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Newsletter 

 "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but              

have eternal life."                                                                                                          

John 3:16 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

We are now officially two thirds of the way through the academic year. When we return, it will be the             

summer term – SATS, sports week, discos, performances, summer fayre, school visits, beach trips and a whole lot 

more.  

It’s strange having Easter so late this year, the knock on effect is an extremely short term 5 (less than 5 weeks). 

 

Worship 

Copper the dog, came in to help me lead worship this week. I talked about my relationship with God and my   

relationship with Copper being very much aligned; the unconditional love, the listening to messages, the           

attempting to obey and the security we feel from one another. I told a story about when Copper was on a walk in 

the forest and decided to roll in horse poo! I hosed him off when we got home to the back garden, but ended up 

on the receiving end of Copper’s mess as the hose splashed the dirt back on me. The result was a clean and fresh 

smelling dog – and a dirty, smelly Mr Brown! This is similar to what Jesus did for us. By sacrificing Himself on the 

cross, he took away all of our dirt and sin, to make us clean. 

Mediterranean led our worship beautifully this morning, all about Easter, linking our Christian values beautifully.  

They danced, sang, read and spoke so confidently, I know you are proud of them. 

 

School Meals Information 

Unfortunately, the price of school meals are increasing slightly. Below is a message from DCAT: 

 

I am writing to inform you that due to the national insurance increases and therefore increased labour costs, paid school 

meals will need to increase from £2.80 to £2.95 after the Easter break. I understand this may come as a surprise given our 

new contract with Relish, but this factor was unforeseen when the contract was signed back in the summer. 

 

While this news may be disappointing, I want to provide some context. Had we remained with our previous lunch providers, 

the cost per meal would have been £2.97 from September 2024, with likely further increases now for the same reason. 

From our discussions, as a Trust we have seen the quality of food provided by Relish far exceed what was offered under the 

previous contract, which was always our intention. This improvement has been made possible through our partnership with 

Relish, and the increased uptake confirms that this was the right decision for our children. 

 

Relish will have their summer menu available to order from the 17th April.  Please order for the whole term! 

Don’t forget to top up your Arbor meal account. 
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Extra Curricular Clubs  

We sent an email out on Tuesday regarding our clubs running from w/c 28th April (see timetable attached later in 

this newsletter).  Sign up from 9am on Saturday 5th April via Arbor.  If you are unable to sign your child up, this 

will mean that the club is full. 

 

Reminders: 

 

Attendance and Fines 

School starts at 8:30am, when learning begins in the classroom. The gates close at 8.40am.  We also finish the 

school day at 3pm for Reception, Years, 1, 2, 3 and 4, and 3:10pm for years 5 and 6. 

 

As a school, we are under increasing pressure to improve our attendance at St. James’. This year’s attendance is 

94.9% and Persistent Absentees at 13%. Whilst these are better figures than national average, we have a duty to 

improve children’s attendance. The school is held to account by the local authority and directed to issue letters 

and fines. Whilst I will always prioritise positive relationships with families, sometimes we have little or no option 

than to issue a fine based on term time absences, such as holidays and lateness.  

 

School Uniform 

Thank you to those children who are always dressed so smartly in St. James’ colours. We continue to look our 

smartest and we are taking pride in our appearance and our belonging to St. James’. Please try to ensure your child 

is dressed appropriately, following our uniform policy. Our uniform details are all on the website and children 

should be wearing their winter uniform, with a school tie. The Summer uniform comes into effect in May.  Thank 

you for your support. 

 

Dogs on School Site 

Although we are a dog loving school, could I politely remind you not to bring dogs up to school at drop off or pick 

up please. 

 

Head Lice 

They are very common in young children and spread by head-to-head contact.  To help minimise the spread, 

please ensure ALL long hair is tied up at school, and regularly check your child’s head. Information is on the NHS 

website on how to treat. 

 

Parking 

Please park safely and considerately around the school and King’s Park Drive to keep all of our school family safe. 

 

PE Days 

All children must wear their school PE kit all day on their PE day. Your child’s PE days will be: 

Mondays - Harbour 

Tuesdays - Early Years 

Wednesdays - Year 1 and Year 4 

Thursdays - Year 2 and Year 5 

Fridays - Year 3 and Year 6 

 

 

https://www.stjamescebournemouth.com/parents/school-uniform
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Key Dates  

The calendar section on the website should give you major events throughout the academic year, but I will give 

concise reminders below:  

Tuesday 22nd April - Return to School for the Summer Term 

Wednesday 30th April - Year 1 New Forest Wildlife Park Trip 

Thursday 1st May - Nile Class Worship - 9am 

Tuesday 6th  May - Ducklings Class Parent’s Evening - 12pm - 7pm  

Friday 9th  May - PSA Quiz Night - 7pm 

Friday 16th May - Glee Club Salvation Army Concert 

Tuesday 20th May - Class Photographs - No PE kit on this day please (EYFS and clubs) 

Thursday 22nd May - Victoria Class Worship - 9am 

Friday 23rd May - Break up for May Half Term 

Monday 2nd June - INSET Day. No school on this day 

Tuesday 3rd June - Children Return for Term 6 

Tuesday 3rd June - New Parent’s Information Evening (EYFS 25/26 cohort) 

Sunday 8th - Wednesday 11th June - Year 6 Residential - PGL 

Friday 20th June, 2025 - Sports Day, King’s Park Stadium 

Thursday 26th June - Malawi Class Worship 

Friday 27th  June - EYFS to Year 5 Discos - 1:30pm - 5pm 

Tuesday 1st July - Year 6 Leaver’s Day - Christchurch Priory 

Thursday 3rd July - EYFS Educational Visit to Longdown Dairy Farm 

Saturday 5th  July - St. James’ Summer Fayre - 11am - 2pm 

Monday 7th  July - St. James’ Music Evening - 6pm - 7:30pm 

Tuesday 8th July - Whole School Photograph - playground (school uniform - no PE kit on this day please) 

Thursday 10th July - DCAT Enriched - Hurstpierpoint College 

Monday 21st July - Year 6 Academy Awards Evening 

Tuesday 22nd July - Break up for Summer Holidays at 1:15pm 

 

As always, please check our website for your child’s learning and important information on the year group pages. 

Also, the calendar section will give you important dates in advance. You can also see pictures and news on our  

social media accounts (Facebook and Instagram), follow us to find out more about the amazing things happening at 

St. James’.   

 

Have a wonderful Easter break, together and we look forward to seeing you all in the summer term. As always, thank 

you all for your continued support, 

 

 

Alastair Brown  
Headteacher 

 
Learning as a family in Jesus, through Love, Hope and Forgiveness.  Matthew 19:26 “with God all things are possible.”  

 

‘The school’s values are firmly rooted in the Christian ethos of the school. Pupils know why learning through ‘love, hope and forgiveness’ matters. They make clear links with 
these values and the school rules to ‘be ready, be respectful and be safe’. Leaders have high expectations for behaviour, and pupils live up to them. In lessons, pupils listen 
carefully and are keen to learn. As a result, they achieve well.’ Ofsted report, January 2023. 

 

‘Every pupil and adult flourishes within the family at St. James’. SIAMS report June 2022. 
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