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Newsletter 

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die. 

John 11 v 25 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

That’s term 4 done! Easter is a very special time for Christians throughout the globe, but has a great deal of     

significance for us at St. James’. Our vision and values are built around Easter and what God has done for us.   

God loved the world so much that He gave His only Son, Jesus died for each and every one of us, showing     

forgiveness for our sins, and the hope that Christ gave us as Christians, for a life eternal in glory, by rising    

from the dead on Easter Sunday. 

 

Worship 

We have been treated in our worship during this last fortnight. Bengal class led a beautiful worship about the  

Easter story with fantastic singing and drama, we were in church on Monday for Reverend  Rachel to lead our 

worship, even Copper came in to teach us about Jesus’ love. When he rolls in mud and gets dirty, I have to clean 

him in the shower. This means that all the dirt and the smell usually ends up on me, so Copper is clean and I’ve 

got all the muck. This is like Jesus taking all our dirt and sin away from us and taking it all upon Himself when He 

died for us on the cross. 

 

Easter Workshops In Church 

We have also had Easter workshops in church this week, with Reverend Rachel delivering workshops for every 

child. We are so fortunate to have a close relationship with our church and Vicar and to use the church building 

as an extension of school. We would like to think that school was an extension of our church also.  Thank you, 

Rachel and the St. James’ church. 

 

Site Assistant Vacancy 

With St. James’ busier than ever with our site (fencing, painting, new windows, new playgrounds, flooring, new 

toilets, outside classroom, new kitchen… to name but a few), we are looking to appoint a part-time Site Assistant 

to work with Mr Lillis. If you, or anyone you know, are interested in this position, please look at the school    

website or come in to the school office and speak to Mr Walden for more details. Hours and days are negotiable. 

 

PE Days In 2024 

A reminder that these are the days when the children should come to school in their PE kits: 

EYFS – Wednesdays 
Year 1 – Tuesdays 
Year 2 – Thursdays 
Year 3 – Fridays 
Year 4 – Tuesdays 
Year 5 – Thursdays 
Year 6 – Fridays 
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Extra-Curricular Clubs 

We will be offering our extra-curricular club provision for the Summer term - please see timetable         

attached later on in this newsletter for your perusal over the Easter holidays.  These clubs are on a first  

come, first served basis.  You will be able to sign up, on Arbor, from 9am on Saturday 20th April.     

Closing date is noon on Thursday 25th April. 

 

Holiday Fines 

Attendance at school is crucial for children's learning and even attendance of 90% equates to half a day 

absence per week. This in turn equates to 4 weeks absence in an academic year. If a child persistently 

had 90% attendance over the course of their education they would have been absent for a whole year of 

their education.  

 

Under pressure from new Government guidance and BCP, we are having to introduce Fixed Penalty 

Fines for holidays taken in term time.  Whilst we completely understand the cultural and family benefits 

of a holiday, these should be taken in school holiday time to avoid disrupting or missing learning. 

 

From Monday 15th April (start of the Summer term), any unauthorised holidays in term 

time will be subject to a fine of £60 per parent, rising to £120 per parent if the fine is not paid 

within 21 days. In September, in line with Government guidance, the fine will rise to £80 per parent. 

The money does not go to the school and the process is administered by the local authority. 

 

Parenting Course 

Please find attached to the newsletter details of a parenting course run by Mrs Sparrow, our Trauma  

Informed TA who works on behalf of Care for the Family, running on Thursday afternoons from 2nd May. 

 

We will send out details about how to sign up after the Easter holidays but please email Mrs Sparrow 

with any queries. 

 Thursdays 1:00pm - 3:00pm  

 2nd May -13th Jun (not in half-term) at St. James' CE Primary Academy, BH7 6DW  

 Course Cost: £10 (includes handbook)  

 

Contact: Nikki Sparrow nsparrow@stjames.academy  

School Office: 01202 426696 

 

 

 

 

mailto:nsparrow@stjames.academy
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Summer Uniform 

As the weather improves, here is a reminder of our summer uniform.  Please ensure that you support us 

with our expectations of a smart uniform so that we are ready to learn. 

