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Newsletter  
For to us a Child is born, to us a Son is given; and the government shall be upon His shoulder, and His name shall be called 

Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Isaiah 9:6-7 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Worship 

Mr Brown has led our worship this week, bringing 2 stories, ‘Jesus’ Christmas party’ and ‘Harvey            

Slumfenburger’s Christmas present’, to life. It is important that Christmas remains inclusive of who you are,   

and to remember how special we all are. God loved us so much and that he sent his son.                                                        

Look out for classes leading our worship in 2023, they are all on the public calendar. 

 

Delay To Building Work And Site Implications 

As you may or may not have noticed, there has been a delay to building work in our reception area, we are 

hoping it will commence next week. There will be disruption in accessing the office. We would ask that you make 

an extra effort to get to school for the 8.30am start, so that the children can enter the school safely through their 

separate children’s entrances, we will not be able to use the main entrance from 8.45am, due to safety 

reasons. 

 

Goodbye To Mr Thomas 

Mr Thomas is sadly leaving us at Christmas to pursue different ventures. We wish him every success in 

the future and thank him for all he has done for the children of St. James’ in the last 4 years. Bourne class will have 

Mrs Allery and Miss Bowen teaching them for the remainder of the year. 

 

Winter Wonderland 

It was wonderful to see the school bursting at the seams last Friday for our Winter Wonderland. A huge 

thank you to all involved, particularly our amazing PSA who helped raise a grand total of £1,520.66.  This will go 

towards much needed school improvement projects to benefit all of your children. A special mention must go to 

our Year 5 children who raised £246.65 towards their charity following their Young Enterprise project, where they 

learnt about money management as part of their PSHE curriculum. 

 

Monies Raised - Thank You! 

We raised £275.00 for Children In Need, and £254.42 for the Poppy Appeal. 

 

 

Choir 

Our fantastic singing group will be touring the local community, performing at libraries and old people’s homes 

near you. This is a wonderful way of spreading the Christmas cheer with our choral ambassadors. 
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Extra-Curricular Clubs 

We will be offering our extra-curricular club provision before the end of term, for children to sign up to for 

the Spring term. These will change again for the Summer term, where we are hoping to offer a greater range to more 

year groups. 

 

Christmas Events  

Monday 12th December - Year 1 Christmas Outdoor Performance 4.30pm - 5pm (Lower Playground)  

Monday 12th December - Year 3 Performance 6.00pm - 6.30pm (Lower Playground) 

Tuesday 13th December - Year 2 Christmas Outdoor Performance 4.30pm - 5.00pm (Lower Playground) 

Tuesday 13th December - Year 4 Christmas Outdoor Performance 6.00pm - 6.30pm (Lower Playground) 

Wednesday 14th December - Year 5 and 6 Carols By Candlelight 6pm - 7pm* (Church) with refreshments          

in hall afterwards.  (* There is a potential time change to 5pm should England beat France on Saturday night) 

Thursday 15th December - Christmas Party Afternoon - 1.15pm - 2.45pm (Classrooms) with a visit from     

Father Christmas! 

Friday 16th December - School closes for the Christmas break at 1.20pm for all children.  (There is a weather 

warning for this day, with a strong possibility of localised snow flurries, so allow plenty of time.) 

 

Website 

Please continue to check our website for information, your Year group’s weekly update is on there each 

Friday – it’s full of useful information about the learning, what is coming up and how to support your child’s     

learning.  There are also a whole range of posts about learning where you can see photos and a write up about 

some of the fantastic things that will be happening in school. 

 

Attendance 

Attendance at school is really important for every one of our children and their future prospects.  In the New 

Year, we are going to be launching an attendance raffle to encourage our children to aim for 97%+ attendance next 

term.  We understand that children are poorly sometimes and that there are some exceptional reasons why  

children are unable to attend, but we would encourage you to bring your children in as much as humanly possible.  

If we are concerned about your child’s health during the school day, we will of course contact you.  If there is any 

further support you need from us, please let us know. 

If your child is unwell or unable to attend school for any reason, please notify the office by 9am each morning 

of absence. 

 

Letter Box 

A request from the office staff - if you have any correspondence/paperwork for the school, please use our 

post boxes located outside of the office, or on the visitor gate.  Thank you. 

 

Thank you for your support at this wonderful time of year. 

 

Alastair Brown                                                                                                                                                 
Interim Headteacher 

Learning as a family in Jesus, through Love, Hope and Forgiveness. 

Matthew 19:26 “with God all things are possible.”  

‘Every pupil and adult flourishes within the family at St. James’. SIAMS report June 2022. 

 

 



 

A member of THE DIOCESE OF CHICHESTER ACADEMY TRUST  

The Diocese of Chichester Academy Trust, a company limited by guarantee. Registered in England & Wales No. 09201845  

Registered office: Diocesan Church House, 211 New Church Road, Hove, East Sussex, BN3 4ED 

A Letter From BCP Council 

 

Dear Parents & Carers 

You may have read that there have been some cases of illnesses including Scarlet Fever reported in the media and 

social media over the weekend. 

As a result of Covid, there is now a good system in BCP for reporting and managing cases. 

Though national figures of these illnesses are higher than expected, there are processes in place in BCP and    

Dorset to help reduce the spread. 

We have had a case reported in school and wanted you to be aware of what this means for you and your child. 

Scarlet fever is a caused by a bacteria called group A streptococci, or “group A strep”.  It is very contagious for   

people who are in close contact with one another through infected droplets in coughs, sneezes, mucus and saliva. 

Like Covid hand hygiene, covering our mouths when coughing/sneezing and binning hankies etc all help. 

Typically, it causes a mild illness for most people however treatment with antibiotics is important to avoid      

complications.  

Some symptoms of scarlet fever include: 

sore throat  

headache 

fever 

a fine, pinkish or red body rash that feels like sandpaper  

You can read more about the symptoms of scarlet fever on the gov.uk website & see clinical photographs on the 

NHS website. 

If you are concerned, contact your GP or NHS 111. Children with scarlet fever should stay home for 24 hours 

after starting antibiotics to avoid spreading infection to others.  

For Covid it remains 3 days after test or symptoms. 

You can find more information about scarlet fever in The Spotty Book which has now been updated and taken on 

as national guidance.  It is now incorporated into Health protection in children and young people settings, including 

education - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

Winter is a time where viruses do spread and therefore we encourage good infection prevention control 

measures such as regular hand washing, covering your mouth when you cough and sneeze and to through tissues 

in the bin when used. 

For more information see: UKHSA update on scarlet fever and invasive Group A strep - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/scarlet-fever-symptoms-diagnosis-treatment/scarlet-fever-factsheet#:~:text=and%20proper%20treatment.-,Getting%20scarlet%20fever,that%20person%27s%20mucus%20or%20saliva.
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/scarlet-fever/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ukhsa-update-on-scarlet-fever-and-invasive-group-a-strep
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2022-23 Term Dates 

 

Last Day Friday 16th December (finish at 1.20pm) 

 

SPRING TERM 

Inset Day Tuesday 3rd January 2023 

Inset Day Wednesday 4th January 2023 

First Day Thursday 5th January 2023 

Half Term Monday 13th February – Friday 17th February 

Last Day Thursday 30th March (finish at 1.20pm) 

Inset Day Friday 31st March 

 

SUMMER TERM 

First Day Monday 17th April 

Bank Holiday Monday 1st May 

Bank Holiday Monday 8th May 

Half Term Monday 29th May – Friday 2nd June 

Inset Day Monday 5th June 

Last Day Friday 21st July (finish at 1.20pm) 
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