St. James’ Progression in Writing

Intent

We believe that all children are empowered in life when they can communicate well. We want the children of St James’ to become
unique and ambitious writers. We will provide them with a secure foundation of writing for a purpose, to empower them to become
writers who are equipped to use their skills confidently and creatively in opportunities presented to them both now and in the future.

Like composing a piece of music, children need to understand and identify the ‘notes’ or components in order to be able to put
them together creatively to produce a piece that willimpact on their audience in just the way they intend. To facilitate this, we
believe that establishing early key writing habits and fundamentals is essential.

All children in St. James’ will become writers and will;

e Be motivated, resilient, and resourceful.

e Develop their own individual creativity in their writing.

e Understand writing for a purpose and audience.

e Be secure in spelling, punctuation, and grammar, enabling free and confident writing.

e Engage in a wide range of experiences that initiate discussion, allowing children to develop their own ideas and opinions in
their writing.

e Have opportunities to explore and use a rich and varied bank of vocabulary.

e Learn to use a cursive script designed to promote fluent and neat writing

Implementation

Independent writing opportunities should be given at least twice a term (x12 per year), preferably more if possible. These
opportunities can be

e To assess skills prior to starting a new unit or genre

e To demonstrate the learning and progress from a completed unit
e To provide a purpose for writing related to specific learning

e To allow for freedom and creativity in writing
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Composition,
Purpose &
Audience

Write for real purposes and audiences, demonstrating understanding of the main features of different forms of writing.

Write using a rich and varied vocabulary appropriate to purpose and form.

Read own writing aloud to a group or the whole class, using appropriate intonation and controlling the tone and volume so that the meaning is clear.
Plan writing by discussing writing similar to their own and discussing and recording ideas.

Werite narratives with a clear plot, and describe
settings... (ENPs, pre and post modification)

...and characters.

Make effective choices about using direct
speech within narratives (link to character

descriptions).

Write narratives with a clear plot, and describe
settings and characters.
Make effective choices about using direct speech
within narratives.




Use paragraphs to organise ideas around a
theme/use simple organisational devices in non-
narrative.

Proofread for spelling and punctuation (see Y4
age-related expectations for accuracy).

Use pronouns and nouns within and across
sentences to aid cohesion and avoid
repetition.

Evaluate the effectiveness of writing (their
own and others’); suggest improvements.

Independently evaluate the effectiveness of writing
and express reasoning for improvements.

Grammar &
Punctuation

Add detail and precision through expanding
noun phrases (modification before the noun...
Write a range of sentences with more than one

...and prepositional phrases after the noun).

Write a range of sentences with more than

Identify and choose appropriate determiners for the ENP.
Independently, use a rich and varied vocabulary to create
noun phrases using pre and post modification.

Y4 clause by recapping on co-ordinating one clause by using a wider range of Write, choosing from a wide range of conjunctions in
Te"mi"‘?'°9Y‘ conjunctions and on sentence types (simple, conjunctions (including subordinating e.g. order to maximise effect.
determiner, | ., mbound, complex). when, before, after, while, so because,
pronoun, Make accurate use of present and past tense although). Tense agreement throughout writing.
i:iiiii'j’e including simple and perfect forms (secure from | Make accurate use of present and past tense
adverbial Year 2 and 3). including simple, progressive and perfect
preposition forms
Use Standard English verb inflections, instead of
local dialect forms (we were instead of we was; /
did instead of | done).
Express time, place, cause using adverbs and Express time, place, cause and enhance cohesion
adverbials including prepositional phrases (e.g. using adverbs and adverbials, sometimes fronted,
therefore, soon, finally, before dark, during Express time, place, cause using adverbs and including prepositional phrases (e.g. therefore, soon,
break, in the cave, because of Fred). adverbials, sometimes fronted. finally, before dark, during break, in the cave,
because of Fred).
Use commas after fronted adverbials.
Demarcate sentences accurately throughout
using capital letters and end punctuation (secure
from Year 2). Use commas in a list. Use inverted commas and other punctuation
to indicate direct speech accurately.
Use apostrophes correctly (contraction) Use apostrophes correctly (contraction, singular and
plural possession).
Use apostrophes correctly (contraction,
singular and plural possession).
English determiner, Adverbial Onomatopoeia
Vocabulary pronoun, Preposition Drafting
Prepositional phrase Editing

possessive pronhoun,




Subordination Simile
colon Descriptive
Extended houn phrase
idiom
Spelling Spell correctly words that have been previously Use and spell correctly some words from the Use and spell correctly most words from the Year 3 /
Teaching taught, including... Year 3 / Year 4 spelling list. Year 4 spelling list.
e common exception words from KS1;
e previously taught homophones;
e those with known prefixes and suffixes.
Use phonic knowledge and morphology to make Use phonic knowledge and morphology to . Use phonic knowledge and morphology to make
make good attempts at, and check the spelling | good attempts at, and check the spelling of,
good attempts at unknown words.
of, unknown words. unknown words.
Write from memory simple sentences, that include words and punctuation taught so far.
Use the first 2 or 3 letters of a word to check its spelling in the dictionary.
Handwriting | Use joined up writing consistently, independently and fluently. Improve quality.

Non- Negotiable End Points

Spell the Year 4 words

Use fluent, legible and joined up handwriting

Create stories with seftings, characters and plot

Write using expanded noun phrases

Use fronted adverbials

Accurately punctuate speech

Use apostrophes for plural possession
Check my work makes sense and edit accordingly

Edit and suggest improvements to others’ work




Impact

The impact will be measured using the following:

e Qutcomes in Writing

e Qutcomes in Phonics, GPS and PiRA tests
e Pupil voice

e Books

e Exemplar display work



