
 

A member of THE DIOCESE OF CHICHESTER ACADEMY TRUST  

The Diocese of Chichester Academy Trust, a company limited by guarantee. Registered in England & Wales No. 09201845  

Registered office: Diocesan Church House, 211 New Church Road, Hove, East Sussex, BN3 4ED 

St. James’ Church of England Primary Academy  

Pokesdown Hill, Christchurch Road  

BOURNEMOUTH BH7 6DW  

01202 426696  

Email office@stjames.academy 

 12th July 2024  

Newsletter 

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonour others, it is not            

self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.       

It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will  

cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

Worship 

Year 1 have recently led our worship with Stour class teaching us all about being thankful for things.  It is very 

easy to take things for granted.  Bourne class talked to us about hope.  Hope is vital in this world and we are 

thankful to have a God of Hope who guides us. Thank you year 1. 

That means that every child in the school has led our worship at some point this academic year.  This is always a 

special occasion and our children deliver messages to their peers so beautifully and thoughtfully, whether it’s 

through prayer, song, art, dance, poetry or acting. 

 

One Week To Go! 

We are nearly there, it’s been quite a year. Remember, we break up on Friday 19th July at 1.15pm.   

 

Reports 

You should have all received your child’s reports today, via email - we are proud of all of them.   

For your information, attendance is measured in sessions rather than days, for example, 1 day = 1 morning       

and 1 afternoon session. 

 

Goodbye and Thank You 

We say goodbye to a number of teachers this year; 

Mrs Tomlinson has been involved with St. James’ in her teaching capacity since before 2015 and even             

acted as Assistant Headteacher at one point.  She leaves us and year 5 to teach at St. Walburga’s.  Good luck                

Mrs Tomlinson and thank you. 

Mrs Rabbets leaves us to take up a post at Linwood School.  She returned in June after having baby William and 

leaves year 4.  Mrs Rabbets has taught in nearly every year group at St. James’ since joining us in 2017.           

Thank you for everything you have done over the years and all the children you have helped. 

Mrs Jones is leaving us to take on a teaching post at Stourfield Infants after a successful year in teacher training. 

Year 2 will miss you. You’ll be great! 

Mrs Hall leaves us for a teaching post at Burton CE Primary after a successful year in teacher training.  Year 5 

will miss you. Thank you for all your musical help! 

Ms Soresman arrived from Nevada to teach in the UK for the first time.  She has done a fantastic job in year 4 

and we will miss her. We might bump into her at an AFC Bournemouth match? 
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End of Year Sports Review  

 

Football - This year, our year 6 boys' and girls' football teams have shown skill and dedication, securing impressive 

positions in both county and league competitions. Our girl’s won the Bournemouth School’s predator tournament 

in the autumn, with some outstanding displays from Sienna and Isla. The boy’s team achieved a commendable 3rd 

place in the county football tournament. Meanwhile, the girls' team displayed remarkable determination, earning 

7th place in the same county competition. Both teams excelled in the league, each finishing in a proud 2nd place, 

with the boys making a notable run to the quarter-finals of the county cup. Their achievements reflect their hard 

work and passion for the sport.  

 

Tag Rugby - Our year 5 and 6 tag rugby team showcased their great skills and teamwork by securing 3rd place in 

the highly competitive tag rugby tournament at Chapel Gate. The students demonstrated exceptional agility and 

sportsmanship with other schools at this tournament, scoring the most tries on the day and impressive            

performances from Sienna who scored 28 tries on the day. 

 

Netball - Our netball team has had an extraordinary season, clinching the league championship with an impeccable 

record. Winning every single game, the team demonstrated unparalleled skill, and an unwavering commitment to 

the game. Each player contributed to this remarkable achievement with their dedication and teamwork. Their    

performance throughout the season not only highlights the team's talent, but how much they wanted to improve 

this year. This triumphant season stands as a proud moment for our school, celebrating the hard work and       

determination of our netball stars, with three of them going on to coach the more junior teams. This has not only 

been a huge help to the school but wonderful for our young players to experience.  

