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Newsletter 

We are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago. 

Ephesians 2 v 10 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

Welcome back!  

There is something very satisfying about family coming together after a period of absence. A chance to catch up, 

renew old friendships, make new acquaintances, learn new things and embrace fellowship. This school is meant to 

have children in it, they are its purpose and we couldn’t be happier seeing them in their smart uniforms, wearing 

their happy smiles. Our new early years intake will join us from next week, as they gradually build up to a full day. 

There are so many exciting things happening this year and we can’t wait! 

Over the summer break, there have been extensive works at school - notably commencement of a new kitchen, 

the front of the school has had a makeover, the year one classrooms have been painted and have got new hard 

flooring and a new castle has been built in the Harbour. 

 

Worship 

You matter! That’s the message. God knows every hair on our head. He loves us, because He made us. Every one 

of us matters, we all have a part to play no matter how big or small. In 1962, President John F. Kennedy visited 

NASA for the first time. During his tour of the facility, he met a janitor who was carrying a broom down the   

hallway. The President then casually asked the janitor what he did for NASA, and the janitor replied, “I’m helping 

put a man on the moon.” We all need each other and our unique talents are important. I shared the book ‘You 

are Special’ by Max Lucado with the children this week. It is a beautiful book with a wonderful message about a 

maker who knows all of His creations and cares deeply about them. You are special indeed! 

 

New Parents 

The church will be open for all new parents on the morning of Monday 16th September. This is a wonderful     

opportunity to meet other new parents who may be having similar feelings and experiences. The church is always 

open to you and there will be free coffee and biscuits too! Just pop in after drop off in the morning. 

 

PE Days 

This year, our PE team has grown and children will be taught by Mrs Finnigan, Mr Battams, Mrs Pine and          

Miss Janaskova. All children must wear their PE kit all day on their PE day. Your child’s PE days will be: 

 Tuesdays – Early Years 

 Wednesday – Year 1 and Year 4 

 Thursdays – Year 2 and 5 

 Fridays – Year 3 and Year 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=15QuHygLwFU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=15QuHygLwFU
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Meet The Teacher/Year Group Information Evening 

On Wednesday 18th September there will be a chance for you to come into school and meet your child’s teacher 

for this year in their new classroom. This will also be an information sharing evening with important information 

regarding school trips, projects, homework, reading books and much more. There are two sessions; one at 3.20pm 

and another at 4.20pm. They will last approximately 30 minutes. Your child can accompany you if childcare is an 

issue. We will share the presentations on the website afterwards on your child’s year group page. 

 

Harvest Carnival - October 3rd 

We are going large on Harvest Festival this year, turning it into a Harvest Carnival. This will be a non-uniform day, 

where your child can come in dressed as a fruit of vegetable! There will be prizes – get thinking. The Bishop of 

Southampton is attending our services (rumour has it he is a big Supertato fan!)  Times and details to follow.     

Everyone welcome. 

 

Uniform 

We are delighted to see so many of you in smart uniform. There is no official ruling, but the guidelines for summer 

and winter uniform is defined by October half term and Easter holidays, but we live in a wonderfully unpredictable 

climate, so this is not a hardened rule. 

 

We also know how much uniform costs, and how frustrating it is when we lose jumpers and cardigans, as well as 

growing children! We do have our second hand uniform regularly on sale, for a fraction of the price of Stevensons. 

We will let you know when the PSA are having another sale. 

 

Please do try to follow our uniform policy, including PE kit on PE days. We are proud to be part of the St. James’ 

family and our uniform is very much part of that identity. Look smart, work smart! 

 

Road Closure and Temporary Traffic Lights  

Essential gas main replacements are taking place.  Clarence Park Road is going to be closed 9th September until 

the 18th October.  Southbourne Road and Southville Road is going to be closed 23rd September until the 

29th November. Please plan your route to school accordingly. 

