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Newsletter  
‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes..  There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of 

things has passed away” 

Revelation 21:4 

Dear Parents/carers, 

Queen Elizabeth II 

This morning, I stood in front of the school as Headteacher, to inform them that their monarch had died. That   

hasn’t been done by a Headteacher of St. James’ since February 1952 – a sobering thought. 

Everyone reacts differently to news like this and some of us will feel more sad than others. Whether you feel deeply 

sad, just a bit thoughtful, or anything in between, that is fine. 

 

She was an incredible woman, who served her country for over 70 years. Almost every day throughout all of those 

years, The Queen travelled all around our country meeting ordinary people, helping them to know that they are 

important and valued. She always particularly enjoyed the opportunity to visit children in their schools. Did you 

know that the Queen personally spoke with over 2000 people each year?  

I wonder how many people you haven’t met before that you speak to each year? Do you find it easy or hard to 

speak to people who are new to you?  

 

The Queen was invited to so many events, some of which reflected her hobbies and interests, but also many events 

which would not have been so interesting for her. Can you imagine how many speeches she listened to? Yet, she 

accepted invitations because she knew how important it was, in her role as Queen, to be present at public events, 

both happy and sad, to show the interest and concern of the royal family. 

 

Because of her reign in the era of technology and travel, she also met with leaders and important people from    

almost every other country on their visits to the United Kingdom, and she travelled around the world, year after 

year, helping to develop positive, peaceful relationships between our country and others. 

 

In her lifetime, the Queen worked with 15 different Prime Ministers, the first one being Winston Churchill. She met 

with each one every single week to discuss what was going on in the country, and each day of the year (apart from 

Christmas and Easter) she read a big box of papers from the government, and asked important questions of the 

country’s leaders that affected the way that the country has been run.  

Every night, before she went to sleep, she would write down in her diary all of the things that she had done that 

day. Her diary is kept locked in a special black box. Imagine all of the stories that it must contain! 

 

Most people in our country who have a paid job, retire in their sixties, and then have more choice about how they 

spend their time but the Queen carried on with her duties, sometimes even working 40 hours a week, until well 

into her nineties and even just a few days before her death. 
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The Queen worked so hard because she was committed to service having made firm and serious promises when she 

was crowned in 1953. She kept her promise faithfully to serve the country and her dedication to duty came from her 

heartfelt Christian commitment to follow the way of Jesus. We will always be grateful. 

Thank you, Ma’am. 

 

Worship 

In our worship today, we wanted to give thanks for Queen Elizabeth’s long life and service to our country and to    
remember what a special and important person she has been in our country’s history. 

 

One of the comforting thoughts about Queen Elizabeth is that – as head of the Church of England, she was a     

Christian, who believed in God. As Christians, we believe that death is not the end. In her Christmas speech in 2012, 

the Queen said; 

 

WE REMEMBER THAT GOD SENT HIS ONLY SON ‘TO SERVE, NOT TO BE SERVED’. HE RESTORED LOVE AND SERVICE 

TO THE CENTRE OF OUR LIVES IN THE PERSON OF JESUS CHRIST.” SHE WENT ON TO SAY, “THE CAROL, ‘IN THE 

BLEAK MIDWINTER’, ENDS BY ASKING A QUESTION OF ALL OF US WHO KNOW THE CHRISTMAS STORY, OF HOW 

GOD GAVE HIMSELF TO US IN HUMBLE SERVICE: ‘WHAT CAN I GIVE HIM, POOR AS I AM? IF I WERE A SHEPHERD, I 

WOULD BRING A LAMB; IF I WERE A WISE MAN, I WOULD DO MY PART. THE CAROL GIVES THE ANSWER, ‘YET, 

WHAT I CAN, I GIVE HIM – GIVE MY HEART’.” 

 

Almighty God,  

We thank you so much for the life, service and example of Queen Elizabeth                                                         

We thank you for her long life of serving others, and serving our country.                                                            

We thank you for all that she did to make this country, and the world, a better place.  Amen 

 

Remembering Her Majesty 

Over the next week, we will be giving children an opportunity to write memories or a message of thanks to the 

Queen which we will correlate in a book.  We will also be opening a book of condolences and memories for parents 

and families to contribute to. This will be in the office reception area and will be sent to Buckingham Palace at the 

time of the funeral.  This is a moment in history that we shall all remember. 

 

Lunchtime Supervisor Vacancy 

Are you interested in joining our family? We currently have a vacancy for a lunchtime supervisor (Monday - Friday, 

10.30am - 1.30pm), to help our children with our lunchtime service. If you are interested, see the job vacancy       

advertisement on the school website, or pop into the office and register your interest. We would be happy to give 

you a tour and tell you more about what the job entails. 

 

Parent Helpers 

St. James’ needs you! Are you able to help? We would really like to involve our parents and grandparents in school 

life and we are looking for volunteers to support our learning in classrooms. We understand that you are busy     

people, but any time that you could spare, would be greatly appreciated. We are particularly looking at 8.30am - 9am 

each morning at the moment, to enhance our reading provision with our children. If you are able to support, please     

contact either myself, Mrs Dodd or Mrs Price. Thank you in anticipation. 

