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19th November 2021 

Dear Parent/ Carers of Year 3 children, 
 
Currently, as I wrote to inform you last weekend and during the week, St. James’ is experiencing 

high levels of positive Covid cases, both in children and adults.  This has led to enhanced 
measures and consultation with BCP and Public Health to ensure we are doing all we can 

additionally to keep our community safe and reduce transmission.  Different year groups are 
being affected in different ways – Year 6 have had their planned residential trip for next week 
cancelled, and in Year 3 almost thirty percent of the children are currently off with a positive test 

result as well as three of our adults.  At this moment we don’t know whether this trend will stabilise 
or continue to grow.   

 
Ensuring effective and appropriately staffed provision and safety in school are our key priorities, 

and we are doing everything we can to enable this.  Sometimes I have to make difficult decisions 
and these three factors are the keys in the decision making process.  For this reason, I have been 
given approval to move the Year 3 year group to remote learning provision for Monday 22nd 

November, and possibly Tuesday 23rd (however the Tuesday decision will be finalised when we 
know what developments there have been over the weekend).  At the latest we hope to have 

everyone (bar those still isolating) back in class and school by Wednesday 24th. 
 

Your children will be provided with live lessons led by Miss Bowen or other members of the team, 
and recorded content and feedback where possible.  It will be basically the same organisation as 
it was during the lockdown at the start of the year.  We will send out more information on this over 

the weekend as we finalise the arrangements.  It is our intention to have the children back in 
school as soon as is reasonably possible and will communicate our thinking to you regarding 

Tuesday’s viability as soon as we conduct a review on Monday. 
 
I would be very grateful if you could continue to inform the school of any further positive LFD or 

PCR results for your children over the weekend.  covid@stjamescebournemouth.com. 
 

I am taking this decision now because I know it will create disruption (for which I am very sorry) but 
I wanted to give you as much time as possible to plan accordingly.  In advance I thank you for 

your understanding, patience and support. 
 
Best wishes, 

 
Jeremy Payne 

Headteacher 

 
  