 

Key Dates 

Monday 16th September – New Parent’s Coffee Morning from 8.30am - church 

Monday 16th September – Clubs Start 

Wednesday 18th September – Parent Information Evenings 3.20pm and 4.20pm – classrooms 

Thursday 26th September – Whole School Flu Immunisation - separate email sent with information 

Thursday 3rd October - Harvest Carnival 

Monday 14th October – Frazer Portraits Individual Photos  

Saturday 9th November - Open Morning - 10am - noon 

Tuesday 19th November - Pavilion Carol Concert - Glee Club 

Monday 25th November – School Open Evening/Book Look – 3.15pm – 4.15pm 

Tuesday 26th November – Online Parent Consultation Evening – 4pm – 7pm 

Wednesday 27th November - Online Parent Consultation Evening – 3.30pm – 6pm 

https://www.stjamescebournemouth.com/parents/school-uniform


 

A member of THE DIOCESE OF CHICHESTER ACADEMY TRUST  

The Diocese of Chichester Academy Trust, a company limited by guarantee. Registered in England & Wales No. 09201845  

Registered office: Diocesan Church House, 211 New Church Road, Hove, East Sussex, BN3 4ED 

Extra-Curricular Clubs 

You should all have received information about our club provision this term via email/Arbor. You can sign up 

from 9am  tomorrow morning online. 

 

EYFS children will start clubs in the new year.  

 

We will be offering up to 20 places for a sailing club from October. This will be for children in upper Key Stage 2 

who are proficient swimmers – more information to follow. 

 

Our external clubs, Zumba and Karate still have places available.  Please get in touch with them direct if you’d like 

to sign your child/children up.  Details at the end of this newsletter. 

 

Music Lessons 

 

Today we have had a fantastic demonstration for KS2 from our potential new flute teacher, Hannah! We still have 

spaces for flute and guitar lessons so please sign up as per the instructions below: 

 

Guitar/Ukelele lessons with Mr Lovell 

Individual 20 minute lesson £12 

Shared 30 minute group lesson £9 

Please sign up via Arbor 

 

Flute/Clarinet/Saxophone with Miss Gobbett 

Individual 20 minute lesson £12 

Shared 20 minute lesson £6 

Sign up directly with Miss Gobbett via attached information at end of this newsletter. 

Flute years 3, 4, 5 and 6 / Clarinet years 4, 5 and 6 / Saxophone years 5 and 6. 

 

In some circumstances, instruments can be hired from the teachers so that children can try lesson before making 

an expensive purchase. 

 

In the event that there are not enough spaces, priority will be given to continuing students first.  If your child is 

in receipt of Pupil Premium, please contact the school office as we may be able to support with 

some fees 
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Attendance 

Attendance in school is proven to be crucial to wellbeing as a child and as an adult and, at St. James', we want to 

do all that we can to encourage parents and children that children need to be in school. We try to provide an   

exciting curriculum and experiences that children will not want to miss.  From September, there is a new national 

threshold for attendance fines and we are attaching a letter from BCP explaining the changes.  

 

National Threshold - there will be a single consistent national threshold for when a penalty notice must be       

considered by all schools in England of 10 sessions (usually equivalent to 5 school days) of unauthorised absence 

within a rolling 10 school week period.  For example, a 5 day holiday would meet the national threshold.           

The 10 school week period can span different terms or school years.   

 

Please note that late arrivals after the register has closed count as an unauthorised absence for    

attendance purposes. 

 

We do understand that there are occasions when children are too ill for school, or a family emergency that     

results in a late arrival. We will always seek to work together with you and provide support to improve           

attendance wherever we can, but the new strategy will mean that fines will be issued for unauthorised absence 

other than in exceptional circumstances.  We are currently building an attendance page on our website where you 

will be able to find further information and channels of support.  If you are struggling, please let us know so that 

we can work together.  Attendance matters. 

 

As always, please check our website for your child’s learning and important information on the year group pages. 

This will be your first point of access with any news and events. You can also see pictures and news on our social 

media accounts (Facebook and Instagram), follow us to find out more about the amazing things happening at St. 

James’. Also, please follow our Stjames_pe Instagram site. 

 

 

Alastair Brown 

Headteacher 

Learning as a family in Jesus, through Love, Hope and Forgiveness.  Matthew 19:26 “with God all things are possible.”  

 

‘The school’s values are firmly rooted in the Christian ethos of the school. Pupils know why learning through ‘love, hope and forgiveness’ 

matters. They make clear links with these values and the school rules to ‘be ready, be respectful and be safe’. Leaders have high      

expectations for behaviour, and pupils live up to them. In lessons, pupils listen carefully and are keen to learn. As a result, they achieve 

well.’ Ofsted report, January 2023. 

 

‘Every pupil and adult flourishes within the family at St. James’. SIAMS report June 2022. 
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