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Newsletter  
"Peace I leave you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not 

be afraid." John 14:27 

Worship 

This year, we have come together for collective worship in school and in church. We continue to be invitational, 

inclusive and inspired by the teachings of Jesus. Our Christian vision of learning as a family in Jesus, through Love, 

Hope and Forgiveness drives our worship themes, and we are taught how to make the world a better place by   

caring for each other, as Jesus has taught us. 

Worship is the heartbeat of St. James’ and is a strong expression of the vision. SIAMS report, June 2022          

 

Goodbyes 

Today we said goodbye and good luck to Miss Cutler, who leaves us to teach at a school in Somerset (a bit nearer 

to her new home). Laura joined us in September 2019 and has been an asset to the teaching team; the children will 

miss her – as will we all. Thank you Miss Cutler. 

Miss Burman also leaves us to take up a post at Malmesbury Park School. Kat joined us this academic year as part of 

our Early Years team, she has been fantastic and we want to thank her for her hard work. 

Our fabulous Year 6 children also leave us today. We had a leaver’s church service yesterday, where the children 

received candles, bibles and ichthus fish badges to remind them that they will always be part of the St. James’ family. 

We held our Year 6 academy awards last night and I left the children with this message, from a far greater person 

than me: 

Six months before he was assassinated, Martin Luther King spoke to a group of students at Barratt Junior High 

School in  Philadelphia on October 26, 1967. 

The words Dr. King spoke on this day are still relevant to anyone looking to set a standard of success in their life. 

Here are four excerpts from Dr. Martin Luther King’s speech that anyone can use for their personal blueprint of 

their own life. 

 

1.“Number one in your life’s blueprint should be a deep belief in your own dignity, your own worth, and your own 

somebodiness. Don’t allow anybody to make you feel that you are nobody. Always feel that you count. Always feel 

that you have worth and always feel that your life has ultimate significance.” 

 

2. “Secondly, in your life’s blueprint you must have as a basic principle the determination to achieve excellence in 

your various fields of endeavour...If it falls to your lot to be a street sweeper, sweep streets like Michelangelo   

painted pictures. Sweep streets like Beethoven composed music. Sweep streets like Leontyne Price sings before the 

Metropolitan Opera. And sweep streets like Shakespeare wrote poetry. Sweep streets so well that all the hosts of 

Heaven and Earth will have to pause and say, ‘Here lived a great street sweeper who swept his job well.” 
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3. “If you can’t be a pine on the top of the hill, be a scrub in the valley. But be the best little scrub on the side of the 

hill. Be a bush if you can’t be a tree. If you can’t be a highway, just be a trail. If you can’t be the sun, be a star. For it 

isn’t by size that you win or you fail. Be the best of whatever you are.” 

 

4. “And finally, and finally, in your life’s blueprint, must be a commitment to the eternal principles of beauty, love, and 

justice….However young you are, you have a responsibility to seek to make your nation a better nation in which to 

live. You have a responsibility to seek to make life better for everybody. And so you must be involved in the struggle 

of freedom and justice.” 

 

So, Year 6 leavers, I have one final job for you. Go and make the world a better place, go and share the love, hope 

and forgiveness that has been instilled in you at your time at St. James’, and when things don’t go as planned (which 

they will), know that you can always come home, you will always, always be part of the St. James’ family. God bless 

you all. 

 

Our Vision 

At our recent new parents evening for our Early Years cohort starting in September, I shared our vision for the    

children in their time at St. James’: 

By the time children leave St. James’ we want them: 

1.  To have felt loved. 

2.  To have belief in their potential – you can be anything. 

3.  To give them the ‘equipment’ for life’s journey, but know that they can always come home (to the family                   

St. James’).                      

 

A Year In Review 

What a year! We have had to close the school for Covid, Storm Eunice, risk assess against a national heatwave and 

not only have we survived, we’ve flourished. Thank you to whole family of St. James’, the children, staff, parents, 

church and community for your support and kindness throughout the year. St. James’ really is a very special place and 

as I have previously stated, it is a real privilege to lead such a dedicated staff team, who continually go above and   

beyond to provide safety and a great education for our children.  