 

 White buttoned polo shirt (with the school logo) available from Stevensons or other retailers  

without the logo or white rever collar blouse 

 Courtelle bottle green V- neck St. James' jumper or cardigan 

 Short grey traditional styled school trousers (for Reception - Year 4) 

 Long or short grey traditional styled school trousers (for Year 5 and Year 6) 

 Practical waterproof coat or anorak – no logos 

 Black sturdy practical school shoes or black, dark brown or navy close-toed sandals                                

(boots, trainers or high-heeled shoes are not permitted) 

 Optional sun hat – no logos 

 Summer dress: the green striped dress from M & S or current dress from Stevensons of        

Southbourne.  Parents are welcome to use other suppliers of green striped dresses or to make 

homemade dresses. Checked dresses are not part of our uniform. 

 

Please note that ALL children need school shoes in line with our policy so please take the opportunity   

of the Easter holiday to ensure that everyone is in correct uniform.  

 

We still have some items in the uniform exchange in the office if you are struggling. 

 

This is our girls summer uniform - stripes, not checks please. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is our boys summer uniform. 

 

 

 

https://www.stevensons.co.uk/schools/st-james-ce-va-primary-school-bournemouth/181
https://www.stevensons.co.uk/schools/st-james-ce-va-primary-school-bournemouth/181
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Upcoming Key Dates 

Monday 15th April – Return to school for Term 5 

Tuesday 16th April – Phonics Workshop for Year 1 Parents – 3:15pm 

Thursday 2nd May – Biscay Class Worship 

Monday 13th May – SATS week for Year 6 children 

Monday 20th May – Class photos with Frazer portraits 

Thursday 23rd May – Victoria Class Worship 

Friday 24th May – Break up for half term (normal time, 3:00pm and 3:10pm) 

Monday 3rd June – INSET day - school closed for pupils 

Tuesday 4th June – Children return for Term 6 

Tuesday 4th June - New Parents Evening 

Thursday 13th June – Amazon Class Worship 

Sunday 16th June – Wednesday 19th June – Year 6 Residential, PGL 

Thursday 20th June – Galilee Class Worship 

Friday 21st June - Sports Day at King’s Park Athletics Stadium  

Monday 24th June – St. James’ Music Celebration Evening – 6:00pm - 7:30pm - hall 

Tuesday 2nd July – Year 6 Leaver’s Day – Christchurch Priory 

Thursday 4th July – Stour Class Worship 

Thursday 4th July – Year 3 Lulworth Cove visit 

Thursday 4th July – EYFS Longdown Dairy Farm visit 

Thursday 4th July – DCAT Enrich at Hurst Pierpoint College 

Saturday 6th July – St. James’ School and Church Summer Fayre 

Monday 8th & Tuesday 9th July – Year 6 Production 

Friday 12th July – Children’s Attainment and Progress Reports out to Parents 

Thursday 18th July – Leaver’s Eucharist – Church 1:30pm (parents welcome) 

Thursday 18th July – St. James’ Academy awards – 6:00pm - 7:30pm 

Friday 19th July – Break up for summer holidays (1:20pm) 

 

Please check our website for your child’s learning and important information on the year group pages. This will   

be your first point of access with any news and events. You can also see pictures and news on our social media     

accounts (Facebook and Instagram), follow us to find out more about the amazing things happening at St. James’. 

 

May I wish you all a blessed and happy Easter. 

He is risen …. Hallelujah! 

 

 

Alastair Brown 
Headteacher 
 

Learning as a family in Jesus, through Love, Hope and Forgiveness.  Matthew 19:26 “with God all things are possible.”  
 

‘The school’s values are firmly rooted in the Christian ethos of the school. Pupils know why learning through ‘love, hope and forgiveness’ 
matters. They make clear links with these values and the school rules to ‘be ready, be respectful and be safe’. Leaders have high      
expectations for behaviour, and pupils live up to them. In lessons, pupils listen carefully and are keen to learn. As a result, they achieve 
well.’ Ofsted report, January 2023. 
 

‘Every pupil and adult flourishes within the family at St. James’. SIAMS report June 2022. 

 



 

A member of THE DIOCESE OF CHICHESTER ACADEMY TRUST  

The Diocese of Chichester Academy Trust, a company limited by guarantee. Registered in England & Wales No. 09201845  

Registered office: Diocesan Church House, 211 New Church Road, Hove, East Sussex, BN3 4ED 

 

 

 

 

2023-24 Term Dates 

 
 

SUMMER TERM 2024 

First Day Monday 15th April 2024 

Bank Holiday Monday 6th May 2024 

Half Term Monday 27th May - Friday 31st May 2024 

Inset Day Monday 3rd June 2024 

Last Day Friday 19th July 2024 (finish at 1.20pm) 
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