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Wednesday 22nd July 2026 

 

NEWSLETTER 

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give 

you hope and a future.”   Jeremiah 29 v 11 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 

...and just like that the academic year draws to a close. On reflection – it's been quite a year! One of 

achievement and success, of adventure and pride and a year which showed how special St. James’ CE 

Primary Academy can be. 
 

Our final Key Stage 2 outcomes were not just good, they were outstanding. The vast majority of our 

children achieved above the expected standard in reading, writing and maths, including 75% of our children 

succeeding in all 3 combined! We were in the top 5% of schools on the FFT index – a remarkable feat. 53% 

of our children were recorded as ‘greater depth’ for reading – way above national and local averages. We 

are so proud of you all with your attitude and your willingness to learn. 
 

Added to this was the success of our Year 1 phonics outcomes (85% achieved a score of 32/40 or better) 

and Year 4 MTC tests (50% achieved full marks), which both achieved higher than local and national 

averages. 
 

Away from academia, our children have excelled in sport, science and the arts, attending national finals, 

world class arenas, providing work for exhibitions, winning awards for engineering, visiting palaces in 

London, performing on stage, visiting world class sporting venues and watching elite athletes. From sailing 

to archery and everything in between in our extra-curricular provision, with over 50 clubs catered for 

during the year. 
 

We have wonderful adults at St. James’, with marvellous teachers and support staff who go above and 

beyond, and it is thanks to these people that our children flourish. 
 

Also, a big thank you to you – our parents. I am blessed to have such a supportive community in you. Not 

to say that we get everything right, but I appreciate your honesty and willingness to communicate. 

Our children really are a team effort, and together, we can do anything.  

 

Worship 

Our final worships for the year focus on moving on, with God at our side. In life, there are always periods 

of change and uncertainty as we take the next step on our journey. We were led in our special leaver’s 

eucharist by Rev. Rachel, who came in and worked on the order of service with the children. This is a very 

special eucharist in St. James’ church where our Year 5 children and our Year 6 leavers are joined by 

parents for a time of thanks and reflection. Our children start their journey in church, and it is a perfect 



 
 

 
 

place to close this chapter of their book. Each child receives a candle, an ichthus badge, a bible and a card 

at their leaver’s awards evening. Hopefully, in years to come, our children will be comforted by these 

tokens of our love. 

 

SUMMER INFORMATION 

 

St. James’ Football Academy 

Mr Bartram and Mr Battams will be running a football academy at King’s Park, next to the BCP Leisure 

Centre, meeting and collection point by the green containers near the carpark. This will run from Tuesday 

4th August – please sign up via Arbor (clubs), on a first come, first served basis (maximum of 20 children 

per day). Flyer attached to PDF version of newsletter. 
 

Summer Safeguarding 

If you are struggling over the Summer holidays and need some advice or a listening ear, please do contact 

the BCP Parentline on BCP Parenting Support Line 01202 126668. 

 

If you have any safeguarding concerns, you can make a referral to our local MASH team on this number 

BCP MASH (Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub) 01202 123334. 

 

Safeguarding is everyone's responsibility. 

 

Support for Parents/Carers over the Summer 

The Mental Health Services Team understands that the summer holidays can be both an enjoyable and 

challenging time for parents and carers, particularly when balancing work, childcare and family life. To 

support families over the summer period, they have put together a range of resources, practical advice, and 

signposting to local and national services, which are highlighted in the attached newsletter. Please do make 

use of these helpful resources. 

 

BCP – Reading Challenges 

The link below has some information about the Summer Reading Challenge for parents and some posters 

and flyers. 

School-zone-src | Summer Reading Challenge 

  

We also have a What’s On guide which is full of free activities for families during the summer holidays. If 

you are able to share this electronically with families before you break up, we’d really appreciate it. 

Whats-on-children-and-families-summer-2026.pdf 

  

Also, attached later on in the newsletter is a Story Doors poster. There’s also a link to the trail map here. 

Story Doors Trail | BCP  

 

Great British Summer Savings 
Please click on link below from the Department for Education regarding savings this summer. 

Great British Summer Savings 

 

 

NEW SCHOOL YEAR INFORMATION 

 

School Clubs 

Our outside providers such as Frogs Drama, Karate and Tennis are available for sign-up (see details 

attached later in the PDF newsletter attached to this email).  These clubs will start w/c 7th September. If 

your child is in receipt of pupil premium, please contact our Finance Officer and she can look to see if 

your child is eligible to have one of these clubs paid for. 

