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Newsletter 

Always remember what you have been taught, and don't let go of it. Keep all that you have learned; it is the most important 

thing in life.   Proverbs 4:13  

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

So that’s it…the end of the academic year 2023-2024.  You may shortly be spending your summer Holy-days   

busily exploring or quietly relaxing; spending time alone or spending it with friends and family; on a staycation or 

travelling far and wide. This routine and options during Holy-days changes for individuals each year but also     

society over the centuries.  Years ago, when children didn’t go to school, or even when they did, in a              

predominantly agrarian, then industrial society, children were very busy during August - September in the fields, 

or with a short downtime from rigorous and dangerous travails in the factory. 

 

The word holiday comes from the Christian Church’s Holy–days when on such days of feasting or fasting, no-one 

was allowed to work.  Typically, people gathered in families or wider groups to pray, and share a meal in honour 

of a Saint, or to celebrate a festival such as Easter or Christmas.  Even the poorest in society benefitted from   

Holy-days.  People looked forward to them as a break from the heavy or ordinary work of every day. 

 

So, enjoy your time as a family.  I often talk about the value of time.  The 6 weeks of summer allow for a         

relaxation on bedtime, meal times, getting dressed and brushing teeth times… enjoy each other, laugh, smile,    

and dance. We look forward to seeing you all in September, for the next part of our journey as a family in Jesus. 

 

Worship 

We learnt about the fruits of the spirit from St. Paul and how special they are in each of us.  We talked about our 

favourite fruits and why we liked them, the children were given differing fruits from pineapples to mangos, apples 

to grapes as a symbol of the end product of a plant or tree bearing its fruit.  We all have our gifts from God - let’s 

use them for good. 

 

Year 5 and 6 had their special leaver’s Eucharist in the church with Rev. Rachel leading our service. Each leaver 

received an icthus fish badge and a candle to remind them of their special time at St. James’.  They are welcome 

back at any time – to the family home. 

 

Food! 

As previously mentioned, we are having a kitchen built over the summer break, with a company called Relish 

providing our food from January 2025.  We will continue to use Forerunner as our school meal provider for the 

autumn term.  An email will be sent out in the next couple of weeks with the menu choices and notification of 

when you can order on Arbor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

A member of THE DIOCESE OF CHICHESTER ACADEMY TRUST  

The Diocese of Chichester Academy Trust, a company limited by guarantee. Registered in England & Wales No. 09201845  

Registered office: Diocesan Church House, 211 New Church Road, Hove, East Sussex, BN3 4ED 

King’s Park Drive 

On Wednesday, Mr Walden and I met with 3 representatives from the local council who are responsible for   

parking.  We (like you) are concerned by the volume of abandoned and dangerous vehicles that have been      

abandoned on King’s Park drive.  Removal of these unsightly vehicles will free up approximately 30 parking spaces, 

providing much needed ‘safe’ parking spaces for our community.  I will update you with further news when I     

receive it.  Hopefully, the update will be visible in September upon our return to school.  Our children’s safety is 

and will always be paramount. 

 

Site Improvement 

The front of the school will be getting a makeover over the summer, along with our year 1 classrooms and       

corridors.  Our Harbour room will also be getting additional resources, built by Mr Lillis. 

The school is looking good, but as always, we want to make it the best place for children and adults to thrive. 

 

Attendance 

Attendance in school is proven to be crucial to wellbeing as a child and as an adult and, at St. James', we want to 

do all that we can to encourage parents and children that children need to be in school. We try to provide an   

exciting curriculum and experiences that children will not want to miss.  From September, there is a new national 

threshold for attendance fines and we are attaching a letter from BCP explaining the changes.  

 

National Threshold - there will be a single consistent national threshold for when a penalty notice must be       

considered by all schools in England of 10 sessions (usually equivalent to 5 school days) of unauthorised absence 

within a rolling 10 school week period.  For example, a 5 day holiday would meet the national threshold.           

The 10-school week period can span different terms or school years.   

 

Please note that late arrivals after the register has closed count as an unauthorised absence for    

attendance purposes. 

 

We do understand that there are occasions when children are too ill for school or a family emergency that results 

in a late arrival, we will always seek to work together with you and provide support to improve attendance    

wherever we can, but the new strategy will mean that fines will be issued for unauthorised absence other than in 

exceptional circumstances.  We are currently building an attendance page on our website where you will be able 

to find further information and channels of support.  If you are struggling, please let us know so that we can work 

together.  Attendance matters. 

