thanks in anticipation and best wishes, 
 

Jeremy 
Headteacher 
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