Our SIAMS report from our recent inspection highlighted in the key findings at the top of the report: 

 Every pupil and adult flourishes within the family at St. James’. The interim Headteacher and leaders have swiftly 

ensured that the Christian vision and associated values are well embedded in the academy community. The  

decisions of committed leaders and the multi-academy trust (MAT) are driven by the coherent vision to      

enhance outcomes for pupils and adults.  

 Exemplary opportunities for character development and nurture are harnessed by staff and pupils. As a result, 

pupils have hope and aspiration for their futures and compassion, which leads to social action in the local and 

global communities. 

 The instigation of forgiveness and reconciliation within policies and procedures are the driving force for recent 

improvements in pupil behaviour. Social and cultural development are effective and contribute to the         

flourishing of all. 

 Worship is the heartbeat of St James’ and is a strong expression of the vision. It is fully inclusive and offers  

people a safe and invitational place to worship, reflect and pray. Strong links with the parish church exist. Pupils 

flourish in rich and thought-provoking religious education (RE) lessons. The subject is well led and has a high 

priority across St. James’. 
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Our Year 6 children achieved fantastic results in their Key Stage 2 SATS in May. Their results compared with Nation-

al results are in the table below. 

The main headlines being: 

Reading- 81% achieving the expected standard, compared with the National figure of 74%, 

Writing -71% compared with National 69%,  

Maths – 76% compared with National 71%, 

Combined (R, W, M) – 66% compared with National 59%. 

 

We are extremely proud of the children, their attitude, their resilience and their determination to do their best. A big 

thank you to all the Year 6 staff for being there and adapting the learning to meet the needs of this tremendous    

cohort. 

 

 

EXS = Expected Standard 

GDS = Greater Depth Standard 

PPM = Pupil Premium children 

EAL = English as an Additional Language 

SEN = Special Educational Needs and Disabilities 

SPAG = Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar 

RWM = Reading, Writing, Maths combined score 

 

Next Steps 

As the Chair of our Transition board of Governors, Mandy Watson is always saying to me…onwards and upwards, 

so we most certainly will not rest on our laurels. 

Our Academy Development Plan has been written for next year, with the big focus on the curriculum, and its adapta-

tion to meet the needs of all our children. There will be a priority placed on early reading, phonics, writing and maths. 

Our subject leaders will benefit from coaching, as we have a lead educationalist (Simon Adams) joining us from Sep-

tember, helping us make rapid improvement. 

Everything a child experiences at St. James’ is our curriculum – both taught and untaught. From the minute they arrive 

at school in the morning, to teaching and learning throughout the day, it all serves to enable each individual to grow 

and flourish.  

We continue to benefit from being part of DCAT, and accessing all of their CPD, support and expertise. 

 

  
All 

  

Boys 

  

Girls 

  

PPM 

  

EAL 

  

SEN 

  

Disadvantaged 

  
National 

 EXS GDS EXS GDS EXS GDS EXS GDS EXS GDS EXS 
GD

S 
EXS GDS EXS 

Reading 81 33 77 31 87 35 90 29 88 43 66 13 86 21 74 

Writing 71 11 66 9 79 17 64 9 71 14 56 6 60 7 69 

Maths 76 27 74 34 79 17 64 9 86 43 56 13 60 7 71 

SPAG 68 29 66 26 71 33 45 9 71 29 38 6 47 13 72 

RWM 66 7 63 9 74 4 60 0 71 14 47 0 57 0 59 
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Website 

Our website is our main source of information, so please don’t forget to check out your Year group’s weekly update 

on the website – it’s full of useful information about the learning, what is coming up and how to support your child’s 

learning. 

There are also a whole range of posts about our recent learning where you can see photos and a write up about 

some of the fantastic things that have gone on in school recently. 

 

New Classes 

As St. James was a fisherman, we will be naming our classes after bodies of water. There are also some great       

cross-curricular links and projects to be researched from your class names. 

Your child had a transition morning on Tuesday 19th July, where children met their new teachers and their new  

classrooms.  

Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them. John 7 v 38                     

 

2022 -23 Year Groups, Class Names, Class Teachers and Previous Classes 

Reception: Ponds                                                                                                                                                    

Ducklings (Miss Emma Daw)                                                                                                                          

Tadpoles (Mr Ash Parsons – Infant school leader)  

Y1: Rivers                                                                                                                                                             

Bourne (Mr Mark Thomas) – old Seal class                                                                                                              

Stour (Mrs Ruth Allery/Miss Gemma Pain) – old Dolphin class 

Y2: Big Rivers                                                                                                                                                        

Amazon (Mrs Amy Rabbets) – old Otter class                                                                                                 

Nile (Miss Heather Perry) – old Turtle class 

Y3: Bays  

Bengal (Mrs Esther Fakorede) – old Stingray class                                                                                              

Biscay (Miss Lauren Finnigan) – old Shark class 

Y4: Lakes  

Malawi (Mrs Louise Jacobs/Mrs Viv Hurley) – old London class                                                                          

Victoria (Miss Harriet Chiam) – old Paris class 

Y5: Seas  

Galilee (Mrs Maisie Clark) – old Madrid class                                                                                                  

Mediterranean (Miss Eloise Peel) – old Rome class 

Y6: Oceans                                                                                                                                                      

Atlantic (Mr John Slattery – Junior school Leader) - old Beijing class                                                                   

Pacific (Miss Nichol Martin) – old Washington class 

 

Non-class based teaching staff:                                                                                                             

Headteacher: Mr Brown Deputy Headteacher: Mrs Dodd 

Inclusion Lead: Mrs Price SENDCo: Miss Bowen          Lead Practitioner: Mrs Lambon  
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Summer Learning 

As always, we want to work hard and play hard. We want everyone to have a break over the summer. For those 

rainy days, or days when our brain needs a bit of exercise we have the Summer Reading Challenge, in partnership 

with Bournemouth libraries. This was launched in an assembly on Wednesday.  Please see letter and links at the end 

of this newsletter. 

 

We would also like children to research their family tree. You can present this in anyway you like and bring them 

back in September, so we can make St. James’ come alive with displays about the extended family of St. James’. We 

are planning to have a whole school project and event later in 2023 about the history of St. James’, so if you are an  

ex pupil, you will be invited back to school! 

 

Everything we are and everything we do has a history. Our curriculum is designed and adapted to open up the      

horizons of cultural capital. We are creating global citizens and we need to enable children to understand how we 

became who we are today. 

In each curriculum subject, we will try and plan to give our children a sense of where they have come from and how 

these people continue to influence their lives today. 

We are one St. James’ family, a group of individuals connected in the family of Jesus’. 

  

This Academic year has been like no other in the history of this school (166 years), we are going from strength to 

strength, with the children at the heart of all we do.  

 

Thank you all for your continued support as always, wishing you a fun filled, happy summer break, remember to love 

and laugh and enjoy precious moments. God bless, 

 

Alastair Brown                                                                                                                                                 

Interim Headteacher 

Learning as a family in Jesus, through Love, Hope and Forgiveness. 

Matthew  

19:26 “with God all things are possible.”  
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2022-23 Term Dates 
 

 

AUTUMN TERM 

Inset Day Thursday 1st September 2022 

Inset Day Friday 2nd September 

First Day Monday 5th September 

Half Term Monday 24th October – Friday 28th October 

Last Day Friday 16th December (finish at 1.20pm) 

 

SPRING TERM 

Inset Day Tuesday 3rd January 2023 

Inset Day Wednesday 4th January 2023 

First Day Thursday 5th January 2023 

Half Term Monday 13th February – Friday 17th February 

Last Day Thursday 30th March (finish at 1.20pm) 

Inset Day Friday 31st March 

 

SUMMER TERM 

First Day Monday 17th April 

Bank Holiday Monday 1st May 

Half Term Monday 29th May – Friday 2nd June 

Inset Day Monday 5th June 

Last Day Friday 21st July (finish at 1.20pm) 
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Dear parent  

 

BCP Libraries visited recently to tell the children all about this year’s  

Gadgeteers Summer Reading Challenge.  

 

They can read 6 library books and receive special rewards each time they 

finish a book. There is a certificate for everyone who completes the  

Challenge, plus a medal for children aged 4 and over. 

 

Children can read about whatever they like in their chosen format - fiction, 

fact books, poetry, joke books, picture books, graphic novels, audio books 

and eBooks can all be used to complete the Challenge. 

 

The Summer Reading Challenge is open to all children aged up to 11 and is 

designed for all reading abilities. You can sign them up now for free at any 

BCP Library. 

 

There are also lots of FREE events happening over the summer holidays, so 

visit your library and join the fun! 
 

