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Newsletter 

“Don't be afraid,” he said. “Take courage. I am here! Matthew 14 v 27 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

The sun has been a welcome sight and feel this week, but you can’t help thinking there may not be many more 

warm days in 2024. One of the wonderful things about where we live are the seasons - each one has its own 

beauty. We are definitely into Autumn now, and I have watched the beech tree in my garden start to shed its 

leaves, but I am heartened by the thought of colours of trees, wearing cosy jumpers, and tomato soup!            

The evenings and mornings will get darker now as we move around our axis on our orbit of the sun, to a place 

where we see less and the southern hemisphere see more.  

 

Our planet is an incredible thing. Not too hot, not too cold… just right, and it’s the only one that can sustain life. 

Coincidence? I don’t think so. 

“I believe in Christianity as I believe that the sun has risen: not only because I see it, but because by it I see everything else.” 

C.S. Lewis 

 

Worship 

Courage is a funny thing. We are all afraid of something in our lives and to build up resilience that leads to     

courage is a difficult thing that is not easily learned. As a parent, I am fairly confident that I would have courage  

for my children, as I do as a Head Teacher for all of your children. This doesn’t just mean picking up spiders and    

putting them outside, but the courage to stand up for what’s right and not be afraid to do so. I am thankful that I 

can turn to my Lord Jesus in these time. ‘Do not be afraid’ appears 365 times in the bible -  a daily reminder that 

He has got our backs! Amen 

 

Science Award Ceremony - WOW! 

Last year, we had a number of winners in the National Science Competition ‘If you were an engineer what would 

you do?’ Well… Emily Jackson (now in year 4), who won the previous year and had her prototype for the ‘seed 

drone’ made up by the engineers at Southampton university, has been nominated for the prestigious MacRobert 

award in Glasgow! 

 

We are so proud of her and her wonderful achievements. You can vote for Emily’s prototype on the link below. 

Emily’s is the last one, under Southampton University. 

https://www.primaryengineer.com/primary-engineer-macrobert-medal-public-vote/ 

 

 

 

 

https://www.primaryengineer.com/primary-engineer-macrobert-medal-public-vote/
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King’s Park Drive 

As you will know, we met with 4 members of the BCP traffic team in July with our concerns around safety in 

King’s Park Drive. 

 

As a school, parents have used the steps access to our site for decades. It should be a convenient and safe way to 

park and enter our site. Over recent months, a large number of abandoned vehicles have been left on the road, 

which limits safe parking. Some have been there so long, they are growing plants from them! There are trailers, 

lorries, caravans and other vehicles which unfortunately seem to now be part of the landscape. The council said 

that it is the Park Department’s responsibility, so we are contacting them on a daily basis to get the situation    

resolved, before someone gets hurt. 

 

Please can you help us by parking safely, not on the yellow lines. I know the morning rush is hard, but leaving one 

minute earlier means that you can park safely and walk with time. We will always encourage you to walk/scoot/

cycle to school where possible; it’s a much more fun way of starting the day! 

Thank you for your continued support and I will update you with any information as soon as we have received it. 

 

PE Days 

All children must wear their PE kit all day on their PE day. Your child’s PE days will be: 

 Tuesdays – Early Years 

 Wednesday – Year 1 and Year 4 

 Thursdays – Year 2 and 5 

 Fridays – Year 3 and Year 6 

 

Extra-Curricular Clubs 

Clubs started this week and will continue until December. Sometimes, extra places become available, so do let the 

office know if you want to be added to any waiting lists. 

 

EYFS children will start clubs in the New Year. We will be offering up to 20 places for a sailing club from October 

which will be for children in upper Key Stage 2 who are proficient swimmers - more information to follow. 

 

Meet The Teacher/Year Group Information Evening 

We hope you enjoyed the information evening. The PowerPoint slides are available on the year group page of the 

website, in case you wanted a refresher, or to pass the information on to someone. 

There will be a number of parent workshops throughout the year in different year groups.  Watch this space. 

 

Harvest Carnival - Thursday 3rd October 

This will be a non-uniform day, where your child can come in dressed as a fruit of vegetable! There will be        

prizes -  get thinking. The Bishop of Southampton is attending our services.  

