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Newsletter  

While I am in the world, I am the light of the world. John 9 v 5 

 

Dear Parents/carers, 

 

Welcome to Term 2, and the run up to Christmas! We have lots of learning and activities planned in the coming 

weeks, and more opportunities for the community to come into school to celebrate with us. 

 

Worship 

With the clocks going back last week, we have been focussing on Light. Benjamin Franklin, one of the founding  

fathers of America (the face of the $100 bill), first suggested daylight savings in the 18th century – purely to save 

money on candles. It is nice to come to school in the light in the mornings, even though the nights are drawing in. 

It is important to remember that we use light for lots of things; to keep us safe (a torch), to guide us (lights on a 

road or runway), to warn us (red lights or a lighthouse). Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows 

me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” We know where Jesus’ light is; to keep us safe, to 

guide us and to warn us. Comfort indeed. 

 

Building Work And Site Implications 

Over the course of this Academic year, we will be undergoing a number of building improvements. This is 

starting with a new medical room being built next to the entrance to the school office. This work is expected to 

last no more than 2 weeks, however there will be disruption to accessing the office. We would ask that you make 

an   extra effort to get to school for the 8.30am start, so that the children can enter the school safely through their 

separate children’s entrances, we will not be able to use the main entrance from 8.45am, due to safety reasons. 

Further work this year involves the addition of 3 new toilets upstairs, decoration of soffits and fascia’s around 

school and replacing single glazing at the top of the school. We will of course communicate with you, should there 

be any disruption, but we don’t anticipate that happening. 

 

Key Dates 

 

School Open Morning – Saturday 5th November 

We will be opening the school for any members of the community who might be thinking about what St. James’ 

has to offer for their children. This will be from 10am - 12pm, with a short presentation in the school hall at 10am 

and 11am. If you want to come, you are warmly invited, or if you know of any families that may be interested, 

please let them know. 

 

Remembrance Services 

Year 6 will lead us in worship on Thursday 10th November at 9am. Year 6 parents are very much     

welcomed to attend and we will open the doors to the hall at 8.45am. 
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On Friday 11th November, at 10.45am we will be holding our school remembrance service in the peace 

garden outside the school hall. This will be broadcast live to the classrooms. Again, parents are warmly       

welcomed to attend. The new Priest in Charge at St. James’ – Rev. Rachel Noel will be leading our service, 

which will conclude with a 2 minute silence at 11am. 

 

Monday 21st November - Flu vaccination.  This is offered to all children, please complete the online      

consent form if you’d like your child to receive this vaccination, details sent via Parentmail. 

 

Parents Evening (virtually) Tuesday 29th November (4pm - 6.30pm) and Wednesday 30th            

November (3.30pm - 6pm). These meetings will be online and you can book your time slot nearer to 

the time. The Parent meetings will be in person in the Spring. We have tried to listen to feedback, and 

there are parents who were keen to keep the virtual ones, as well as the face-to-face meetings with teachers. 

 

Christmas Events  

Thursday 1st December - Christmas Jumper Day - Donations of chocolate and mulled wine please 

Friday 2nd December - 3.30pm - 6pm. Winter Wonderland - the PSA would love an army of volunteers to decorate 

on day 

Monday 5th December - 7.30pm – 9.30pm - PSA Christmas Wreath making (hall) 

Tuesday 6th December - Reception class Nativity performance. 2.00pm - 2.30pm (hall) and 6.00pm - 6.30pm (hall) 

Friday 9th December - PSA Christmas crafts (church) 

Monday 12th December - Year 1 Christmas outdoor performance 4.30pm - 5pm (lower playground)  

Monday 12th December - Year 3 performance 6.00pm -  6.30pm (lower playground) 

Tuesday 13th December - Year 2 Christmas outdoor performance 4.30pm - 5.00pm (lower playground) 

Tuesday 13th December - Year 4 Christmas outdoor performance 6.00pm - 6.30pm (lower playground) 

Wednesday 14th December - Year 5 and 6 Carols by candlelight 6pm - 7pm (Church) with refreshments in hall    

afterwards 

Thursday 15th December - Christmas party afternoon - 1.15pm - 2.45pm (classrooms) with a visit from Father 

Christmas! 

