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“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to 

harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11
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Dear Parents/Carers,

Learning as a family in Jesus, through Love, Hope and Forgiveness.

…and just like that, we are half way through the academic year! We have enjoyed a great 
start to 2022, with our whole school colour project amongst other fantastic learning oppor-
tunities.  May I remind you to check the school website – particularly the year group pages, 
to keep up with what the children have done, and also get any information for the week 
ahead.

The Omicron variant of Covid 19 is still very much around and we have had significant staff 
absence during this term. We are hopeful that as the weather improves, the cases will 
become fewer and we can return to full capacity.

Inset Dates
The following dates will be taken as staff training days, meaning school will be closed for 
children:

Monday 25th April 2022 (the Monday after Easter holidays) and
Monday 6th June 2022 (the Monday after half term)

Goodbye
Today we say goodbye to Miss Lees from our early years team. She has been part of our 
teaching support staff for 4 years now and has been a great help with our reception team. 
We will be sad to see her go, but wish her well in her new employment, closer to home in 
Poole. We welcome Miss Burman onto the staff team.

Extra-Curricular Clubs
These start the week beginning 28th February. We are only offering a limited extra-
curricular provision for the moment and they will all be outdoor clubs. We will hopefully 
be able to offer a range of clubs for all year groups nearer to the summer.

Amelia’s Rainbow
Following our whole school colour project, we began to raise money for ‘Amelia’s Rain-
bow’ Charity with our colourful Mufti Day. We will continue to support this charity and any 
further donations can be made to the office please. Amelia’s Rainbow supports children 
in Dorset and the surrounding area who are suffering from any terminal, life limiting, serious 
and chronic illnesses. Thank you for your in support of this worthwhile charity, we raised 
£109.70.

World Book Day
On Thursday 3rd March, we are celebrating World Book Day, by dressing up from the 
biggest selling book – The Bible. Please come to school dressed as anything from the Bible, 
Old or New Testament. It will be great fun!
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Book Worm Challenge 
We love reading at St. James’! Reading is vital for all our children and evidence suggests 
that children who read for enjoyment every day develop a broader vocabulary, have 
increased general knowledge and a better understanding of other cultures and the world.  
And, of course, there is no better way to feed the imagination than to immerse yourself in a 
brilliant book.  
               
Some of our reading books have seen better days in school and there are always new 
books being published, so the PSA would like to raise money for new books through 
holding a whole school sponsored read. We would like to encourage YR up to Y6 to 
challenge themselves to read for as much time as possible or share a story with parents/
carers over a duration of 2 weeks starting on 18th February and finishing on 3rd March, 
which is World Book Day.

This reading/sharing can involve any fiction or non-fiction book, picture book, comic, 
magazine whether it is ‘physical’ or virtual and online. This can be done independently or 
with an adult.  If possible, we would really appreciate each child raising at least £3. Every 
child who takes part will receive a laminated bookmark to thank them for their effort. The 
seven children (one from each year group) who read for the most time will have their 
names put inside one of the new books to celebrate. The class with the most reading time 
will have an additional golden time reward.  We really hope that the real reward will come 
from the reading itself so that this will continue throughout their lives. Please encourage 
your child to take part, to both raise money for lovely new books which they can then 
enjoy at school.

Parent Champion for SEND – Monthly support and advice for families
As a school we want to play a role in improving SEND services for our children and young 
people. We now have an opportunity to provide a confidential space here in school for 
families of children with SEND through a new Parent Champion project delivered and 
funded by SENDiass4BCP and Parent Carers Together.

Each month a dedicated Parent Champion will hold one session to support families in 
navigating appropriate local and National services and networks to meet the needs of 
their children. These meetings can be booked in advance through the email address given 
below: 

sendsupport@stjamescebournemouth.com

Time slots are allocated to individual families on a first come first served basis and are held 
in confidence during the school day. We are likely to be able to hold our first session in 
March but the first date is yet to be confirmed. Please feel free to register your interest and 
we will allocate time slots when we are able to.  

If you are experiencing difficulties and are unsure where to access the support and 
resources you need please do get in touch and confirm your interest in writing. The role of 
the Parent Champion is to listen and to share knowledge of the services and the networks 
in your local community that may be of help to you.

This is a valuable resource we are so pleased to be part of. Together we can improve 
services and support for families across Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole.

May I wish you all a restful break with your families and we look forward to seeing you all 
after half term on Monday 28th February, and our build up to Easter. 

Alastair Brown
Interim Headteacher

Learning as a family in Jesus, through Love, Hope and Forgiveness.
Matthew 19:26 “with God all things are possible.”