 

PE Days 

We are increasing our provision and your child will now need to come dressed in their PE kit twice every week.  
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The following days are when your child needs to wear their PE kit: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your Year group webpage will give you further information about PE days. 

 

Music 

We are also committed to enhancing our music provision at St. James’ and we have several music lessons which will 

be beginning over the coming weeks.  We currently have guitar, ukulele and piano for KS2 and will shortly be offering 

recorder for Year 2 pupils.  If you would like to find out more, please contact Mrs Whittaker in the office for details 

of any spaces. 

We have also signed up to Soundstorm (our local music hub) and hope to have some exciting news about some   

further opportunities in the near future. 

 

Key Dates 

Meet the teacher – Monday 26th September 3.30pm and 4.30pm. These will be repeated sessions for the        

convenience of parents to attend one or the other. Please come to your child’s new classroom where you will have  

a presentation lasting approximately 30 minutes about the exciting year ahead for your child/children, alongside       

important information and key dates for each specific year group. 

 

Harvest Festivals  - Key Stage 1 Wednesday 28th September, St. James’ church 

                          - Key Stage 2 Thursday 29th September, St. James’ church. 

Parents are warmly welcomed to these; please sit at the back of church.  Both services will begin at 9am and finish at 

approximately 9.30am. 

 

Individual and Sibling photographs – Monday 17th October. Frazer portraits will be coming in to take photographs 

of your beautiful children.  

 

Parents Evening (virtually) - Tuesday 29th November (4.30pm – 7pm) and Wednesday 30th November (3.30pm 

– 6pm). These meetings will be online and you can book your time slot nearer to the time. The Parent meetings will 

be in person in the Spring. We have tried to listen to feedback, and there are parents who were keen to keep the 

virtual ones, as well as the face-to-face meetings with teachers. 

 

EYFS Thursday ( PE is also covered in continuous provision) 

Year 1 Monday and Wednesday 

Year 2 Tuesday and Friday 

Year 3 Tuesday and Friday 

Year 4 Monday and Wednesday 

Year 5 Monday and Friday 

Year 6 Thursday and Friday 
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Extra-Curricular clubs 

Details of this terms clubs have been sent out, with a large selection of clubs for all year groups. We are aware that 

not all children will be able to attend their club of choice, but we will endeavour to provide a variety of extra-

curricular clubs each term. 

 

SEN Coffee Morning 

This takes place every Friday morning between 8.45am - 9.15 am and is an opportunity for parents to get together 

and chat over a coffee or tea and offer each other some support. No need to sign up, just come to the school office 

where you will be greeted by one of our SEN team. 

 

Website 

Our website is our main source of information, so please don’t forget to check out your Year group’s weekly update 

on the website – it’s full of useful information about the learning, what is coming up and how to support your child’s 

learning. 

There are also a whole range of posts about learning where you can see photos and a write up about some of the 

fantastic things that will be happening in school. 

 

Meet our new School Business Manager – Simon Walden  

I am delighted to be joining the fantastic St. James’ CE Primary Academy as your School Business Manager. School 

Business Managers look after the finance, the buildings, the computers, the administration and the catering. It’s a 

busy job and I love it. I’ve done the same job at Victoria School in Branksome and in an inner-London secondary 

School. Before that, I spent 16 years in the Army. 

I live locally in Bournemouth with my wife and three daughters who are currently seven, eight and nine. I like boats, 

skiing, reading (my favourite book is Swallows and Amazons by Arthur Ransome) and because my wife is Swedish, I 

like trying to speak Swedish. 

 

May I wish you all a restful weekend and as soon as the Department of Education releases any information regarding 

the funeral arrangements and resulting changes due to the death of the Queen, we will relay this by Parentmail. 

Thank you for your ongoing support, God save the King. 

 

Alastair Brown                                                                                                                                                

Interim Headteacher                                                                                                                                      

Learning as a family in Jesus, through Love, Hope and Forgiveness.                                                                               

Matthew 19:26 “with God all things are possible.”  
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2022-23 Term Dates 

 

AUTUMN TERM 

Inset Day Thursday 1st September 2022 

Inset Day Friday 2nd September 

First Day Monday 5th September 

Half Term Monday 24th October – Friday 28th October 

Last Day Friday 16th December (finish at 1.20pm) 

 

SPRING TERM 

Inset Day Tuesday 3rd January 2023 

Inset Day Wednesday 4th January 2023 

First Day Thursday 5th January 2023 

Half Term Monday 13th February – Friday 17th February 

Last Day Thursday 30th March (finish at 1.20pm) 

Inset Day Friday 31st March 

 

SUMMER TERM 

First Day Monday 17th April 

Bank Holiday Monday 1st May 

Half Term Monday 29th May – Friday 2nd June 

Inset Day Monday 5th June 

Last Day Friday 21st July (finish at 1.20pm) 


