St. James’ Progression in Writing

Intent

We believe that all children are empowered in life when they can communicate well. We want the children of St James’ to become
unigue and ambitious writers. We will provide them with a secure foundation of writing for a purpose, to empower them to become
writers who are equipped to use their skills confidently and creatively in opportunities presented to them both now and in the future.

Like composing a piece of music, children need to understand and identify the ‘notes’ or components in order to be able to put
them together creatively to produce a piece that willimpact on their audience in just the way they intend. To facilitate this, we
believe that establishing early key writing habits and fundamentals is essential.

All children in St. James’ will become writers and will:

e Be motivated, resilient, and resourceful.

e Develop their own individual creativity in their writing.

e Understand writing for a purpose and audience.

e Be secure in spelling, punctuation, and grammar, enabling free and confident writing.

e Engage in a wide range of experiences that initiate discussion, allowing children to develop their own ideas and opinions in
their writing.

e Have opportunities to explore and use a rich and varied bank of vocabulary.

e Learn to use a cursive script designed to promote fluent and neat writing

Implementation

Independent writing opportunities should be given at least twice a term (x12 per year), preferably more if possible. These
opportunities can be

e To assess skills prior to starting a new unit or genre
e To demonstrate the learning and progress from a completed unit
e To provide a purpose for writing related to specific learning



e To allow for freedom and creativity in writing
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Composition, | Write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences, selecting language that shows good awareness of the reader (e.g. the use of the first person in a
Purpose & diary; direct address in instructions and persuasive writing).
Audience Provide opportunities to demonstrate versatility in different writing styles within a piece.
In narratives, describe settings, characters and In narratives, describe settings, characters and Make choices in drafting and revising writing,
atmosphere atmosphere, integrating dialogue and advancing showing understanding of how these enhance
the action. meaning.
Peer proof read for spelling, punctuation and Proof read for spelling, punctuation and Independently proof read for spelling,
grammatical errors (e.g. subject/verb grammatical errors (e.g. subject/verb agreements, | punctuation and grammatical errors (e.g.
agreements, tense use). tense use). subject/verb agreements, tense use).
Use a range of devices to build cohesion (e.g. Use a range of devices to build cohesion (e.g.
conjunctions, adverbials of time and place, conjunctions, adverbials of time and place,
pronouns, synonyms) within paragraphs. pronouns, synonyms) within and across
Use further organisational and presentational paragraphs.
devices to structure text and to guide the reader
[for example, headings, bullet points, Use further organisational and presentational
underlining] devices to structure text and to guide the reader
[for example, headings, bullet points, underlining]
Grammar & | Select vocabulary and grammatical structures Select vocabulary and grammatical structures that | Select vocabulary and grammatical structures that

Punctuation

Terminology

that reflect what the writing requires, doing this
mostly appropriately (e.g. using contracted
forms in dialogues in narrative; using modal

reflect what the writing requires, doing this mostly
appropriately (e.g. making effective choices in
manipulating modal verbs to suggest degrees of
possibility within a sentence).

reflect what the writing requires, doing this
mostly appropriately (e.g. using passive verbs to
affect how information is presented; formal and
informal voice).




subject,
object active,
passive
synonym,
anfonym
ellipsis,

hyphen, colon,

verbs to suggest degrees of possibility; recap
relative clauses and relative pronouns from Y5).

Use verb tenses consistently and correctly
throughout their writing.

Use verb tenses consistently and correctly
throughout their writing; distinguish between
progressive and perfect forms within past and
present tense.

Distinguish between the language of speech and
writing and choose the appropriate register

Exercise an assured and conscious control over
levels of formality, particularly through
manipulating grammar and vocabulary to achieve

semi-colon, this.
bullet points . .
Use the range of punctuation taught at key stage 2 | Use the range of punctuation taught at key stage
Use correctly: mostly correctly 2 correctly (e.g. semi-colons, dashes, colons,
Capital letters hyphens) and, when necessary, use such
Full stops punctuation precisely to enhance meaning and
Question marks avoid ambiguity.
Commas for lists
Apostrophes for lists, contractions
Inverted commas
Recap parenthesis from Y5 (brackets, dashes and
commas); commas to indicate separation of
clauses; commas for clarity of meaning.
English Subject Synonym Colon
specific Object Antonym Hyphen
vocabulary | figurative imagery Ellipsis Hyperbole
Alliteration Semi-colon oxymoron
assonance
active/ passive
Spelling . Prefixes and Suffixes ° Rare GPCs
Teaching ° Rare GPCs ®  Word endings - tial cial o Prefixes and Suffixes
. Prefixes and Suffixes . Homophones J Word endings - ant, ent
e Word endings - cious, tious . Proofreading o Homophones and near homophones
. Homophones . Learning and Practising spellings o Proofreading
. Proofreading o Learning and Practising spellings
[ ]

Learning and Practising spellings

Spell correctly words from the Year 3/Year 4
spelling list, and some words from the Year
5/Year 6 spelling list.

Spell correctly most words from the Year 5/Year 6
spelling list, and use a dictionary to check the
spelling of uncommon or more ambitious
vocabulary.

Spell correctly words from the Year 5/Year 6
spelling list, and use a dictionary to check the
spelling of uncommon or more ambitious
vocabulary.

Handwriting

Write legibly and maintain legibility in joined handwriting when writing at speed.




Impact

The impact will be measured using the following:

e Qutcomes in Writing

e Qutcomesin GPS and Reading SATS tests
e Pupil voice

e Books

e Exemplar display work