 

Attendance 

Thank you for an excellent start to the year attendance wise.  Please remember that the bell goes at 8:40am and 

late arrivals after the register have to be counted as unauthorised attendance.  20 unauthorised attendances      

including lates could lead to an £80 fine per parent, per child. 
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Uniform 

We are delighted to see so many of you in smart uniform. There is no official ruling, but the guidelines for      

summer and winter uniform is defined by October half term and Easter holidays, but we live in a wonderfully   

unpredictable climate, so this is not a hardened rule. 

 

We also know how much uniform costs, and how frustrating it is when we lose jumpers and cardigans, as well as 

growing children! We do have our second hand uniform regularly on sale, for a fraction of the price of            

Stevensons. The next sale is from 2:30pm on Tuesday 24th September, outside the playground. 

 

Please do try to follow our uniform policy, including PE kit on PE days. We are proud to be part of the St. James’ 

family and our uniform is very much part of that identity. Look smart, work smart! 

 

Toy Plea! 

The Sunshine and Rainbow rooms are in need of clean, good quality dinosaurs, figures, lego and construction toys. 

If you have any at home you are happy to donate, please drop them into the office. 

 

The Coffee Club 

Come and espresso yourself, because brew are not alone. There a latte to talk about, and some of us have bean 

here before.  So come along to St. James' SEND coffee afternoon, for a friendly get together with other parents 

from the St. James' family. 

There will be an opportunity to meet some of the staff from the SEND team including speech and language,     

nurture and dyslexia.  We hope to see many of you on Tuesday 8th October at 2pm. Please meet at the hall 

doors for entry.  

 

Medicines In School 

Just a reminder that any prescribed medicines required within school hours must be brought to the school office 

and an ‘administration form’ must be completed by a parent/carer. PLEASE DO NOT SEND YOUR CHILD 

INTO SCHOOL WITH ANY MEDICATION IN THEIR SCHOOL BAG. 

You are very welcome to come to the school office to give your child pain relief, if required, during the school 

day. 

 

Key Dates 

Thursday 26th September – Whole School Flu Immunisation - separate email sent with information 

Thursday 3rd October - Harvest Carnival 

Tuesday 8th October - The Coffee Club - 2pm - entry at school hall doors 

Monday 14th October – Frazer Portraits Individual Photos  

Saturday 9th November - Open Morning - 10am - noon 

Tuesday 19th November - Pavilion Carol Concert - Glee Club 

Sunday 24th November - Glee Christmas Concert at St. Peter’s School (afternoon) 

Monday 25th November – School Open Evening/Book Look – 3.15pm – 4.15pm 

Tuesday 26th November – Online Parent Consultation Evening – 4pm – 7pm 

Wednesday 27th November - Online Parent Consultation Evening – 3.30pm – 6pm 

Friday 20th June - Sports Day, King’s Park Stadium 

 

 

 

 

https://www.stjamescebournemouth.com/parents/school-uniform
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Parenting Course 

Please see details attached regarding a new parenting course with Mrs Sparrow, starting on Wednesday 2nd     

October, 7pm - 9pm at Elim Church, Curzon Road.  All parents welcome to sign up. 

 

As always, please check our website for your child’s learning and important information on the year group pages. 

This will be your first point of access with any news and events. You can also see pictures and news on our social 

media accounts (Facebook and Instagram), follow us to find out more about the amazing things happening at        

St. James’. Also, please follow our Stjames_pe Instagram site. 

 

 

 

Alastair Brown 

Headteacher 

Learning as a family in Jesus, through Love, Hope and Forgiveness.  Matthew 19:26 “with God all things are possible.”  

 

‘The school’s values are firmly rooted in the Christian ethos of the school. Pupils know why learning through ‘love, hope and forgiveness’ 

matters. They make clear links with these values and the school rules to ‘be ready, be respectful and be safe’. Leaders have high      

expectations for behaviour, and pupils live up to them. In lessons, pupils listen carefully and are keen to learn. As a result, they achieve 

well.’ Ofsted report, January 2023. 

 

‘Every pupil and adult flourishes within the family at St. James’. SIAMS report June 2022. 
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