 

Links in order: 

Summer Reading Challenge 

Your local library (bcpcouncil.gov.uk) 

Summer Reading Challenge (bcpcouncil.gov.uk) 

https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/Libraries/Your-local-library/Your-local-library.aspx
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/Libraries/Children-and-young-people/Summer-Reading-Challenge.aspx
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/Libraries/Your-local-library/Your-local-library.aspx
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/Libraries/Children-and-young-people/Summer-Reading-Challenge.aspx
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This summer, we want all children and young people to enjoy themselves and have fun outside – but to do 
so safely. 

Please talk to your children about how they can keep themselves safe over the holidays, especially older 
children and teenagers who may be out independently with friends rather than family. 

The three safety areas the fire and rescue service would like to focus on are outdoor fire safety, water 
safety and road safety. 

The videos below, for different age groups, can be used to help start a conversation with your child about 
the choices they make to keep themselves safe this summer. 

Foundation and year 1 – Staying Safe (462) Summer Safety Foundation and year 1 – YouTube  

Years 2 and 3 - Be Aware and Take Care (462) Summer Safety Year 2 and 3 – YouTube  

Years 4,5 & 6 (8 -11 ) Think Firefighter (462) Summer Safety Years 4 5 and 6 – YouTube 

Year 7 plus (ages 11 plus) Safety Sense  (462) Summer Safety Key Stage 3 and 4 – YouTube 

The main safety messages are: 

Fire safety outdoors: Barbecues and campfires. Due to the high fire risk, barbecues and campfires are 
banned in many places. If you do have a barbecue, further safety advice can be found here. If clothes 
catch fire: stop, drop and roll. If someone is burnt: cool, cover and call for help Burns and scalds – NHS 
(www.nhs.uk)  Never play with matches or lighters. 

Water safety: If possible, swim at a lifeguarded beach between the flags. Jumping directly into water can 
cause cold water shock. If you do fall into water unexpectedly, or feel scared when in water, then float on 
your back with your arms and legs out like a star until your breathing calms. If you see someone in trouble 
in the water, encourage them to float, do not enter the water yourself, if possible throw them something to 
hold onto, and call 999 and ask for the coastguard if at the coast or fire and rescue service if inland. Be 
aware of tides and currents and underwater hazards. Further safety information can be found here: Know 
the risks (rnli.org) 

Road safety: always wear a seatbelt (and, if required, use a car seat) when in a vehicle, take care and 
stay alert as a pedestrian and wear helmets when on bikes, scooters and skateboards. THINK! – Road 
safety 

If your child needs help in an emergency, call 999. If they have a mobile phone, ask them to download 
the What3Words app which will help them give an accurate location. Calling the emergency services as 
soon as possible will make sure help gets there as quickly as possible, but never call 999 as a joke or hoax 
call. This video is suitable for older children (age 8 plus). 

Dorset & Wiltshire Fire and Rescue Service wish everyone a fun, happy and safe summer! 

https://www.dwfire.org.uk/safety/safety-outdoors/
https://www.dwfire.org.uk/safety/safety-outdoors/water-safety/
https://www.dwfire.org.uk/safety/safety-outdoors/water-safety/
https://www.dwfire.org.uk/education/road-safety/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D7kJhG9Su1E&list=PLVM-KXkjmEA2SPhryvsZyDwj8KQO8KFbE&index=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mjOl3QoYnZU&list=PLVM-KXkjmEA2SPhryvsZyDwj8KQO8KFbE&index=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9hiHGj72S0Y&list=PLVM-KXkjmEA2SPhryvsZyDwj8KQO8KFbE&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CyJAOCA7Pzk&list=PLVM-KXkjmEA2SPhryvsZyDwj8KQO8KFbE&index=4
https://www.dwfire.org.uk/safety/safety-outdoors/barbecues/
http://burns%20and%20scalds%20-%20nhs%20%28www.nhs.uk%29/
http://burns%20and%20scalds%20-%20nhs%20%28www.nhs.uk%29/
https://rnli.org/safety/know-the-risks
https://rnli.org/safety/know-the-risks
https://www.think.gov.uk/
https://www.think.gov.uk/
https://what3words.com/pretty.needed.chill
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T7WrGrSnWgk&list=PLVM-KXkjmEA0WfP4CinaK7nywDkCo6GhD&index=3

