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Newsletter 

People were bringing little children to Jesus for him to place his hands on them, but the disciples rebuked them. When Jesus 

saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of 

God belongs to such as these. Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter 

it.” And he took the children in his arms, placed his hands on them and blessed them.                                                                               

Mark 10 v 13-16 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

It is so lovely to be back. The school is meant to have children in it. I pondered this whilst attending 

school over the summer holidays to prepare for the upcoming academic year. It becomes a vibrant,  

happy place, filled with laughter and learning. The children have started the year beautifully, displaying 

wonderful learning behaviours following our Ready, Respectful and Safe behaviour code. 

 

Worship 

We started back this week with a reminder how special and unique we all are. I read ‘You are special’ by 

Max Lucado, where Punchinello learns the importance of trusting his maker, Eli. It is a reminder that we 

can check in with God at any time. 

Reverend Rachel led our worship in church on Thursday morning. It is such a lovely thing to be part of 

St. James’ church, as one big family. 

If any parent wants to come and join our Monday worship at 9am in the hall, you are more than       

welcome. Just let the office know so that we can sign you in and out of school. We will put chairs out 

just in case. It would be lovely to see some of you there, and you can see and hear what the children do. 

 

Parent Information Meetings 

On Monday, 15th September at 3:20pm, we are having our annual parent information/meet the teacher 

meetings. We are just having one this year, so I apologise in advance to those of you with siblings.       

As always, all of our presentations will be available on the Year group page of the school website. 

Please note these are for parents of Years 1,2,3,5 and 6 only. Year 4 are trialling a parent information  

video for you, which will be available online. Year 4 parents are welcome to come in and see the     

classrooms and the Year 4 Teachers, but there will be no in person presentation. 

 

Safe Parking 

Please, please park responsibly. We have had a number of concerns from parents and photographic   

evidence of parents parking irresponsibly, putting our children’s safety in danger. If there isn’t a space 

near school, please park further down King’s Park Drive and walk the extra distance. I know life has time 

pressures, but our children’s safety is paramount. Thank you for your understanding and support in this. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I7UnyVhHGD0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I7UnyVhHGD0
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Photography Competition 

Thank you for all the wonderful entries we have had so far for our photographic competition, ‘God's 

Wonderful World.' We have had some fantastic entries but if you have a photograph that you would like 

to enter, please send it to the office by the end of Thursday 18th September ready to be judged and for 

the calendar pictures to be selected. 

 

Coats 

Please ensure your child brings a named waterproof coat to school each day as we do go outside still in 

all weathers! 

 

Relish 

All parents must pre-order by midnight the day before.  All payments must be made through Arbor meal         

payments as usual.  You are able to view the new menu and order meals for the Autumn term. 

 

Reminders:  

Attendance and Fines 

Did you know that being registered late, also equates to absence? School starts at 8:30am, when learning 

begins in the classroom. The gates close at 8:40am. We also finish the school day at 3pm for Reception, 

Years, 1,2,3 and 4, and 3:10pm for years 5 and 6. 

As a school, we are under increasing pressure to improve our attendance at St. James’. This year’s      

attendance is 95.2% and Persistent Absentees at 9.4%. Whilst these are better figures than national     

average, we have a duty to improve children’s attendance. The school is held to account by the local   

authority and directed to issue letters and fines. Whilst I will always prioritise positive relationships with 

families, sometimes we have little or no option than to issue a fine based on term time absences, such as 

holidays and lateness.  

 

School Uniform 

Thank you to those children who are always dressed so smartly in St. James’ colours. We continue to 

look our smartest and we are taking pride in our appearance and our belonging to St. James’. Please try 

to ensure your child is dressed appropriately, following our uniform policy. Our uniform details are all on 

the website and children should be wearing their summer uniform.  Reception children to start in winter 

uniform. Thank you for your support.  

 

PE Days 2025/26 

This year, your child’s PE days will be: 

Mondays - Harbour 

Tuesdays - Year 5 

Wednesdays - Year 3 and Year 4 

Thursdays - Year 1 and Year 2 

Fridays - Early Years and Year 6 
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Free School Meals (FSM) 

If you think your child is eligible for free school meals please contact the school for a form to complete. 