 

PE Days 

Next year, our PE team is growing and children will be taught by Mrs Finnigan, Mr Battams, Mrs Pine and          

Miss Janaskova.  All children must wear their PE kit all day on their PE day. Your child’s PE days will be: 

 

 Tuesdays – Early Years 

 Wednesday – Year 1 and Year 4 

 Thursdays – Year 2 and 5 

 Fridays – Year 3 and Year 6 
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Music Review 2023 - 2024 

What a privilege it has been to be involved in so many performance opportunities this year. Glee Club has gone 

from strength to strength and Cheerleading club, Dance club and Wake and Shake have all helped to develop our 

creative performance skills.  

 

In the autumn term, Glee were able to perform to a whole range of audiences including some fabulous Christmas 

concerts at The Pavilion, The De La Salle Theatre and at the Mayor's Library concert. We also went to sing at    

JP Morgan for their charity lunch held for local elderly people and sang in local care homes. 

 

The whole school took part in a whole range of Christmas performances in the hall, on the lower playground and 

candlelit in the church. These are always such special occasions full of singing, dancing, drama and performance 

enjoyed by all. 

 

In January, one of the highlights of the year was our trip to the 02 in London with Glee for Young Voices. We got 

to see a dance group, an incredible 13 year old drummer, a rap artist and a gospel singer along with singing     

everything from Dire Straits to Nancy Sinatra to Coldplay.  Singing, waving lights and dancing with thousands of 

other children, it was an amazing and exciting experience and we can't wait to go again this year. 

 

Summer term has brought a whole new range of experiences . Our wonderful Music Evening was a chance to 

showcase all of our instrumental lesson as well as  again Glee Club bringing the audience to tears with an      

emotional Fix You and then a lively Mamma Mia number!  The Year 6 production, 'The Takeover' was a chance to 

display some of our dramatic skills and the Ken dance will go down in history!  In July, Glee headed off to 

Hurstpierpoint for DCAT Enriched again and after some serious practice, produced a brilliant  performance of 

Superclifragilisticexpialidocious!  The Summer Fayre brought another fabulous Glee performance in the church 

and cheerleaders and dancers showing their skills on the playground.  

We have so enjoyed all of our musical experiences and along with those performances we have been visited by    

a brass quartet and 4 opera singers along with all of our usual singing and music that is part of everyday life at       

St. James'. 

We can't wait to see what next year brings. 
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The St. James' family gets bigger by 2! 

Congratulations to Mr and Mrs Slattery on the birth of their identical twin boys, Antoni and Dylan. We can't wait to 

meet you both and look forward to seeing a bleary-eyed Mr Slattery in year 6 in September.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As always, please check our website for your child’s learning and important information on the year group pages. 

This will be your first point of access with any news and events. You can also see pictures and news on our social 

media accounts (Facebook and Instagram), follow us to find out more about the wonderful things happening at    

St. James’.  Also, please follow our Stjames_pe Instagram site. 

 

Stay safe, look after each other and be kind…see you on Wednesday 4th September. 

 

 

 

Alastair Brown 

Headteacher 

Learning as a family in Jesus, through Love, Hope and Forgiveness.  Matthew 19:26 “with God all things are possible.”  

 

‘The school’s values are firmly rooted in the Christian ethos of the school. Pupils know why learning through ‘love, hope and forgiveness’ 

matters. They make clear links with these values and the school rules to ‘be ready, be respectful and be safe’. Leaders have high      

expectations for behaviour, and pupils live up to them. In lessons, pupils listen carefully and are keen to learn. As a result, they achieve 

well.’ Ofsted report, January 2023. 

 

‘Every pupil and adult flourishes within the family at St. James’. SIAMS report June 2022. 
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BCP activities are on a first come first served basis and bookable from 15th July   

  

 Activities and events:  

            Follow BCP Council Family Information and BCP Council Family Hubs on Facebook 

            The Parks Foundation: Home - The Parks Foundation also on Facebook. The individual cafes have their 

own Facebook pages where they publicise their own events or you can view them on the Parks Foundation     

website. Also Kingfisher Barn Visitor Centre. 

  

BCP Family Hubs: see timetables for individual Hubs as the offer varies. Activities and drop-ins for all ages    

including teens. Family hub timetables (bcpcouncil.gov.uk) 

  

Up in BCP: Summer activities. No cost - £10 www.upinbcp.co.uk     Summer Activities (upinbcp.co.uk)  

Booking form is available on their website.  