 

Swimming - Our year 6 boys and girls and year 5 girls made a splash at the swimming gala this year winning an 

impressive 13 medals in total. The boys' team shone brightly, securing 3rd place in both the mixed relay and    

freestyle relay events. Individual performances were equally outstanding, with Ben, Jack, Darwin and Nick earning 

2nd and 3rd place finishes in their respective races. For the girls, Smilte delivered a fantastic performance, claiming 

victory in the backstroke. Additionally, our year 5 girls demonstrated remarkable perseverance and teamwork,   

putting in a great effort despite having only half a team and yet still achieving a fantastic 4th place in the relay.  

 

Handball - Our year 5 and 6 handball team has had a fantastic last few months, securing 2nd place in         

Bournemouth before advancing to the county level. At the county competition, the team displayed remarkable 

teamwork, remaining undefeated until the final match where they proudly finished as runners-up. Among the many 

highlights of their journey was an incredible 18 -1 victory, the team's exceptional performance has also led to three 

of our players earning the opportunity to try out for the Dorset Handball Team. With only half a days practice 

before the county finals they really should all be proud of themselves. Our top scorers on the day were Nick,      

Sienna and Jack.  

 

Town Sports - St. James’ had an exceptionally successful day at the Town Sports Event with numerous year 5  

and year 6 children representing the school on the day, with our athletes achieving victories across many athletic 

events. Isabella shone in the girls' 100m, securing first place with her outstanding speed. Jack matched this success 

in the boys' 100m, earning a well-deserved win. Domas demonstrated his superb athleticism by claiming victory in 

the high jump. And our girls' relay team, consisting of Sienna, Effie, India and Isabella, delivered a spectacular         

performance, winning the 400 x 100 relay with fantastic speed, teamwork and determination. These achievements 

underscore the talent and dedication of our students, making St. James’ proud. 
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Sports Day - The sun was out and our school sports day was a fantastic success this year, featuring fantastic   

displays of determination and team spirit from our four house teams: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. Every      

student participated with enthusiasm and determination, making the day a memorable celebration of                

sportsmanship. Team Mark emerged victorious, winning the overall competition for the second consecutive year. 

 

Adding to the excitement, parents had the chance to watch the fastest girl and boy in Bournemouth compete, 

showcasing their incredible speed in their head to head race. The event also featured a standout relay race that 

included the four girls who previously won the town sports relay race, further highlighting the exceptional talent 

within our school. It was fantastic to see all children and spectators enjoying the day. 

 

Overall St. James’ has enjoyed an outstanding year in sports, with students from all year groups showcasing their 

exceptional talent. Our school has been proudly represented in numerous events, achieving remarkable successes 

across many sports. Our students’ achievements extend beyond external competitions, reflecting their hard work 

and enthusiasm during PE lessons with Mrs Finnigan and Mr Battams. The eagerness of our children to learn,     

improve, and participate in various sports highlights the vibrant and supportive athletic culture at St. James’, making 

this year a truly outstanding one for our school community. 

 

A huge thank you to our dedicated and passionate PE teaching team, for enabling our children to participate in all 

of the above events, giving their time and energy to make sure every child matters! We have been awarded the 

School Games Gold award for the 3rd year running, this means we are eligible for the platinum (their highest) 

award next year, through our ongoing PE, sports week, inter and intra house competitions. 

 

Next year, we plan to make our provision for sport, PE and wellbeing more of a focus, with enhanced PE days with 

our PE team of Mrs Finnigan, Mr Battams, Mrs Pine and Miss J.  

 

We are aiming to improve attendance, children’s wellbeing and mental health, self-esteem and allow them to  

flourish with their God given talents. 

 

We are also planning to improve our extra-curricular provision by offering a wider range of activities, such as ski-

ing and sailing. Our target is to find something that each child will love and want to do. We will be teaching basic 

first aid, healthy eating and how to look after our bodies. 

