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Friday 19th December 2025 

 

NEWSLETTER 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders.  

And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.    

Isaiah 9 v 6. 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

2025 has been a year full of achievement and enjoyment at St. James’ with the children at the very heart of 

all the good things. I have said it before and I will say it again… I love my job - there is no better place to 
be than a Primary School at Christmas time. You will have seen this by the quality Christmas 

performances, which the children and adults worked incredibly hard on - I am sure you enjoyed every 

moment as much as we did. 

 

We are very much looking forward to seeing you in 2026, after the staff have had a well-earned rest. 

 

May I personally wish you all, our St. James’ family, a truly blessed and peaceful Christmas. 

 

Worship 

Our first worship of the New Year is being led by Bishop Rhiannon, who will be celebrating Epiphany with 

us on 6th January. Parents are warmly invited, and I am looking forward to showing her around school 

afterwards and introducing her to our greatest asset - our children. 

 

New PE Team 

Next year, we welcome Mrs Morris and Mr Bartram to our PE team, who will work with all of our 

children on their PE days. We are sure their background in dance and football will be a good starting point 

for passion and enjoyment of curriculum and non-curricula PE. 

 

Extra-Curricular Clubs 

Please refer to the letter and timetable included within this newsletter for details of our Extra-Curricular 

Clubs running next term. 

 

School Photographic Calendars  
We still have some School Photographic Calendars on sale on Arbor in our school shop!  
At £8 and containing lots of our amazing competition photographs taken by some of our children, it would 

make the perfect gift! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

Reminders: 

Attendance and Fines 

Please remember that school starts at 8:30am and the gates close at 8.40am. Any children who arrive after 

this will be classified as an authorised absence. We also finish the school day at 3pm for Reception, Years, 

1, 2, 3 and 4, and 3:10pm for years 5 and 6. 

  

At the moment our attendance is 95.6% - let’s see if we can get even nearer to 100%.  

 

School Uniform 

Thank you to those children who are always dressed so smartly. All children should be wearing their 

winter uniform. 
  

PE Days 2025/26 

This year, your child’s PE days will be: 

Mondays - Harbour 

Tuesdays - Year 5 

Wednesdays - Year 3 and Year 4 

Thursdays - Year 1 and Year 2 

Fridays - Early Years and Year 6 

 

Key Dates  

The calendar section on the website should give you major events throughout the academic year, but I will 

give concise reminders below:  

 

Monday 5th January - Staff INSET Day 

Tuesday 6th January - Children return to school 

Tuesday 20th January - Young Voices - O2 

Thursday 5th February - Galilee Class Worship 

Thursday 12th February - Ducklings and Tadpoles Class Worship 

Friday 13th February - Break up for half term @ 3pm 

Monday 23rd February - Return to school for term 4 

Wednesday 4th - Friday 6th March - Year 4 Hooke Court Residential 

Thursday 5th March - World Book Day 

Thursday 5th March - Bengal Class Worship 

Thursday 12th March - Stour Class Worship 

Thursday 26th March - Mediterranean Class Worship 

Friday 27th March - Break up for Easter holidays @ 1:20pm 

Monday 13th April - Return for the summer term 

Monday 4th May - Bank holiday 

Monday 11th May - KS2 SATS week 

Thursday 21st May - Victoria Class Worship 
Friday 22nd May - Break up for half term @ 3pm 

Monday 1st June - Staff INSET day 

Tuesday 2nd June - Children return for term 6 

Sunday 7th - Wednesday 10th June - Year 6 PGL Residential 

Thursday 11th June 2026 - School’s 170th Birthday 

Thursday 18th June - Amazon and Nile Class Worship 

Friday 19th June 2026 - Sports Day at King’s Park Stadium 

Thursday 25th June - Bourne Class Worship 

Saturday 27th June - St. James’ Summer Fayre 

Wednesday 22nd July - Break up for summer holidays @ 1:20pm 

 



 
 

 
 

Please check our website for your child’s learning and important information on the year group pages. 

Also, the calendar section will give you important dates in advance. You can also see pictures and news on 

our social media accounts (Facebook and Instagram), follow us to find out more about the amazing things 

happening at St. James’.   

  

As always, thank you all for your continued support.   

 

From all of the team at St. James’, we wish you all a very happy Christmas and a peaceful new year. 
 

 
 
 
Alastair Brown 
Headteacher 
 
Learning as a family in Jesus, through Love, Hope and Forgiveness.  Matthew 19:26 “with God all things are possible.”  
 
‘The school’s values are firmly rooted in the Christian ethos of the school. Pupils know why learning through ‘love, hope and forgiveness’ 
matters. They make clear links with these values and the school rules to ‘be ready, be respectful and be safe’. Leaders have high      
expectations for behaviour, and pupils live up to them. In lessons, pupils listen carefully and are keen to learn. As a result, they achieve 
well.’ Ofsted report, January 2023. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 

 
 

Spring Term Extra-curricular Clubs, running for 9 weeks 
 – w/c 12th January 2026 – w/c 16th March 2026. 

 
 
 

We are pleased to offer a range of extra-curricular activities this term, as shown on the attached timetable. 

Details of external clubs are also included; please note that sign-up for these must be done directly with 

the club.  

 

Sign-up Information 

 Clubs will be available to book from Monday 5th January 2026 at 9:00am via Arbor (clubs 

section)  

 Please sign up for a maximum of two after-school clubs per child to ensure fair access for all. If 

more than two clubs are booked, we reserve the right to remove additional bookings 

 The closing date for applications is Wednesday 7th January 2026 at noon.  Clubs are allocated 

on a first-come, first-served basis, and sign-up will close once spaces are filled 

 

Important Notes 

 For paid clubs, please make payment via Arbor at the time of booking to secure the place 

 Paid clubs have allocated spaces for FSM children; if eligible, please select the FSM option when 

booking 

 Team clubs are by invitation only 

 

Collection and Attendance 
Children must be collected promptly at 4:15pm from their club.  If alternative arrangements are in place, 

please inform the school office in advance. 

If your child is unable to attend a session, please notify the office as soon as possible. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

St. James’ Admin Team 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