BCP Libraries:  
Summer Reading Challenge: Summer Reading Challenge | BCP (bcpcouncil.gov.uk)    

Presentation: SRC School Assembly Presentation (bcpcouncil.gov.uk) 

Information: Summer Reading Challenge 

What’s on in Libraries: Libraries Whats On (bcpcouncil.gov.uk)  

Family events: Family Events - Bournemouth  

BCP Family Information Directory: Holiday Activities: Search Results (bcpcouncil.gov.uk)  

Primary Times: Family activities and events for primary school children | Primary Times  

BCP Mumbler: Summer Holiday - Bournemouth, Christchurch & Poole Mumbler   Free Things To Do with Kids 
in Bournemouth, Christchurch & Poole this Summer - Bournemouth, Christchurch & Poole Mumbler  

Soft Play Cafes: Kids Play Cafe   

  

 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fparksfoundation.org.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cshughes%40stjames.academy%7C0f3e0d47b7c448f4046708dca0cb33a2%7C93517d92c117455fbacf60446451c29d%7C0%7C0%7C638562041815410422%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJ
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fid.bcpcouncil.gov.uk%2Fonline-family-hub%2Finformation%2Ffamily-hubs-early-help-and-outreach-centres%2Ffamily-hubs-timetables&data=05%7C02%7Cshughes%40stjames.academy%7C0f3e0d47b7c448f4046
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.upinbcp.co.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cshughes%40stjames.academy%7C0f3e0d47b7c448f4046708dca0cb33a2%7C93517d92c117455fbacf60446451c29d%7C0%7C0%7C638562041815435843%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiM
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.upinbcp.co.uk%2FResources%2FDocuments%2FExplore%2FSummer-Activities.pdf%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1txaPSfb6ueRMDZXLfJNWxqaI2G1SImj2i2N8tkGv9Qn53SEqb5czBUHo_aem_6UXy5ZZZ5Uk4_pfMshZYZQ&d
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bcpcouncil.gov.uk%2Flibraries%2Fchildren-and-young-people%2Fsummer-reading-challenge&data=05%7C02%7Cshughes%40stjames.academy%7C0f3e0d47b7c448f4046708dca0cb33a2%7C93517d92c117455fbacf604464
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bcpcouncil.gov.uk%2FAssets%2FLibraries%2FSRC-School-Assembly-Presentation.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cshughes%40stjames.academy%7C0f3e0d47b7c448f4046708dca0cb33a2%7C93517d92c117455fbacf60446451c29d%
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsummerreadingchallenge.org.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cshughes%40stjames.academy%7C0f3e0d47b7c448f4046708dca0cb33a2%7C93517d92c117455fbacf60446451c29d%7C0%7C0%7C638562041815477344%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZs
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bcpcouncil.gov.uk%2FAssets%2FLibraries%2FLibraries-Whats-On.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cshughes%40stjames.academy%7C0f3e0d47b7c448f4046708dca0cb33a2%7C93517d92c117455fbacf60446451c29d%7C0%7C0%7C6385
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bournemouth.co.uk%2Fwhats-on%2Fevents%2Ffamily-events&data=05%7C02%7Cshughes%40stjames.academy%7C0f3e0d47b7c448f4046708dca0cb33a2%7C93517d92c117455fbacf60446451c29d%7C0%7C0%7C63856204181549
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fid.bcpcouncil.gov.uk%2Ffamily-information-directory%2Fdirectory%2Fsearch-results%3Fkeywords%3Dholiday%2520activities&data=05%7C02%7Cshughes%40stjames.academy%7C0f3e0d47b7c448f4046708dca0cb
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.primarytimes.co.uk%2Fdorset%2F%3Fsmr%3D1&data=05%7C02%7Cshughes%40stjames.academy%7C0f3e0d47b7c448f4046708dca0cb33a2%7C93517d92c117455fbacf60446451c29d%7C0%7C0%7C638562041815517500%7CUnknow
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbcp.mumbler.co.uk%2Fschool-holidays%2Fsummer-holiday-activities%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cshughes%40stjames.academy%7C0f3e0d47b7c448f4046708dca0cb33a2%7C93517d92c117455fbacf60446451c29d%7C0%7C0%7C63856
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbcp.mumbler.co.uk%2Ffree-things-to-do-with-kids-in-bournemouth-christchurch-poole-this-summer%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cshughes%40stjames.academy%7C0f3e0d47b7c448f4046708dca0cb33a2%7C93517d92c117455fba
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbcp.mumbler.co.uk%2Ffree-things-to-do-with-kids-in-bournemouth-christchurch-poole-this-summer%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cshughes%40stjames.academy%7C0f3e0d47b7c448f4046708dca0cb33a2%7C93517d92c117455fba
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kidsplaycafe.co.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cshughes%40stjames.academy%7C0f3e0d47b7c448f4046708dca0cb33a2%7C93517d92c117455fbacf60446451c29d%7C0%7C0%7C638562041815556592%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJ
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