 

Upcoming Key Dates 

Friday 12th July – Children’s Attainment and Progress Reports out to Parents 

Thursday 18th July – Leaver’s Eucharist – Church 1:30pm (Parents welcome) 

Thursday 18th July – St. James’ Academy awards – 6:00pm - 7:30pm 

Friday 19th July – Break up for summer holidays (1:15pm) 

 

Our term dates for 2024/2025 and 2025/2026 are attached. 
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A Reminder Of Next Year’s Teaching Staff 

Early Years teachers – Miss Daw and Miss Wingate 

Year 1 teachers – Mrs Stoodley and Mrs Allery 

Year 2 teachers – Mr Parsons and Miss Perry 

Year 3 teachers – Miss Finnigan and Mrs Talbot 

Year 4 teachers – Mrs Jacobs, Miss Pain and Miss Lunn 

Year 5 teachers – Mrs Fakorede and Miss Martin 

Year 6 teachers – Mr Slattery and Mrs Clark 

 

As always, please check our website for your child’s learning and important information on the year group pages. 

This will be your first point of access with any news and events. You can also see pictures and news on our social 

media accounts (Facebook and Instagram), follow us to find out more about the amazing things happening at St. 

James’.  Also, please follow our Stjames_pe Instagram site. 

 

Thank you for your ongoing support. 

 

 

 

Alastair Brown 

Headteacher 

Learning as a family in Jesus, through Love, Hope and Forgiveness.  Matthew 19:26 “with God all things are possible.”  

 

‘The school’s values are firmly rooted in the Christian ethos of the school. Pupils know why learning through ‘love, hope and forgiveness’ 

matters. They make clear links with these values and the school rules to ‘be ready, be respectful and be safe’. Leaders have high      

expectations for behaviour, and pupils live up to them. In lessons, pupils listen carefully and are keen to learn. As a result, they achieve 

well.’ Ofsted report, January 2023. 

 

‘Every pupil and adult flourishes within the family at St. James’. SIAMS report June 2022. 
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BCP activities are on a first come first served basis and bookable from 15th July   

  

 Activities and events:  

            Follow BCP Council Family Information and BCP Council Family Hubs on Facebook 

            The Parks Foundation: Home - The Parks Foundation also on Facebook. The individual cafes have their 

own Facebook pages where they publicise their own events or you can view them on the Parks Foundation     

website. Also Kingfisher Barn Visitor Centre. 

  

BCP Family Hubs: see timetables for individual Hubs as the offer varies. Activities and drop-ins for all ages    

including teens. Family hub timetables (bcpcouncil.gov.uk) 

  

Up in BCP: Summer activities. No cost - £10 www.upinbcp.co.uk     Summer Activities (upinbcp.co.uk)  

Booking form is available on their website.  

BCP Libraries:  
Summer Reading Challenge: Summer Reading Challenge | BCP (bcpcouncil.gov.uk)    

Presentation: SRC School Assembly Presentation (bcpcouncil.gov.uk) 

Information: Summer Reading Challenge 

What’s on in Libraries: Libraries Whats On (bcpcouncil.gov.uk)  

Family events: Family Events - Bournemouth  

BCP Family Information Directory: Holiday Activities: Search Results (bcpcouncil.gov.uk)  

Primary Times: Family activities and events for primary school children | Primary Times  

BCP Mumbler: Summer Holiday - Bournemouth, Christchurch & Poole Mumbler   Free Things To Do with Kids 
in Bournemouth, Christchurch & Poole this Summer - Bournemouth, Christchurch & Poole Mumbler  

Soft Play Cafes: Kids Play Cafe   

  