 

Website 

Please continue to check our website for information, your Year group’s weekly update is on there each     

Friday - it’s full of useful information about the learning, what is coming up and how to support your child’s learning. 

There are also a whole range of posts about learning where you can see photos and a write up about some of the 

fantastic things that will be happening in school. 

 

Safeguarding award 

You will notice in continued correspondence that there will be a new logo on our letters and website. This is 

an award from Anchored schools following our recent successful external safeguarding audit. We are proud 

that our safeguarding has been recognised and we continue to prioritise our children’s safety. 
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Firework Competition Winner! 

We had some great entries for the writing competition - thank you. There were a number of honourable 

mentions, who wrote some beautiful poems and stories about ‘the little firework’. They were;  

Masato Walker 

Nicolas Wood 

Tilly Thorne 

Morgan Halajewski 

Carys Whitfield 

However, the winning entry was a combined effort from Ellie-Mae and Lexie Leamon, who wrote and illustrated       

a book! 

Congratulations, your family tickets for the fireworks display this Saturday are on their way. 

 

Poppy Appeal  

We now have ‘stick on poppies’ and a selection of ‘poppy appeal’ items, including snap bands, in the office.         

Please feel free to come along and purchase.  Items are between 20p - £2. 

 

Parent Champion for SEND - Confidential Monthly Support And Advice For Families 

As a school we want to play a role in improving SEND services for our children and young people. We now have an 

opportunity to provide a confidential space here in school for families of children with SEND through a new Parent 

Champion project delivered and funded by SENDiass4BCP and Parent Carers Together. 

 

Each month a dedicated Parent Champion will hold one session to support families in navigating appropriate local and 

national services and networks to meet the needs of their children. Our parent champion, Sarah, is next in school 

from 9.15am on Thursday 17th November. Time slots will be allocated to individual families on a first come first 

served basis and are held in confidence during the school day. If you would be interested in meeting with Sarah then 

please let the office know by the end of the day on Tuesday 15th November.  

 

If you are experiencing difficulties and are unsure where to access the support and resources you need please do get 

in touch. The role of the Parent Champion is to listen and to share knowledge of the services and the networks in 

your local community that may be of help to you. This is a valuable resource we are so pleased to be part of.        

Together we can improve services and support for families across Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole. 

 

Confirmation Of Pick Up Times 

Reception, Year 1, 2, 3 & 4 - 3pm.  Year 5 & 6 - 3.10pm.  If you have children in both year groups,           

please ensure you collect your first child at the earlier time of 3pm,. 

 

 



 

A member of THE DIOCESE OF CHICHESTER ACADEMY TRUST  

The Diocese of Chichester Academy Trust, a company limited by guarantee. Registered in England & Wales No. 09201845  

Registered office: Diocesan Church House, 211 New Church Road, Hove, East Sussex, BN3 4ED 

 

Brand New Price 

 

The St. James’ family grew this week, when Mrs Price gave birth to her second child. Delilah Ismae Posie Price came 

into the world on Monday evening, weighing a healthy 7lb 13oz. Congratulations to Charlotte, James and big sister 

Tayah on the safe arrival of Delilah, she’s beautiful. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Alastair Brown                                                                                                                                                 

Interim Headteacher 

Learning as a family in Jesus, through Love, Hope and Forgiveness. 

Matthew 19:26 “with God all things are possible.”  

 

‘Every pupil and adult flourishes within the family at St. James’. SIAMS report June 2022. 
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2022-23 Term Dates 

 

AUTUMN TERM 

Inset Day Thursday 1st September 2022 

Inset Day Friday 2nd September 

First Day Monday 5th September 

Half Term Monday 24th October – Friday 28th October 

Last Day Friday 16th December (finish at 1.20pm) 

 

SPRING TERM 

Inset Day Tuesday 3rd January 2023 

Inset Day Wednesday 4th January 2023 

First Day Thursday 5th January 2023 

Half Term Monday 13th February – Friday 17th February 

Last Day Thursday 30th March (finish at 1.20pm) 

Inset Day Friday 31st March 

 

SUMMER TERM 

First Day Monday 17th April 

Bank Holiday Monday 1st May 

Half Term Monday 29th May – Friday 2nd June 

Inset Day Monday 5th June 

Last Day Friday 21st July (finish at 1.20pm) 
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