
 

 

Welcome to St James’  

Phonics and Reading  

Workshop 



 

Reading  

 

 



 

The Power of Reading!  

• Creating a love of reading in 
children is potentially one of the 
most powerful ways of improving 
academic standards in school. 

• There can be few better ways to 
improve pupils’ chances in 
school, or beyond in the wider 
world than to enable them to 
become truly independent 
readers. 



 

National Curriculum: Year 1 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Year One Common Exception Words  

By the end of Year One, your child should be able to read and spell all 
of these words. 

 



 

 
 
  



 



 

Reading requires two  

skills: 

Phonics and Word  

Recognition  

• The ability to 

recognise words 

presented in and out 

of context.  

• The ability to blend 

letter sounds 

(phonemes) together to read 

words. 

 

Understanding  

• The ability to understand the meaning of the words 

and sentences in a text.  

• The ability to understand the ideas, information and 

themes in a text. If a child understands what they hear, 

they will understand the same information when they 

read. 

 



 

Understanding (Comprehension) 

• Your child might sound like a good reader but 
may not necessarily understand what the text 
means.  

• The best way to develop understanding is to 
talk about texts.  

 

 



 

How do Children learn to read?  

 Set aside a specific time for reading every day and make reading a priority. Try not to do 

the reading when you are both tired!  

 

 Walk through the book first and discuss the pictures and the important words. 

• Always remember to keep reading aloud to your child even when they can read 

independently. Encourage your child to read to you.  

• Follow the words with your finger and sound out the words (c-a-t: cat) See if they can 

pronounce each sound and then blend them together 

• Be positive. Praise your child for trying hard at their reading. Let them know it is alright to make 

mistakes.  

• Use funny voices, toys and actions to make the characters come alive. 

• It’s not just about books. You can read ANYTHING! Menus, posters, recipes etc. 



 

What to do if your child is stuck? 

• Phonics first 

• Does it make sense? 

• If you can’t read a word, read to the end of a 

sentence and what word might fit here?  

• Look at the picture. Does it help?



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

Reading Game ideas: Ask 

your child to … 
• Read out and tick the items off your 

shopping list.  

• Collect the post from your doormat 
and read the name on each letter. 

• Use a robot voice to break up and 
sound out words. eg. c-oa-t  



 

• Find notes with words or sentences 
around the house. Hunt for them 
and read the notes that they find. 



 

 



 



 

Why do we teach Phonics? 

Phonics helps children to develop good reading and 

spelling skills. 

The evidence is clear that the teaching of systematic synthetic 
phonics is the most effective way of teaching young children to 
read, particularly for those at risk of having problems with 
reading. 

The Schools White Paper 2010 

Synthetic phonics is simply the ability to convert a letter 
or letter group into sounds that are then blended (or 
synthesized) together into a word.  



 

Phonics at a Glance 

Phonics consists of: 

• identifying sounds (phonemes) in spoken words 

• recognising common spelling (grapheme) of each 

sound (phoneme) 

• blending separate sounds in words for reading and 

• segmenting words into small units of sound for 

spelling 



 

Definitions: 

 Phoneme: A phoneme is what you hear. This is the 
smallest unit of sound in a word. (The same 
phoneme can be represented in lots of ways i.e. ai 
a a-e ay) 

Grapheme: A grapheme is what you see. These 
are the letters which represent a phoneme. (A 
grapheme can be several letters i.e. th igh oy) 

A word always has the same number of graphemes and phonemes. 



 

Learning so far: 

In Reception: 

• Linking single letters i.e. s,t,p,a etc with their 
sound/phoneme and beginning to read them in simple 
words i.e. can, tip, pen 

• Beginning to introduce digraphs i.e. ai, sh, oo and read 
them in words. 

• Learning one way to read/write each phoneme we 
have in the English language. 

• Beginning to learn to read words with adjacent 
consonants, i.e. flag, must 



 

Learning in Year 1 

• Re-visit earlier learning - especially digraphs 

• Daily 30 minute sessions 

• 4 sections to each lesson - revise, teach, practise and 

apply 

• Fast paced, active and fun 

• Learn new graphemes for reading  

• Learn and practise reading more complex words (i.e. 
polysyllabic words) 

• Alternative pronunciations 



 

Blending for reading   
Taking the separate units of sound in a word and 

putting them together to read a whole word. 

 



 

 

Segmenting for Spelling 
Breaking a word into its small units of 

sound to spell it 



 

 



 

Phonics Screening Check 

• Statutory requirement for all 

children in Year 1 – in June  

• 40 words 

• 1:1 with a teacher they know 

• Some real/English words and 

some 'alien' words (to ensure 

children know the sounds and 



 

can blend to read unfamiliar words) 

• Different words every year 



 

 



 

What happens before the screening? 

• Past papers every half term to practise and 

familiarise 

• Focused groups in Phonics 

• Interventions for those who need extra support 

What can I do to help? 

• Daily reading, sounding out words, I-spy 

different phonemes 



 

What happens if my child doesn’t meet 
the expected level in June? 

• We will inform you of their result. 

• We have targeted groups in Phonics. 

• Extra interventions if needed. 

• Regular assessment to check progress 

in Year 2. 



 

Thank you for joining us! 



 

 