By completing the form we are able to check your eligibility with the local council, therefore if you are 

unsure please use this service to check. 

Your child may be able to get free school meals if you receive any of the following: 

 Income Support 

 Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

 Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

 Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

 The Guaranteed Element of Pension Credit 

 Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual 

gross income of no more than £16,190.00) 

 Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

 Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household income must be less than 

£7,400.00 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get) 

Children who get paid these benefits directly, instead of through a parent or guardian, can also get free 

school meals. 

Your child may also get free school meals if you get any of these benefits and your child is both: 

 Younger than the compulsory age for starting school 

 In full-time education 

 

If you do not qualify for most benefits (also known as having ‘no recourse to public funds’), your child 

may still be eligible for free school meals.  

Infant Free School Meals in England 

Your child will be able to get free school meals if they’re in a government-funded school and in: 

 Reception class 

 Year 1 

 Year 2 

Tell your local authority if you also get any of the qualifying benefits. Your child’s school can get extra 

funding if you do. 

Source:www.gov.uk 

https://www.gov.uk/school-attendance-absence
https://www.gov.uk/types-of-school
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Key Dates  

The calendar section on the website should give you major events throughout the academic year, but I 

will give concise reminders below:  

Monday 15th September - Parent Information Evenings Years 1,2,3,5,6 - 3:20pm in classrooms 

Thursday 18th September - Year 5 Greek Day 

Monday 22nd September - Early Years New Parent’s Coffee Morning Drop-in - 8:30am in church  

Thursday 2nd October - Harvest Festival. 9am EYFS + KS1. 11am KS2. Parents warmly invited in church 

Monday 13th October - Children’s Individual Photographs - school uniform, no PE kits please 

Thursday 16th October - Year 2 and 4 Survival Day! 

Friday 24th October - Break up for Half Term (normal pick up time) 

Monday 3rd November - Children return for the final half of Autumn Term 

Wednesday 5th November - Year 4 Swimming Lessons begin 

Saturday 8th November - School Open Morning 10am -12pm 

Tuesday 18th November - School Nurse Drop-in Session - from 8:45am in church annexe (book with office) 

Monday 24th November -  Open Afternoon and Book Look - 3:20pm - 4:20pm 

Tuesday 25th November -  Bournemouth Schools Christmas Carol Concert - Pavilion 

Wednesday 26th November - Online Parents’ Evening - 4pm - 7pm 

Thursday 27th November - Online Parents’ Evening -3.30pm - 6pm 

Monday 8th December - Early Years Nativity - 2pm and 5pm performances in the hall 

Tuesday 9th December - Year 1 Nativity - 2pm and 5pm performances in the hall 

Wednesday 10th December - Year 2 Nativity - 2pm and 5pm performances in the hall 

Monday 15th December - Year 3 and 4 Christmas Performance -1:40pm and 5pm in the hall 

Tuesday 16th December - Year 5 and 6 Carols by Candlelight - 6pm in church 

Friday 19th December - Break up at 1:20pm for Christmas Holidays 

Thursday 11th June 2026 - School’s 170th Birthday 

Friday 19th June 2026 - Sports Day at King’s Park Stadium 

 

Please check our website for your child’s learning and important information on the year group pages. 

Also, the calendar section will give you important dates in advance. You can also see pictures and news 

on our social media accounts (Facebook and Instagram), follow us to find out more about the amazing 

things happening at St. James’.   

 

As always, thank you all for your continued support. 

 

 
 
Alastair Brown  

Headteacher 
 

Learning as a family in Jesus, through Love, Hope and Forgiveness.  Matthew 19:26 “with God all things are possible.”  

 

‘The school’s values are firmly rooted in the Christian ethos of the school. Pupils know why learning through ‘love, hope and 
forgiveness’ matters. They make clear links with these values and the school rules to ‘be ready, be respectful and be safe’. 
Leaders have high expectations for behaviour, and pupils live up to them. In lessons, pupils listen carefully and are keen to 
learn. As a result, they achieve well.’ Ofsted report, January 2023. 
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