 

https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/school-zone-src?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22551112462&gclid=Cj0KCQjw39zSBhDhARIsANammDuqP7HDxQ1NcQ6gWh5GjbegO1zctAfwqijNr35YLU_Hyyy6IHE6tEMaAiMsEALw_wcB
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/Assets/Libraries/Reading-challenge/Whats-on-children-and-families-summer-2026.pdf
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/libraries/national-year-of-reading-2026/story-doors-trail
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/24EBAD16644797B26795E23CD6E9A1479BF4835906FDB2B1B270874F6EEDD566/4850F7BC6888A88F19A5BE46CE41824D/VIB?es_c=4850F7BC6888A88F19A5BE46CE41824D&es_cl=E6CAEFC4025011E618EAF0F2A76B1679&es_id=ph7%c2%a3o1


 
 

 
 

Our Sailing Club takes place from Thursday 17th July over 5 weeks, from 3:30pm – 5pm at Christchurch 

Harbour, Mudeford Quay. This is a great place to learn due to sheltered, shallow waters and as a team 

they have a lot of experience teaching children sailing skills in a fun and safe way. Please email 

nick@shoresports.co.uk if you have any questions. 

 

You would need to transport your child to and from this venue.  Please sign up and pay via Arbor if you 

wish your child to participate by the 11th September 2026. 

  

There are a range of music lessons available during school time. Mrs Bright’s recorder lesson offer, as 

well as Mr Bacon’s piano lessons are attached later in the PDF newsletter attached to this email. 

 
All other extra-curricular clubs will be available to sign up from Saturday 12th September – details will be 

sent at the beginning of September. 

 

Smart Watches 

From September, children will not be permitted to wear smart watches. This is in line with 

tightening regulations around mobile phone use, recording and photographic capacity and access to the 

internet. Thank you for your understanding and support in keeping our children safe. 

 

Birthday Celebrations!! 

St. James' is 170 years old in 2026 and we are putting on a special event on Friday October 16th from 

4pm - 7pm to celebrate 170 wonderful years of our school family.  

 

We have already begun gathering old school photographs and records and will have displays in all of the 

classrooms as well as refreshments and a presentation in the hall. We would love to see as many alumni 

and old students here as possible so please pass the information on to anyone you know who may be 

interested. If anyone has fascinating photographs or memorabilia that you think we may be able to borrow, 

please get in touch. 

Further details in September but please mark the date in your diary and let's celebrate our history 

together. 

 

St. James’ Preschool  

Tiny Seeds, the new preschool on our site (located in the church) are open from September. 

If you, or someone you know, may be interested, please get in touch by email at  
info@tinyseedspreschool.co.uk or by phone on 07960 198988.  
Further information can be found on their website:  www.tinyseedspreschool.co.uk   
  

Attendance and Fines 

Did you know that both parents are liable for a penalty fine when a child is absent for an unauthorised 

holiday, whether you live together or not? And that it is a fine of at least £80 per parent, per child. Please 

think very carefully before booking a term time holiday as it is very rare for us to be able to authorise a 

term time absence and avoid a fine from BCP.  Attendance matters. 

 

Please remember that school starts at 8:30am and the gates close at 8.40am. Any children who arrive after 

this will be classified as an authorised absence. We also finish the school day at 3pm for Reception, Years, 

1, 2, 3 and 4, and 3:10pm for years 5 and 6. 

  

At the moment our attendance is 91.5% - let’s see if we can get even nearer to 100% in September. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:info@tinyseedspreschool.co.uk
https://www.tinyseedspreschool.co.uk/


 
 

 
 

PE Days 2026/27  

In our new academic year, your child’s PE days will be: 

Mondays - Harbour 

Tuesdays - Year 1 and Year 3 

Wednesdays - Year 4 and Year 5 

Thursdays - Early Years 

Fridays - Year 2 and Year 6 

 

Key Dates  

The calendar section on the website should give you major events throughout the academic year, but I will 

give concise reminders below:  
 

Wednesday 22nd July - Break up for summer holidays @ 1:20pm 

Thursday 3rd September - Children return to school for the start of the academic year 2026/2027 

Monday 12th October - Individual and sibling photographs – Frazer Portraits 

Friday 16th October - 170th birthday celebrations. 4pm – 7pm 

Friday 23rd October - Break up for half term  

Monday 2nd November - Children return for term 2 

Wednesday 4th November - Year 4 swimming starts  

Saturday 7th November - St. James’ Open Morning for new parents. 10am - 12pm 

Friday 13th November - Mufti Day for Children in Need 

Tuesday 15th December - Year 5 and 6 Carols by Candlelight - church 

Friday 18th December - Break up for Christmas holidays 

 

Please check our website for your child’s learning and important information on the year group pages. 

Also, the calendar section will give you important dates in advance. You can also see pictures and news on 

our social media accounts (Facebook and Instagram), follow us to find out more about the amazing things 

happening at St. James’.   
 

Have a safe and happy summer break and we will see you all in September. 

  

As always, thank you all for your continued support throughout the year. 

 

 
 
 
Alastair Brown 
Headteacher 

Learning as a family in Jesus, through Love, Hope and Forgiveness.  Matthew 19:26 “with God all things are possible.” The school’s values are firmly rooted in the Christian 
ethos of the school. Pupils know why learning through ‘love, hope and forgiveness’ matters. They make clear links with these values and the school rules to ‘be ready, be 
respectful and be safe’. Leaders have high expectations for behaviour, and pupils live up to them. In lessons, pupils listen carefully and are keen to learn. As a result, they 
achieve well.’ Ofsted report, January 2023. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 


