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Newsletter
And the crowds that went before him and that followed him were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of
David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!”
Matthew 21:9

Dear Parents/Carers,
Worship
It has been an emotional and glorious thing to be able to have the whole school back together
for worship this term - the sound of children singing is hard to beat for an uplifting start to the day
and, being able to explore Bible stories and learn about God's world together is joyous for us as
a school. Although we have been together in spirit throughout the last 2 years, to be together as
a family is something we are certainly thankful for.
This week we have been leading up to Easter and thinking about how Jesus was treated; we
are encouraging everyone to think about how we treat Jesus now and how that impacts on our
actions towards others.
Our Christian values of Love, Hope and Forgiveness are never more relevant than they are at
Easter time.
School Starting And Finishing Times – Summer Term
After the Easter break, we will attempt return to normality?! (Whatever that means?)
All children will start school at 8.30am. The gates will close at 8.40am. Early Years (Dolphins and
Seals) will still use their usual side entrance to come into school, but all other children will enter
from the front of school. We will no longer be using the rear of school at the start and end of the
school day.
At the end of the day, Early Years will finish at 3pm. The side gate will be opened and parents
can come onto the back playground to collect your children. The children will be dismissed
then from their classroom doors.
Years 1, 2, 3 and 4 will all be dismissed from the front of school, also at 3pm.
Year 1 will be dismissed from the hall (far gate – nearest the church annexe)
Year 2 will be dismissed from the hall (near gate – nearest the big tree)
Year 3 will be dismissed from their usual entrance (steps)
Year 4 will be dismissed from the children’s entrance (under the big tree)
Year 5 and 6 will finish their school day at 3.10pm. They will be dismissed from the main children’s
entrance under the tree and from the steps at the front of the school.
We hope that this is welcome news, it means that our school day and timetable will allow for
meaningful learning for all our children, from 8.30 each morning.
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Children will still come into school in their PE kits as usual, when they have PE wellbeing days and/
or after school sports clubs and competitions.
What are we doing well?
This week, we had a DCAT Governor visit focussing on pupil voice and safeguarding, these are
some of the findings from the report:
How do you know the school’s actions are having an impact?
As the primary focus was safeguarding, the children were all confident in explaining how they
would deal with any worries and that they felt safe in school.
Exploring some of the Academy Development Plan’s questions all children were able to talk
about Ready, Respectful, Safe and what would happen if they didn’t follow this. The
discussions led us to other subjects and learning was identified as generally fun. The sanctions
and rewards were understood. This would lead me to believe as I selected these children
randomly that the language is used regularly by the staff.
Whilst at the school for the period of the review I did not observe any behaviour issues and
children were polite and respectful to the adults when I saw them in the corridors.
The children also told me the following:
“Since Mr. Brown has been in charge there has been no proper behaviour issues or fights”
“Mr. Brown knows our names which is good”
“Mr. Brown is strict, but he can also be a laugh”
What successes stood out and why?



The children were all confident of what to do if they had a worry.



The children all understood Ready, Respectful, Safe which would indicate that the staff
are all following the new behaviour policy. They also understood the sanctions and
rewards.



Children talked about the school positively – they all enjoyed school and their learning.



Children understood the Christian values and how they applied to them.

Behaviour
Our new positive behaviour policy is now in full flow and children are so good at using the words
Ready, Respectful and Safe to describe how they need to be both on the playground and in the
classroom. They know that mistakes can be forgiven but that sometimes a consequence can
give us time to think and learn and try not to make the same mistake again. It is fantastic to hear
them use the language of love, hope and forgiveness in their interactions with us and with each
other and there is a really positive feeling amongst the school family.
It's been lovely to have feedback from visitors we have had to the school for various different
reasons about how fantastic our children are and how much the school feels like a family.
Whenever they have spoken to children or staff, they have had nothing but praise for the
friendliness and kindness that is being shared. We know that there are still occasions where we all
make mistakes but we are genuinely learning together as a family and we will get there.
Our behaviour incidents have fallen for the second successive month and we are proud of our
children and their positive behaviour in and around school. Thank you for your ongoing support
at home.
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Curriculum

We loved our Colour project at the end of last term and this term, as a staff we have been
looking at new ways to develop and grow our curriculum to provide even more experiences in
learning for our fantastic students. Every subject leader has been looking at ways that we can
do this and exciting times are ahead. We are delighted that we have already begun to
introduce both Music and French (KS2) into our Wellbeing days to expand our learning in these
creative subjects.
Website
If you haven't looked at the website recently, take a look to see a whole range of activities and
learning adventures that our children have been on! Thank you to all of you who have been
checking out our Year Group pages for weekly updates about our learning and what is coming
up in the week ahead - it's a good way for us to work together to develop our children's
learning. We know that the website isn't perfect but we are looking to make it as user friendly
and informative as we can.
Parents’ Evenings
Next week we hold our first ‘face to face’ parent consultations for some time. These take place
in the hall on Tuesday and Thursday after school. Thank you for signing up. There will also be an
opportunity for you to visit your child’s classroom and look at the environment as well as the
books. We are delighted to be able welcome you all back into St. James’!
Inset Dates
The following dates will be taken as staff training days, meaning school will be closed for
children:
Monday 25th April 2022 (the Monday after Easter holidays) and
Monday 6th June 2022 (the Monday after Half Term)
Friday 1st July 2022 (Queen’s Platinum Jubilee holiday entitlement for schools, due to the
additional Bank Holiday falling in holiday time)
Thank you all for your ongoing support, it really is a privilege to lead such a fantastic community,

Alastair Brown
Interim Headteacher
Learning as a family in Jesus, through Love, Hope and Forgiveness.
Matthew 19:26 “with God all things are possible.”
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