 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fparksfoundation.org.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cshughes%40stjames.academy%7C0f3e0d47b7c448f4046708dca0cb33a2%7C93517d92c117455fbacf60446451c29d%7C0%7C0%7C638562041815410422%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJ
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fid.bcpcouncil.gov.uk%2Fonline-family-hub%2Finformation%2Ffamily-hubs-early-help-and-outreach-centres%2Ffamily-hubs-timetables&data=05%7C02%7Cshughes%40stjames.academy%7C0f3e0d47b7c448f4046
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.upinbcp.co.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cshughes%40stjames.academy%7C0f3e0d47b7c448f4046708dca0cb33a2%7C93517d92c117455fbacf60446451c29d%7C0%7C0%7C638562041815435843%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiM
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.upinbcp.co.uk%2FResources%2FDocuments%2FExplore%2FSummer-Activities.pdf%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1txaPSfb6ueRMDZXLfJNWxqaI2G1SImj2i2N8tkGv9Qn53SEqb5czBUHo_aem_6UXy5ZZZ5Uk4_pfMshZYZQ&d
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bcpcouncil.gov.uk%2Flibraries%2Fchildren-and-young-people%2Fsummer-reading-challenge&data=05%7C02%7Cshughes%40stjames.academy%7C0f3e0d47b7c448f4046708dca0cb33a2%7C93517d92c117455fbacf604464
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bcpcouncil.gov.uk%2FAssets%2FLibraries%2FSRC-School-Assembly-Presentation.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cshughes%40stjames.academy%7C0f3e0d47b7c448f4046708dca0cb33a2%7C93517d92c117455fbacf60446451c29d%
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsummerreadingchallenge.org.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cshughes%40stjames.academy%7C0f3e0d47b7c448f4046708dca0cb33a2%7C93517d92c117455fbacf60446451c29d%7C0%7C0%7C638562041815477344%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZs
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bcpcouncil.gov.uk%2FAssets%2FLibraries%2FLibraries-Whats-On.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cshughes%40stjames.academy%7C0f3e0d47b7c448f4046708dca0cb33a2%7C93517d92c117455fbacf60446451c29d%7C0%7C0%7C6385
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bournemouth.co.uk%2Fwhats-on%2Fevents%2Ffamily-events&data=05%7C02%7Cshughes%40stjames.academy%7C0f3e0d47b7c448f4046708dca0cb33a2%7C93517d92c117455fbacf60446451c29d%7C0%7C0%7C63856204181549
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fid.bcpcouncil.gov.uk%2Ffamily-information-directory%2Fdirectory%2Fsearch-results%3Fkeywords%3Dholiday%2520activities&data=05%7C02%7Cshughes%40stjames.academy%7C0f3e0d47b7c448f4046708dca0cb
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.primarytimes.co.uk%2Fdorset%2F%3Fsmr%3D1&data=05%7C02%7Cshughes%40stjames.academy%7C0f3e0d47b7c448f4046708dca0cb33a2%7C93517d92c117455fbacf60446451c29d%7C0%7C0%7C638562041815517500%7CUnknow
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbcp.mumbler.co.uk%2Fschool-holidays%2Fsummer-holiday-activities%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cshughes%40stjames.academy%7C0f3e0d47b7c448f4046708dca0cb33a2%7C93517d92c117455fbacf60446451c29d%7C0%7C0%7C63856
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbcp.mumbler.co.uk%2Ffree-things-to-do-with-kids-in-bournemouth-christchurch-poole-this-summer%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cshughes%40stjames.academy%7C0f3e0d47b7c448f4046708dca0cb33a2%7C93517d92c117455fba
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbcp.mumbler.co.uk%2Ffree-things-to-do-with-kids-in-bournemouth-christchurch-poole-this-summer%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cshughes%40stjames.academy%7C0f3e0d47b7c448f4046708dca0cb33a2%7C93517d92c117455fba
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kidsplaycafe.co.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cshughes%40stjames.academy%7C0f3e0d47b7c448f4046708dca0cb33a2%7C93517d92c117455fbacf60446451c29d%7C0%7C0%7C638562041815556592%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJ
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